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tes and PraQtiſed by the 
Churches of CHRIST in 
. New-Eng/and, Juſtified, -by th&3 4 
+ * Scripture, - and. bythe Writings 44 
' of many Learned men, both | 2 


Ancient and. Mogenn, VhbS Ty 
"In Anfwer to ſeveral, Hor: 
_ relating | to Church Piles phne 
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Jer. 2. 21 > 16 1 had pignted thee a woble 1 
vine, wholly a right ſeed---» why gaddeft thou, "0 
about ſo much to change thy way Pn» | 4; 4 
20l.-2. 5. Foying and beholding your Ordei, Kats 
| =» and the Steadfaltnels. of - your Faith. | EE” 
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The Epiſtle Drdicatory: | 


To THE: 


Churches: of ; CHRIST: | 
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mation, is a Truttyf not to-/be + I 

denyed : The GefeS- has | 

| not been fo muck' In, 1g 

gas in Porſpip and Diſcipline... Neve 
(thr teſps ſome Churches have gone Beyonl - 

#T We $, 6 boat Nh, NO they : 4 
made an Er rogre Tnen Germany: '© 

Yo which the chief Reformers, ſuch as Me ww 

31 Martyr, Muſeulas, Zanchy and others vere uns - 1 

RF knſi fib le, bitterly y complaining that 1 s. 28 
"y _ ere willing "to-caft off the EL of - 
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* - "yet Were not willing to Subjet . to the Poke of 
ChriÞ., Atwngt all- the Retormed Churches, 
ſome'bave given the Preference to the Bohemr-'[ 
* War Brethren; who. ſprang from: the Waldenſes, 
7 + and they from the true Apoſtolick Church, 
net cortpred with Popery. Theſe did Luther 
inthe year 1524 mnifhke, becauſe of their 
ria Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, But twelve 
ears after thar,. he ſaw cauſe.. to alter his 
udgement,. and write in Defence” of thoſe Hol 
Churches, which -once he had written whoa 
9) ging, li pys Error.in that” his had beco 
Lax in Admithons to the Lords 'Table, F 
and wiſhing. that the Evengelics in Germany, 
had began 2he Reformiarion with Diſcipline; 
- und not with Do#rine only, For which | 
* Change ob ihis;Judgement Popiſh” Authors do: 
” mwaworthily upbraid him, fince it' was a change 
W. - _ — ary Fm Re World Pp: 
ke Apoſtolical Churches were . to be 
en, it: Was. amongſt the Eccle/ſiole, the. poor | 
. Churches of the Bohemian Brethren, 
em; Learned Bucer heard one of their Mi*y: 
s & wha; was fent on purpoſe into Germa-! 
for. that..cnd ) . give. an account of the; 
Oraler of . their Churches, he burſt: out into: 
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'T cars,. ſaying. to the . other  Divines- Preſe 
"This 3s, Heaven apin Earth. Veigerius, ( that 
- - famous, Preacher who having been the Popes 
Legat to.the Emperor, taking Caloins.Inſticuths 
-vzs..intd his hands with a_delign to; conful 
hin - was, Converted thereby ), wrote to. 
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; Gpitile Dedieaor 
; and wonderfally- their Dili: 
, oem the _—_ of —A 2d diffipated 
; roy them all. A late Writer: ob- 
: eyes: that for- the ſpace of Forty years: the Re- 
; _ formed Churches in France kept cloſe to their 
# Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, but after that they grew 
- remiſs: And what has: God- done to them 
"Kll-at. this day ? It was ſpoken to the Church 
* If1* Epheſus, -Rev. 2. 4; 5. Thou haſt: left thy 
' firſt-L#ves Remember therefore whence thiu art 
' Fallen; and-do the firſt works, or elſe I' wall come 


"Fo thee quickly, antk- will remove thy Candleſtick 


ont © of is place: The Revelation+ was writ 
.ten- Forty years after - the - Church in Epheſas 
was: firſt planted: © The Firft Generatzon Of 


; . "Church | Members in that time were doubtleſs] 


_.*'the moſt of them dead ©: their Succeſſors want- 
-- ed the: Firſt 'Zeal for the wayes of "Chrilt 
wherein their Predeceffors had Bxcelled. This 
"it laſt iſſued i ira Removal of the Candleſtick. 


"Þ And ſhould nonibe Vavi Churches of New- 
©: Big /and, be awakened: by. ſuch awful Examples 
ern Io heed kaſt:ic be -thus with them ?- 'And 
; therefore to beware-of Declenfions,. either from 
he" Feath or from - tbe Orde» of the:Goſpel 
*Dhere- is thrac whith- the Scripture call, cbe pre- 


—_— 'Axe of jthe 'Phcs wthere:the D'vine' Pros 


par pe ptr in-'a ſpecial manner- we 
to be Eftublifſbed. 2.-Peb: F12:\0570) - 
Pat wht is very:PecuKarly thes:Fruch .0of 


vidence has'caftous 'Þ.or "> And® this + hy x 
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Epiffle Dedicatory, 


The Epi , 
Polity. That is it, for 'whietr our Fathers uf 


fered'a Voluntary Exite \into* this: Wildern 
'when it was a Land* not*Sown; Here "God 


rewarded them with ſhewing to them che 


form of his Houſe, with all the outgoings thereof, 
and all the comings -in thereof. Mr Bright» © 


man, before ever there was a" New- England, 


- ConjeQtured* that there wool" be fome Faith- 


tal Servants of Chriſt' in a #%/dernefs,” unto 
whom he ſhoultd- make * Singular Diſcoveries 
of Truth ; which ' ſeveral Judicious Authors 


have Eſteemed as'a Prophetical Paſſage fulfilled -- + 
mn what has come to paſs in this American: | 
Dzfert. However, The Truths which reſp:&- 
Church Order are-they which theſe Churches . 
above. any other are concerned to maintain 2 


And .an Apoftacy from them would in New» 


England be a greater Sin and Pfovocation to - : 
- Ehriſt, then in» any Place in the whole world. 7 
'Regenvolſcius in his ' Eccleſiaſtical” Hiftory of the - 
S$lavoniaw: Churches, \ relates that- Lncas: Brugens- . 
fir, ( # man'ifamons tor his Ecarringiand Piety 


amonſ* the Bohemians, ) Was Wont toi fay, 


- that he did not fo much dread all theeBhernies >. 


and -PerſeCutors whonr-they=were continually 
endangered by,. as he was afraid leaſÞ.remſ+- 
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the dapgps Ho, Rachars, ed Spckred Int 
the. Platform of Diſcipline, 15 not the way t 
obc rh | Divine protetions as hes 
were. favoured with. - 1/a. 4+. 5: If we Ef 
'pouſe ſuch principles as theſe, Namely, That 
Churches are not to Enquire into the Regeneration 
of thofe whom. they admit unto their Commus 
_ nion. That Adyneſſion to Sacraments 3s to bu. 
deft wholly to the. prudence and Conſcience.-of the 
Miniſter. That Explicit, Covenanting with. God 
and with the Church ss needleſs. That Per- 
Jons not Rualified for Communion im ſpecial 
Ordinances. ſhall - Elet Paſtors of Churches, 
That all Profeſied Chriſtians have right to 
Baptiſm. That Brethren ave to have no Vorgy 
- #2 Eccleſiaftical,-Conncils.. That the Eſfjence of 
&\ Miniſters -call+is. not in: the 'Eleion of the 
People, but tm the Ceremony of Impoſing hands |. 
Fhat- Perſons may be Eftab'iſhed in the Paſtoralfl - 
Office without: the - Approbation of Neighbouring 
Churehes -or . Elder s '3. We \then ; give away 
#he- whole Congregational cauſe: ; at: once. and: 
A. great Fin. 6 Presbytersan D:ferp'ane alſo. 
"To begin: a :change- in -one of theſe Panty 
culars without.: Decsfion of a Synod, would in 
other - Churches .of -the-Reformed be- counted 
Preſumption- ;rbut:to deſign all or.. moſt : of 
- eſt Jumovatronsar: once, is: erttainly : a - bad 
| - attempt: Notlonger fince then-May 27- 1697 
 noikeſs:thers. Fhiny Miniſters in this Proving] 
 _.didiidedare-.and+ fubſcribe ir with - their bande 
at: they. were.:made-. ſenſible -of : the . tendencies 
Phichi-there” ar; among ft ps towards Deviation 
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M's from::the' good Order: wherein our Chutthei avs | 
according to the Word of the Lord Feſus Chrift 7 
been happily eſtabliſhed and continued "There ': 

i is cauſe to be nfible of ic now as much as © 
then, T or RR are not leſs then for 
metly, -but- ratlter- grewing upon us every 
day. Shall we'then by Fence betray. the 
'Fruth > When the intereſt: of - Chriſt is 

4 concerned ; do we'not hear- that 'voiee, 
FVho is. on the Lords'Side 2 Who? Is there: 

'J no . one that will-ftand up for the Churches - 

| of Chrift-2 The' Good People: in them gay. 

| then well think that their ?atchmen are /all eb 

tf ther» Dead or Aſleep ': For which cauſe it is! 

vel that 1 Dedicate this' enſuing Diſtertatiomunto: 
you the Churches - of Chriſt in New-England«. 


Gf -: My iBrethreng: and- the, Lords Peophe: i'i #7 


2233-31 a* LY ue 3” S3TC>- @ 23 > IT YI INS. 2 
1 It-is not 9 own '.Canſe, but Yours, which - 1 
| - have here undertaken and-plead +for.:: DidÞ 
Z fay Tours ? Nay, it is” Chriſts Canſe.. The 
4 defence of theſe Fruths is | now: become the 
* Cauſe. of ies and of onto _ News _ 
nf England T1 am alſo-very :fenſible that' Joung. #4 
d: ro who: have not 'Studied - thefe Contro»* + * 
'N verſes, are apt: to think, "that: ' what'\ has: 
id been Ordinarity . profefied. and pradtiſed'-in the* . 
Fall Churches: of New-Ewugland, is Novelty: and Sins 
wlll elarity, It may in that refſpcE&t- be a Servi 
4 to: the Churches” that:ſomething: be writtenz. 
4 Which: may be! for the [niormarion -and- Hlu- | 
vF mination'-of ſuch, in Reet;ons. of: this pron: -þ 
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the Divine Providence hall ke goat! -to' po 
poſe of them. | 


. New-Eveland: Clmean the Churches i init ) 
Was Planted a Noble Vine wholy a t5gh ey 
” Wewre' all coricerned in| our ſeveral Cupas! 
| cities ( Miniſters in their and People | i #, 
' theirs ) to:Laboir what -in us lies, that: 
they who flll come after us, may not-prove! 
5; Si Plants ;- much 'more fhould. we: 

that-they may 'not \be fo in our: 
yes. It:is-a-fad Obſervation often+ Ver 
:by "Experience, That. Reign 5 he: 
Parity and Power of it, ſeldome - continues” T, 
| #n the ſame. place. - When the Church of 1/rak 4 
|. Was in _« Getled'State,” They.iServad; rhe'Lurd al 
” - the dayes of Foſhnas and: of* the Elders: that on 
© Iiotd Fofbua:; thit Gentration: nn tgurbereld 6s 
|. #heir Fathers,und there aroſe another Generatsc 
" after them which knew: not the Lord. thertandl F 
ed icky eut of the way which their Farbergy 
.obeying \the Voice of the Lord, but th 
; It was the Third: Gene: ation of Þ. 


and! re 
and Apolte « Peay G Giniravite of his Servant 
' whom he brought into this Wilderneſs « 


gathered-ro their Fathers: : And many of thy ef - 
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Second Generation, ſuch: of thern-asare yet livirig gs. 
are now in : 7ears,and ſoon will be allgone'T be rl 
Third iGe Are coming to take a——_—y 


—_— 


mY * 6 what” 
| , Far rater ry #n br Chirches 'of.. Chriſt 
$5: New-Enpland. For the Congr opus | 
4 Church Diſcipline, is not Suited for a vrley 
g pared of tor a Formal Generation of ProfeK 
_ ors: - [t will ftand ar- fall as Godbineſs inthe 
J Power of ie does prevail 'or otherwiſe. That 
® [wk is .a great decay of the Power of Religion 
e: " Frag all. New-Eng/and is Lamentably true, 
EL If that revive, there will be-no fear of Departing 
{from the Holy Diſcipline of the. Churchgs of 
IRChrift, Bubrevived it wit be amongſt thoſe 
bo are Enemies to Explicit rule Nets \ 
SooFand His Peopl Iyer nh -whom the Ry 
ſous: Societies of the GS of England Foe 
wi07, Now in London, will riſe - up-agd 'Con- 
TMdemnthems.. Þ Was'it ever known that Cola; 
*/FCharches were reſtored to their. Primi ive. 


f, of Purity, but? inv this way; ati by ; 
te fol E PE ES ne 
: God and with one- another. But I hope <> 


tough i ſaialfour that in the Sublcquent Diſe . | t 
wiſition, tj 


n of "TR olledge par-_. 
"of Mat (Þ Es TREE that Societ 
w with | aithiul Twors that will bz true-t6 F Oli 


Streams: Goa make glad the: City of -Ged, be 


e- 


fr Depart with- the- Order cf it ) that the molt 


f AREA Thicis- * a-matier | off 
© 'For if the | Fountain [ whoſe 


» Poſterity wel, be Endangered .theref 
unabex | in Bohemia: before 

We > F ſo. s It the: begun: Apo#te | 
A oceed a5;faſt the-nexr thirty: years us 
it has « ne het? laſt, farely it-will come tg 
at in New- England. ( Except the. Goſpel it 


Corr u 


» 2k 
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Canſcichtious Peaple therein, will think thems 
oo. concerned . to. gather Churches: out. -of 
ches. .. But. as .yct, .the Declen/ion is n6t 
gone .fo far. but| a Stop-may be- put - theres|* 
Oy the Intereſt of Religion be Retrieved, 
It was faid to, one.of the decaying Churches in 
Aft Jay Be WE and ſtrengthen the things which 


remains, a 12ad); £0; ;Dy.z va Remember ow 
thou. eceireds.. and heard;cond- hold faſt 
Do's-nor. ord clus Chriſty; 10 to> chef 


'Churches.in 'New- England: J.z and. does: He 
not. fay,. as, unto anather of the Churches 
Ebld faft that thou haſt, that d;man take T| 6 
own... 
fog we.us Grace iſa) tado; whit 
He 1nd KAT: of icy wh. 1 / | 
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| Hether nations Ela Hells | 1 
ought to Confiſt of Saints 
and tree Believers on Chriſt? a 


The Queſtion .s vt 4s 

F faftoy whaker there are hot true. Churches itz 

F | whom there are many 'that are not Saints, but 

we. jure, Whether it ought to beſo ? and whe= 

4 ther that Church is not Guilty of Sin, which! - 

dos admit. thoſe: into their Communion what . © 

4 are not - inthe Judgment: of rational Charity * 

Janie Believers on Chriſt, - 'Phis being 4 

bl. for-the true ftating of the. Raueſtion 3; the AC - . } 
* ers {ffirmative, And that tor theſe urongh | 

Fob OT. ; 


> 


oy 


=> 7 : 6 Pas 
74 The Order sf: the Churches 
E. rs prnSions xelatiog 
inhnite.that\ Euorft/iva Churches Thall confil 
of HolyPerſons, "It is foretold tht the uncir 
ſed Thall not Enterinto Gods Holy Ciry 
} T/ai, 52. v. That the high way, the way into the 
| Church, ſhaul be che way of Holineſs, Yas 
-> . 35; $. Thatthe'people ſhould be' all Righre 
| - Dus, the Branch of the-Lords planting, the work 


LY / 
 CLITTIC 


of bis Batidf:2 Se wight be gloriſyed. Iſai Go, 
Ze HER: LvSs perſons ſhall be kep 
F ono : irualJeruſalem, Rev. 21.27. _ 


2. 1 he. Scripture +informs .us thar- 'in 
Churches where the appointment of Chriſt 
as .obſerved -it has been thus:- - As in-Ephel 
Ws Corinth, Philippi, Coloſſe, the members 0 | 

_ - the Chunthes: there, were Saints, Faithful Bre- 
#hren, Sanfified #n Chriſt. Feſus. 


| © +3. A particular inflicuted Charch . is the- 
-Houſe-ot | God. That -particular Churgh- in 
” WOW 0 . "x 9 FA J. 
*Epbeſus* ts'(aid -to-be ſo. 1 Tim 3.15. A (a 
Learned and Emineny Divine *has chele. xy 

'preffions. "As (fait he ) a vertuous Civil man 
* dos-not-like”- to have in "his Houſe *uncivi. 
+ perſons, ſo the" moſt Holy God will na 
5 allow--any tobe in his Family, that atel 
* nnholy; As no-marn,can think well to havt # 
£. Swine” in'his Hoaſe, or Dogs 'and Swine't b 
*.com? tarboard- with:.thei reſbaof the Farniiny-; 
15 fs: opersSinnershave ov allowance from Golf 
# co beiin his" Houſehold, - ts tg by 
Res LC AERE ITT 
LECT ey 10 4,08 - 


*» 3 : , "= - - ; i > 3 * pv 4 24." | : , 
PN þ- Ca) Mr. Pay! Bain oh Eph.t.p.g1,111, of. 


in N:Ehgland Yimdicated- x3 
43; None =o mr mmm nnght | 
entgg. into; the Jewilh-I emple, .2-Cironc2Z2.k gs 
4:21;2:8529; (Nor Ext ob the Paſover and ; 
ather Holy,things. Numb: 9 6, 19," News _ 
Evangelical Churches'are: 'the-:Lords- Temple. 3 
I. Cor .3. 16, 17; And +2 Cor.6:16. And they” 
have in them Sacred hings, yea the Body and-- 
Blool of Chriſt ;., and thetefore: they who are- 
Morally Unclean- may.not, be... adamted: into -. | 
them... . The;,Geremonia? Holineſs of. jhe Jew-: 
ih. Church. was: Tpical of thatreal Holinels- 
Pi which. ought to-be in- Goſpel Charches.-. =.) 
5.. When. it has been-otherwiſe, the Lords '} 
has: reproved. them: that have cauſed .or | per=-: -. 
mitted ſuch abuſes. 5 as in the. Churh at.:C4-+. 3 
þ rsnth,_ Per gamass .Thyatirg,: which: are:. blamed 


rel for. their Juffering Ungodly" perſons it@; be RE |; 
"1 thetr Communion. .' 3. Cori'$ 124.13: Renl'21v 
he. 14s 254 20.. A Scripture! which - has- reſpett 
': 4 unto®.the Tines of the Goſpel feyerly.. rebukes. 
iff. thoſe Miniſters, which. ſhall bring : men that. 
4 are. Vncurcumeciſed: an Hearty: 6: Unregenerate: 
"| perſons, ),.. 3nto.: the Sanfluary,. into-the/Church- 
j-Qf God, ; zo Eat the Bread and Drink, the- Blood: 
al. Which they - that are there partake ofs/- Ezoks: 
17E 44, VE -Þ 5 "$E-+ To J= 
i. 6. Nothing can be mere fafal-to the: Inter» 
464. <it of. Religion, then'to;-Conſtirute Churches, - 
a4 of. U:fanctified Members. This made way, 
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Mor the Antichriſtian 4poſtacy, which has bren: 


sF *. 
Ro, 


ubverſive to the Intersit of - Chriſt and) ow I 
that - 
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3 p24 


nels- throughout the... greateſt part « 
FWhich hears the Dang Ol Chriftendome, W 
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E- > "5h The © Sidexi of: e Ehurthe hes _ 
{ {Chriſtianity became the the Eh Religion, whole” 
{ Provinces at , once were made Church-Mym-, 
| Drs; upon. a bare Profeſſion of - Chriftianity ,1 
| avithout any regard to their real Sanity. And: 
= ghis Corrupting the Church as to the matter of 
| | fit, was the means of introducing that Corrup-; 
| Zion. in Do&trine, Worſhip, Order, which ſoon; 
4 followed. Of this ſome of the Ancievrs who: 
| lived in the fourth _ Centiny were very ſenfible, 
- For we find in their Writings ſad complaints 
| about it. If we allow a Degeneracy in our. 
{ Churches in reſpe&tof the matter of them our 
> 'Berthels will foon become Bethavens. It is a. 
{ - Fmare Ion a true Expreffion of a Great, (bY: 
: do fo $5cagh Churches of habitual | 


- fin is Hot t0' Erel8 Temples F 
W. Ti, bo: fo the” Devil. . 
| Work this A ertions That Vifible Safnty ae | tl 
* #be matter of a particular Church a notion pe-if 1 
| 'culiar unto Congregational: Men, Our Bre-J 
| txhren of the Preshyterian Parſwaſion lay the fame: ( 
tl te Yeh, tbe giod old Non-conformifts, and. ; 

- have ilk Studious of Reformation: in 
| phe | Church concur in this principle. Mr.Þ. 
| of (e)' who. was. of the Presbyterian Judg-F4 - fg! 
© ment, ſayes, That all #rue Churches _ confi, | 
$ wVifihle a The Non- confarmiſts do ackuon 


ledge z y 
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'tG Dr. ric of « Goſpel Clinch. -* 
art 2: f. 4- = MK 


to CD to Cann, par 2, . 49» 36 


Ps =P": a By. . o | Pmnanrng V 
| im 32. C land Yindicated.... I 
We Sy Py oh ns oe RY 
ding to Gods PYord conſitts of Saints. only... "Thus © 
Mr. Bat. © The Presbyterians of the Union! in 
London have. it for one. of 'their ' Articles,” has | 
none ſhall be Admitted as Members mm oydgr ed -\* 
CEN in all the ſpecial makes of _— : 
Goſpel, but. ſuch perſons as are. Knowing © Sound: | 
n {es So, pn DoEranes of Ye CHſep an Res, - |} 
tigion, without Scandal in' their 'Lives, .and to "s © | 
Fudgment regulated by the word -of 'God,' are pers | 
fons of Vifible: Godlineſs ahd Honefty,' credibly.- | 


 Profeſſing cordial SubjeRion -1o Feſus Ehbriſds © 
1 Worthy Mr. Rutherford has theſe words; ( TY: 4 
þ 72oſe only Clayes he Y” are t be admitted: to- the! - | 
| Spper of the £'ord, whom in(Charityy we Fudgd,'-. 
{4 car and do_ Try, and Examing: vhemſelves,'- ants - | 
; | 1ighth diſcern the Lords' Bedy, "and whb an Faith © 1 
| can. amnuatiate the Lords Death: The Charhes - 7 
4 in. New-Englatd are (free to-adinit thoſe "inte - | 


by. , : { 1 - *3% @ * 7 $ "TSF FEPE -*- ” "T . i p- 
I their Commiinioh® who, ate. thus © qualifiedk - 4 
by Nor do f y . In ﬀ on more? GO OE by ty 4 
- de LY. - SE 3 i AE. 7 
W.-H II IO SITS ITO 5 "PA 15; ins ble be 
's ELLA: ENARTEY hb ” SS GE Go a I-62 , 
Gy 'A , - | 6 - $4 > BE" 'F , 4 ho” - F 0 
4 (})* Plea for the Preghitery in Scotland; P11 8&% | 
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o * /995 concerning. 3heir:Ryalifiogratns ard 
$nc/s for Church Communion before: they AAIH 
Weed} berenrnts Bro oo 3 Chggy i F 
$ > Eve: Anſwer maybe given. in three Aﬀr-, | 
) ONS, 1::;7 0319205 23h> 4) WIG ee, 2 
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 Aﬀen oe ond and Teyit] 
PE oy to our 
> rnioaa whether they arc duely 

for ity 1s ordinarily neceflary. : 


. , For, 
a, he profeliing and pretending* to be 
poſes were to be tryed whether they were 
>-indeed: or,no, . then -there is the like reaſon 
- that men, pretending to. be Saints, and ſo fit 
Serials. fe Church Fellowſhip, ſhould be 
. ed - whether they be fo or. no. But the 
| - Former is plain from Rev. 2. 2: Where ſuch 
| peers, ve , Were. tryed . and found to be but 


2. In he Old Teſtament there were pers 
Fons ſer at the Gates. of the Temple to ſee why 
oy were that did Effay to enter, and to 
oy oor thoſe out that 'were not duely. qualified, 
2 on. 23.19. And thall the. New Teſta: 
* ment Temple, 5. e. the Church of God, have 
* £0: perſons 'to Examine ſach as would- e or 
| Lark It Ceremonial uncleannels made 
-Mmen_unkit to_ enter into the Material Temple, 
Moral Qncleanneſs renders them uncapable ot 
'Admiſfien into the Spiritual rg Where! 
| Tore: an Examination is n 
23) Ir Gb fait of the Myſtical: Zeruſdews; th 

_ 'wete at her Gates,. ' Rev. 2Y 

: wu Which'-does: not 'obſcurel intirnate, that 
they are Officers in the Chr nr ' 
tk i is to obſerve "who: they" allf 4 
WG... Ellay t@. cALCL- teceimoy that ſo: he Ke: 


-. - mo <: male So Gn cc. oo am ma _ 
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in N. England Vinidicated. as: 
worthy or duely qualified may be admitted 
and others be ner: from Enterance.. . 
- 2, Fhe tryal to be uſed fhould*be ſuch 

as may make it appear to the Judgement of 
rational Charity, that the pefons be ſo qua- 
lified as all Church Members ought to be: 
k has been proved chat Church Members ought 
to be Believers, Saints, Fee gener ate perſons 
And therefore che Church 1d put the 
ſons who defire Admiffion into their - oly 
Communion, to declare and ſhow whether it 
be thus with them, whether they have 9 
Repented of their Sins, - and whether they - 
truly. Believe on Chriſt. Thus - we read\that 
Philip Examined the Eunuch whether he di 
believe on Chriſt with all. his Heart or -mo» 
of 48. 8.37, And John Baptiſt put thoſe whom _ 3 
| he admitted to his .Baptiſm to am theie J 
2 —_——_ Repentanee, Matth. 3. 2. T 
"2 @ Nevertheleſs, 

e A rigid Severity in Exarnination is to-be 
er unvided, and ſuch tenderneſs and Charity « 
&Qq ought to be uſed as that the weakeſt Chriſti» 
le ans if Sincere may be encouraged and gladly 

| admitted.:; Yea, it were: better ( as. Mir. Cottew 

| KOE obſerves) to- admit diverſe. Hypocrites 
-P tfie :to keep out-one (Sincere Child x God 
from "caming' into: the Church. | | 
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For, - 
at oY "Our Loft Jeſus Chriſt woold ade Bald: 
- the bruiſedReed nor quench the'Smoaking flax. 
f I {E2. SQ: Bur gather the-tender- 262: fl 
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in his arms, and "carry: chem gently in is boz 
ſome. I/a. 40. It, | 
2.. Such as are” pane fe the Faith we ary; 
Expreſly" Commanded to receive. Rom-14-- 1 
Receiving into Church: fellowſhip may well 
(amongſt other things Y' be comprehended T 
-In that Expreſfion. © T 
Fa Weak: Chriſtians if Sincere have. tht i 
: © Subſtance of that Faith' and Sandtity which is' [ 
|. neceflarily required "in Church Members ;; 
and therdote n no reaſon they ſhould. be Ex< 
cluded, though others may Exceed- them inF* 
raeaſure and degree of Knowledge and-Grace:P 
"4. Church Communion and the Ordinances 
'of * God belotiging thereto, being 'of ſpecial} 
uſe for Confirmation and growth in. Gracy FP! 
ſuch+ Chriſtians that'are the weakeſt have thefs 
moſt need thereof, and therefore by no means}F® 
ſhould be Extluded therc-Foms. Theſe: Rules * 
being- obſerved, we-affirtn that Examinations” 
of perſons. to be admitted- irito CommunionF<* 
at"the. Lords Table is neceflary. Mare Ar-$4 
* 'guments for-it may be ſeen'-#n Mr: Cotrons Exe? 
cellent Treatiſe of the Holineſs -of Church" Mem«F'" 
bers.; And -in- this: Controverſy: thoſe of wy, , 
Precbjverian” perfivaſion: -agree-with the Gage 
gational, as we fe in” their -Viadication! of (abr 
Prevbyte rial- Government publiſhed: by tie My 3 
niſters - AL Lond13 it9-the- fear: 165 0::Wherey C13 
in what; we. aflert is largly waved by ma '// wb 
5; and the -ufual- Ob gainlt ity Art 
| are blidly anſwered; Ti ew prbaticve * 'Fimcad a 


nog x Jo 
they--were/ very: fri! Int: ang. 
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"i As Eiigland'® Dinbilated 27 
ho —_ adraifted” tito' Church” Fellowſhip: 
SThe ins; gre ia i *that the like 
rt $: weed . Origen 
horn Celfus GEIS. 3-'Þ AY ha, 199% 
7 ) - ayes, that” in whoſe" dayes, Chris 

= {2 Boy none but Converted ones in their 
Sh#erics,, and that they did all that poſſibly 
g! bo could do, that their Churches might conſiſt 
BY none but ſuch' as were endued. with Spiritual 
Wiſdom, and” that therefore they that *joyned to 
bem F yah to ſevere AHI ftw 
Principle, Tha: ungodly are- nos to 
'S le adwitted to the Lords Table, was afferted in 
| firft dawnings of the Reformation, Not 
| bY ch as fell in with the Geneva Diſciplines 
ut the Firſt Reformers in the Church of 
land went thus. far. ' The Twenty- mn: 
ice ſayes, That in the ufe of the Lords Saps 
por, ſuch as gre void of a Lively Faith, tv their 
Wondemnation Eat and Drink the Sign and 
Wacrament of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, 
Ihe Liturgy fayes, That iy n0 wiſe men ſhould 
Wome but in the 7 HOW Garment. That if 
$-19-1an be i Malice, or in any grievious Crime, 
ALer bir . mot come to the Holy Table, but let 
» Wm Repent truely of his Sins paſty and hate 
; lively Faith in our Saviour Chriſt. Such 
JExp eſfions as theſe are in the Engliſh Liturgy. 
SHA. B-Cranmer in his Anſwer to the Fifteenth 
, Articles of the Devonſhire Rebele,having quoted 
Jmany” old Canoes which require the people 
' bh Communicate and- not the Prieft_ alone, 
F @% theſe words, 'I would Exhort every Good 
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Chriſtidh man often + tg receive the. Holy , Cot 


Munn - yet. bs do, not . Fecite.. all theſe thin 
the: inpent , .thad. I would. - niths Corrups-- by | 
mbere men. live: ſo ung Ye. go, {; tha 
the: nons  ſþou FA 2 x orad again, /whsg J 
Commend. | every . man pr df fo.. receive: th 
Communion with the Prieſt. ;>which Canons” 1 
they were. now. uſed, T. fear that men. woul, 
receive. it .unworthily, See the Appendix. ti 
Cree al, Iaely - publiſhed. by, Mr. Stryp 

2: 96. As.for ac objectian.. that the Sagr4 
ment 13.2 | Converting Ordinance, . and therefary Or, 
that there is* no. need of Examining. men a 
bout their- Converſion- in order to. their being 
admitted to partake _ thereof, it is a Popilh 
Aflgtion,. Condemned LC OINEs by, oug. 
1Þvines,., kat fo 

wtherans have Sy poukd t.. Diverſe of fo 
Writers of the Prez yterian Judgment- have '# 
Elaborately - and Abundantly. refuted. that 
pernicious Error. Mr. I/ines calls.this Opiniot i 
" an. Vpſtart Notion : And fayes, He . wondergff x 
that. any ſoould. fiand up in the defence of 
ſimee there. is an army to a man againſt therf 
See-his Treatiſe of the: Lords Supper. p. zLY i 
Mr. Gzlleſpy in his Aarons Rod Blofioming. 

3.12, 13 and 14. Chapters, does..not ol 7 
Anſwer Mr. Pins. Allegations for the Afi: 
mative,, buc, he has .by no leſs than Twenty. 
Arguments. with' great Learning and” Judg} 
ment demonſtrated, that- the Sacrament of th 
Supper /is- not a Converting but a Confirnk 


ing. Ordinance -> otherwiſe. .11 might be Ad T ; 
miniſh - 
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a "in N. Stglaid Gitdirared: 27 
iniſtred not only to Ungodly but to Un- 


U ba perfons, JI 'An Ordinarice appsinted 
'y Is n'*is not to be with-held trom 


© Unbaptifed petſoris ?' But the'Lords Supper; is 
F - bo with-keld "from "Uabaptiſed perfotss. 
MEx-9. 13.48, "Fheretore &e. 
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Qu ESTI (o] N. 0- 4” 
7 Hether | are-not the Sindoon, ih at ohe - 
| Elders of the Church only to Fudge cons 
cer: ing. the Rualifications and Fitneſs of thoſe 
Sho are Admitted into their Communion? Þ of 


h - nſw. There | is ſome dii-rence: of Arr- 
4 henſion, and yer no breach of Amity or Union, 


"65 fo this Queſtion between the Brethren of 


1Y the Presbyterian and the Congregational way; 
>< former giving this power only . to the 
Elaerſhip; the. later-joyniog ,the: Fraternity with 
-Mmcm;..-{e) ©Mr,. Co:on, and-from -him Mr. 
Us Nareth has+; Judicioully ' ſtated and diſcufſzd 
I'S this. Controverſy. Let theic and ſome. other 
J Arguments be ducly weighed in the Ballance 
$of the 'Sandtuaty. ;. 
ge I IT. El that, haye ether ap. Mon —ag 
bo We ther tne: per 
< Vitel k gualified far-Ada ain 
| es Fraternty as Wl ' as 
very. ©; K © one -can be Admitted 
> LH Barr - HA <7 "7  <;7] into 
/Þ i:1,>(E Þ i Rep PF 4pobm 13: 


24 The Order of the 6 TM 
into the.. Church by . the. 
the th gun of th Bren, The Gomm ns 
1s. congeticd in who Dy ited, ani 
tereor the uld concur therein: lis a receiy 
tangit . omness dehet ab on 
4 kay And reaſon fayes, They thy 
have power to Admit have. power to Judg 
whether the perſons who defire it, are fi 
for that Admittance, 

2. They that have. power -to{Judge whe 
ther a perſon is fit to be caſt out of Commy 
'nions; have power to Judge whether he is | 
-to_ be-received into Communion. The K 
E the power 7] of Opening and- Shutting belong 
to the ſame perfons.  But- it'is | clear front; 
the Scripture, that che Brethrea and not th c: 
Elders only have power to Judge whether alll 5 
Off:nider is: fit to. be Excommunicated.” Merthj 
Ig.17.- 1Cor's. 12; All Orthodox Diving a: 
- agree that* Church Pikipline ſhould be Ex ' ( 
exciſed, Conſentiente plebe. Se moe or 
Ancients, Cyprs, 34a, Ambr ofe, Auſtin, 'F - : 
Chryſoftom, Nazranzene, Theodoret, A 
And _ ngt>qQur Modren-Divines, Catoinfi 
Be7a, B aloe, *Melanflon, Funius, Parentgot 
Rivet, Treicatius, their conſent is-necc ary . 
than they have power bn rpg whether the} 
ought o- eonſent- On-r eh; (oaths / TRE # f 


i er mo —_ 7, q—_— 


welt 
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1 #1 N. England Dindicated, - 2| 

i qualified for that Communion. But the As 

of poſtle writes to'the Brethren as"well as to: the 

S Elders of 'the | Church ' in Corinth to. reſtore a 
_ prnitent, Whom They *h4d-according 'to the 

diſcipline of Chriſt lid "under a"Churth -cen; 

WMſare, 2 Cor. 2, 6. If the Brethren -arecompes 

I cent Judges ctencerning ' the Repentance of & 
Lapied Communicant, they fre 'niot dnicoms, 
Jpetent Judges of the Repentance 'Sf other per- 

eq} lbs that may offer thefnſfelves to their Come, 

—_——__rcr crane 

i 4 When Saul deſired to joyn to the Church! 

Jl at Zernſalem, he was not_ admitted until the 
Brethren were by the Teſtimony of Barnabag 
Ftog-:ther with his own 'Declaration, laughed! 

ug concerning the reality, ' of his Fajth; attl.Re 

ul pentance. A 9. 26, 25. - *#, eva 

4 *5. 1f only Elders have power to:Jadge-who'. \-* 
Ware fit ro 'come to the Sacramegt-or-to jours, 
to ihe Churches, then in caſe there +is but 
gone "Elder in 'a Church ( +18 there are vet 

mew Churches in New-Exgland that have more” 

((FE!ders than 6ne . } the Sole power will relida 3 

iMgin that - ofie *mans hands. Then by. a part; 

mgot 'reaſon one alone would - have [power to 
gluſperid from Communion, which-Judicious | 

ef Presbyterians do "not allow of; For the: Lox | 

$14: Miniſters in- their Vindication. of the Preſ- 

Wn Dyccrian Government, (/p. 70,7 1.) bave theſe - 

on words. .*'{t is ( fay they ) as warrantable by, 

«q the word of God, for. one Miniſte to aflume 

eq unto himſclf alone the power of Suſpending 

em. rom the- Sacratnent, as it. is fo *allume the © 

+ ” (5 ot «i * 
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* 26 - The Ordo of the Chuirches 
b -*xhole, payer of admitting to the Sacrament, 
: "for: contraxioriim eadem e# ratio : For one 
"© Miniſter alone to. aſſume this power to, 
Fs -n.. 70 ke | bimſelf .a Congregational 
<Poge, 0 tis & abri i0ging; into the Church a 
' "power "tha "would have ſome. reſemblance| 
*t6. Auriculdr* Zonfefion. Thus faid the 
| ng nr Fifty. years ago. 

"This way to keep Popery out of the 
Woddri ; is, for the Fraternity in. Churches to 
.affert—and* mamtain that power and privi 
ledge, hed does -of right belong unto chem. 
: , thatin che firſt Ages of Chciſti 
anity his power which we e Hiegd for, was not 
rakken” out of t he hands of the Brother: hood, 
Ons: of the Ancients, whoſe writings give us; 
-the greateſt" in-fight, into' What was the gene» 
rs rdQice - of the * Chutahes, in the. Third 
| .Gentiay\ makes this paſt difpy'e.. ln () one; 
of his *Epiftles he has theſe words, Examinas 
© pintur Singela pruſentibas et judicantibus vobis, 
And in another, Vix plebs perſuades at tales 
Patiantiir” admitti, That he had much adoe: 
" to perſivade the people ro be ſatisfied - with, 
the 'Repenitance and Qualifications of ſome 
| that d&fifed-a Reception or Reſtoration to, 
 * their - Comfhumion.” When in after time$ 
Church Members though: with themſelves, our! 
. Miniſters underſtand Church Aﬀairs better than, 
we do," therefore will vnconcern our ſelves, 
and leave all to their Con/czence and. Prixdences 
this very thing ( as ſome Learned men | 
obſerved”) was that wi ich made way 7 for the 


Fi. A.M De Sea; wane emcee cocaa we eGocm o.:»> © af.» i. .XX.cqn a. 
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: in JP. England Ditidieotsd, 27 
'J rife of Popery, Tr may be'it wil befor Xthe * 
"| Edification of ſome Readers, if + we'fteitefohe - 
, -paſlages our: of onr fimous Dr. Ow. Wis _ 
Judictotis (#) Treatiſe of Evangelical Churthes. - # 
B. He has theſs words © D*:, Sezllingfizet denyes - 
of * unto the - people all Liberty” or AVility'to - 7 
| - chuſe their own-Paſtors, to judge - What-4i$ - © | 
* met for their own Ediftcation, what 1# Hereſy. | 
© or a pernicious Error, and what 1s ids bl 
$ any thing oof the like nature. - 


"I 


This is al- 


* moſt the ſame with that of "the Phariſees, . 2 

'| © concerning ther. who admired and foltowed 4 
*the D-Arine of our Saviour,  Foh«+7. Yige* j 

8 © This people- which kmw not 'the Law + Yer Was  * 
Y © ir his People, whom the Apoſtle direQed tb-+ -* 


Þ * chooſe out from- among themfelves-perſons-- 
| © meet for -an Evangelical Office. 'A#'6: The-- 
if} © ſame People who joined with the: Apoſtles - © 

and Elders in "the | conſideration: of : the. © 

| © Grand caſe concerning the continuation: 'of © } 
5 the Legal Ceremonies, and- were-- Aﬀocimtes + _ © 
* with them in the determination of it. ' 48-255 1» 

© The ſame to whom all the- Apeſtolical 'Þ> 

{© piſtles, Excepting ſorne + to particular /perſohs, . - 

* were writttm, And unto whom” fuch die... © 
| © rections were given and duties Enjoyned ih + : 
gf © them, as ſuppoſe not only Liberty and A< - : 

I © bility to. judge for themſelves in all-marters - - 


Yo 
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J ©of:Faich and Obedience, but alſo an <«fpecidl + 
'$ © Intercft in the Order and Diſeipline | of the - * 
| © Church, thoſe who were to ſay to Arobip--- 7 

; RE om - | 


(g) Part Is page 295 , 296; . 


28 TheOrder of the Churehes- 

s Po.-, 4 take e-0P Ho 
| * which thou-.haſt received in the Lord that tag 

© fullfill itz, Col 4, 17+ Unto. whom: of allfſorty 
© it is Cammanded that they ſhould Examine 
*.and Trx Antichrifls, Spirits,. and. falſe Teacher 
». © chat 1s, all ſorfs of Hereticks, Hereſies, and 
 - ©Errors. x Fob. chap. 2. 3. &c That peopilf * 
*who eyen in following Ages.adhered - unto 
© the Faith and- the Orthodox.profcfion. of it 
£.when . almoſt .. all. the Biſhops were b:came 
Arian Hereticks.. This principle of the Re 


| * formatjon- in Vindication of the Rights, Li 


5 berties and Priviledges of the Chriſtian Peo- 
® ple to judge and-chooſe for - themſelves: ih 
 ®.matters. of Religion,. to joyn freely. in thofe 
& Church, DNaties.: which are rcquired. of them, 
F without. which the work: of it had never b:eh 
£ carryed-on, we do. abide - by -and. maintain, 
5 Yea, We miett: with no Oppolition more 
# fierce then upon the ; account of our aff:rting 
- © the Liberties: and- Rights of the People m 
; = reference unto Church Order and Worſhip. 
s.But I ſhall not- be afraid to fay,. that as: the 
© Reformation: was begun and carryed or, of) 
© this. principle : So when 7his. People thall n 
- © through an. apprehenſion of.their. Ignorance, 
© Weakneſs, and Unmeetneſs to judge in mat» 
© ters of Religion, for themſelves, and. their © 
© duty, - be. kept, and debarred from. itz; . or! 
- ® when-tkrough their own laath,..negligence, 
* and vicjouſneſs, they ſhall be really uncapa- 
# ble to manage their. owa Intereſt tn Church 
* Aﬀairs, us being fit only to be Governed | 


ww. MN 


"—_— nglan aud Vikdicated? 29 © | 
© if not as Bruie Creatures, Y<t. as Mute. pers 

* ſons and that theſe. things are improved by 4 
* the Ambition of the Clergy ingrofſi ng all thing, i 20 
*;n the Church to themſelves, ' as they did m ? 
* former Ages, if the Old Popedome do. not © % 
© returng. a-New- eve Will be EreQted as bad as © } 

* the other. Thus. far Dr:Owen. _ _ ; 


QUESTION. 1v.- 


T Hether is it necefiary that perſons at their © | 
' Admiſſion into the "Church, ſhould' make © 4 
a oublick Relation of the Time and Manner” of, *- 


their Conve;fjon. ? 


Anſw. 1 As the Queſtion is worded, the - *| 


I Anſwer wal be Negative.. Nor do > 
Churches af. N:w. Eng!and impoſe this -: nor + 


J ought this to be required or defired of every, # 
one that Joyns to our Communion: | 
For, | 

F 7: Same ruly Convetted ones know neither © 
{the Time nor the Manner” of their Conver« - 

| lion... It is ofren ſo with thofe that have been - 

J Advantaped with- a Religious Educationz.and -* } 
{that have been all their dayes kept fram-fall» .: 3 
Jing into - Scandalous Sins. - The Spirit of God--* 1 
changeth their Hearts gradually and infſenfibly,. . 
fas Mr. Beer. and other: pract-cal Divires- 
Jhave ſhewen. ..1 Hove (hb) elſe- where noted 


what: 74 - 


G Iz the miſe to My. Mitchels Life. 


 . what Mr. Baxter relates concerning a confi: 
/ ÞAderable number of Eminent Chriſtians - who: 
being. met together on other -- accounts; it 
was propoſed whether they could-all- give 
an account of the Exa&t Time of their-Con- 
verſion ;- and” there was bur one of them 
all that could do it. | 
2... The natural  Tempers. and Infirmitiey 
of ſome are ſuch as make them: uncapable 
of relating publickly what God has-done. fo 
them. . Some have a'natural Hefitancy of 
Speech. . Others. are.of very baſhful Tempers, 
Others are.of ſuch -weak [ntelletuals as that 
they can. Scarce. ſpeak ſence; To pu;. ſuch 
upon Publick Declarations of their Experiences, 
would. be. to expoſe Sacred things to bs 
For iba Ridiculed by men of profage 
pirits. . - | 
3. It is poſſible that the Occaſion of x 
mans Cynverſigqn may have been ſomething 
not fir to be publickly related. It may tb 
the. words. of ſome. perſecuted Saint who is it 
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7 
. obſcurity. It may be ſome. figoal Judgm off { 
on-fome. of his Re&lations ; Nay,. it. may hfl } 
ſome Secret Sin. which. hicaſelf has been guilyf c 
of, may have ſo' wounded his Conſcience af} c 
to occalion his. true. Repentance for all hig , 
other S.ns' : but this. he ought, not to. tell thif 
World of-- pw . IM 2 Ai 
4s | am the more {low to-pronounce thi of 


- practice in Queſtion ta be Abſolutely nece ſoar) '$ 
tor zhat>, Gyod and wife men, have. = - Wu 


in N;- England Vindicated: -3+- 
if carisfyed neither>-with the neceffity nor yet: : 
| with the Expediency- of it. - 'Frue it is, that-. 
tf] the reaſon of that Oppoſition - againſt - it which: 
is m- the minds of ſome, proceeds from-their 
own- Want ;-of Experiences The American . 
Apoſtle, ( as Mr. Baxter -calls him )' good old: 
'8 Mr. E!zoz, who- was very Z=alous-or publick - 
$0 Rel2tione, has ſometimes told us -of a man 
I that. Joyned himſelf to the Church-in Roxbury, | 
who hads.been a very bitter Enemy to this #4 
Hoty: praftice of the Churches--in N-w-Eng- . |! 
lang, ; until the Lord: changed his Heart : - 
And then ; when - he offered -hfanſelt : ro- the 
Communion: of the Church, he- began his - 
publick Relation after this matner, I may 
of be 3t will be wondred at that 1 who have been. . 
hf ſuch an Enemy to theſe Relatians, and have fo 
| often inveighed againſt that praftice. of the 
Churches, ſhontd now --. be' wil'ing. my+ ſelf to -, 
ol Relate what impreſſions ties Word and Spirit © 
if of God has made upon me. I muſt Confeſs, that .- 
when I was againſt that Praflicez ths true rea- - 
q ſor: was becauſe Þ had nothing ro fay-; but 56 - 
Ml has pleaſed the Lord #0 Open my eyes, and to , 
Change my heart : .and now-I am willing: #0” De» * 
yg clare unto all you that fear the Lord, what God! © 1 
has done for my -Soul.-. Aﬀter this manner. did +. - 
if that Converted -man Expreſs: himſelf. Yet - 
neyertheleſs, forne who have had Experience --» 
9 of the Regenerating Grace ofGod-intheir own --, * 
mm Souls, have noethought ic-necellary, to declare . 2; 
<q" this. Poblickly, when they .Joyn in+Churche 2 
nf Kobe, Icuember- mr; Warby Brka.. | 
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and Ancjent:acquaintance,. the Reverend andſ 
Learned Mr. Fohn How ( who was Paſtor « 
a Congregational Church in -great Torrington 
in Devonſhire, where | was bis Succeſſor in 
the work of the Miniftry forty years agoe Jl 
intormed me -of one in that Church, . who had 
been very averſe to make a Relation- of hi 
Experiences, as ſappoſling there was no Rule 
in : Scripture obliging all that joyned to theff 
Church ſo to praftice : Bat at laſt he yielded 
to the Importunity of them that defired it from 
bim ;:and made ſuck a Relation of the work 
of God on His Sovl, that (as Mr. How aſlurf 
ed me ). there was not one man in all the 
Church that had dry Eyes at the hearing. of it, 
Theſe things conſidered, we ſhall readily con- 
cede. unto thoſe.: who are. Scrupulous. about 
Relations, .that A Formal Relation is not abſor 
tutely necefiary. in. order to Admiifion into 
Church Fellowſhip... 
Nevertheleſs, - | | 
Anſw. 2: - The praCtice of the Churches in 
New- England. as to this particular, is Lawfu', 
Laudable,.. and Edifying.,, It is Lawful for 
Churches to defire thoſe that offet: themſelves 


£5 — - Py 
= %, 
ns * 
= "34 

. ». - , . = 

4 , BP. 7 

Wh Wy. "JO = 06-2" 4þ ft, F 

H , wr T0021 ms q 
CON ” i aa Co Ripe . 6 > ; 
E. 


| in-N; England Vindicated, 33: 7 
loving kindneſs and thy Truth from the great _ 
Conpregation.. Pſal. 40.- 1@ And-irr another - 

"I place, he fayes, Coms- and--hear- all -you- that 

fear Gdd,*and 1 will declare what- he: has done 

Ms for my Soul. Pſal 66.-16: Theſe Expreffions 

FT ſhow that a-Ghriſttan ſhould:be willing-upon . ©: 

iT juſt - occafions to dechars the Goodneſs and ' 
Gracious. workings of God upon his Sol, 

1 and this-too in-the Aſtmbly and Congrega» . 

-ON tion -of his People Now it-a Chnrgt does : 

T defire .it, thats a juſt occaſion: for -the doing 
T of it : and therefore it then cuzht to be done. 
Moreover, the Scripture fayes, that Chriſtians 

Wy ſhould be.ready to give- a reaſok of 'the hope - 
that. is.. in them to every - one that;- atheth.- 

1. Pet 3-15- Fhis' Expreffioh of *4- reaſon of 

uy heir hope. ſhews that they muſt not-only de- | 

'| clare what-good things they hoped forin' this . 

f or ia another world,, but alſo upon- what 

grounds they did ſo hope. For-eife- they . 

| might (hew-their hope, but not. the Reaſon , 

4 of their hope. Now if-a man has Experi- 
$.cnccd-a york- of Saving Converfisn, cauling -: 
Þ him- to accept of Chriſt on the+terms- of the 

5] Goſpel,. he ' has- fufficient Ground and R-zſon 

Wy for Hope. Eph 1 18. Heb: 11: 1: But with- 

out that he has: no-reafon to hops. but. the 
contrary. Eph. 2.12; Therefore he that de> . 
Iclares the reaforr of his hope, . muſt+ declare - 

e:F his Faith and Regeneration If the- Apoſtle - 

ſe] does. ſpecially .intend- that Chriſtians» ſhould-; 

+} be ready to do this before Perſecutors,.who- . 

m1 would. probably be oftended with"them for : 

T 9) ws its. 
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it, .. furely they ſhould be m= to. do thig, | 
before a Church of. Chriſt who -wilk-not be 
offended with them, but blefs -Gdd-for what? 
athey ſhall hear.  Fke. Presbyterian (s) Mi by 
niſters of London fay well, whoſe - words ahi. 
theſe, 1f Chriſtians are bound to give an acemitth,, 
of their Faith and Hope to every one that ashethh.. 
yea even to Heathen Perſecutors, how . mus | 
mere ought they todo it to the Officers' of th fn 
Church ?. eſpecially..at ſuch a Tine when thi, 
defire to be admitted to ſuch an Ordinance 
5s. not cammon to ;all ſorts of Chriſtians | ad 
And how much more to a whole Churdg / 
of  Chrift, if they ask ic 2 There! are alk 
 Senturs Examples to enceurage this Holy, 
practice... They who were admitted; to Fobnf , 
Baptiſm, made an. Open Declaratzon of tha, 
Converfion. Math 3. 6. And thoſe Conyen 
ip 48. 2. did manifeſt that ſerious deſire 
were wrought in their Souls to be dcliveraf 
from their Sins, which Jay. upon their Conf. 
ſciences and pricked their hearts, and thu, 
they gladly received the word pf promiff 
HK this was publickly manifeſted by them by, 
 foretheir Admittance to Baptiſm -; why ſhoulf 
not the like be done now by Chriſtians be 


It is alſo recorced concerning the Converts 
Epheſians, that they not only believed, bi: 
Came and Conſeſied. Af. 19, 18. which ii | 
plyes A Publick Declaration of their Converflllf , 


( 
fore their ACcmiſion to. the Lords Tablef ; 
0 


Fans (i) Vindication of Preebyteyian | 
Government. p. 67. 


in N:'Etgland Bindicated; 2 
And. we find that the Apoſtle Paul was _ 
| Lipon all jaſk, occaltons” to: relate the ftory of 
4 nk Converſion. - 'This does. warrant Chrifti- 
$95. now.to pradice the like on juſt occafions.” 
WMnd. conſequently when a Church of Chriff 
Yhall call for it The great Au#in in- his 
ook of Confeffions, relates the ſtory of his 
F-onverſion :- The like we find 'in the pub< 
thed lives of many Saints. Fuffin Martyr 
} his diſputation with Tr9phon the Jew giv= 
ih a Marvellous account of his Converſ1on, . 
; yy. means of a Reverend old man, that ad- 
ied him to Read the Scriptures and to pray 
il God for illumination, and then departed 
*Jut of his faght. : 
"MW 2. It is neceffary that Churches- ſhou'd 
"now that thoſe whom they admit ro their 
Eommunion are duely qualified for that Co 
union. _ That they have in them (AG 
'%; men are able, to judge ) thar which'*'is 
He matter. of D -Examination, viz. Faith 
1d Repentance, That they have an ability 
ne Examine themſelves, and not only Dori 
Viilly bur Spiritually zo diſcern the Lords Body. 
J Cor..11. 28, 29. Now one way'for the 
Shurch ro know that they are ſuch, is, by 
Relation of Experiences. Nor can it be 
Sown except by a Relation, or that which 
val - be Equivalent thereunto ; as our "Wortmy. 
. ol Mr. Mzechel has. Evinced. 
'3: This pradtice of our Churthes - has a” 
Endency to promote Godlzneſs in the Power 
(k) See bis Life, p. 84+ 2M 
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| + «+ publiſhcd Epiſtle. 
; © has a teneeicy to promote tGodlineſs, why 
"ſhould it nor tbe-continued-in our Churches ? 
It tae \Reformers «3n the Church of England, recs 
: qh&pSolemn account of their ſence -of Spi- 
_ ritval-things -of thoſe that -are Admitted into 
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of 3. -I- bleſs the+*Lordg, in that there are ar 
' this .day in London, ſeveral Religions Societies 
of ' England, 
' whoſe deſign +is- to promote-Rekigion in the 


of the Communion of the Chu 


Power: of it, Now theſe Societies require 


_ of ſuch as-Joyn"-to them that they give the 
. Society. a-Solemn account ' of their fence of 'Spirts 
"tual things, 'Which they do'-fometimes Orally 
and ſometimes in Writing. 


One that has 
peruſed fome of their Papers, 'Reports that 


' they have in them ſuch Piogs and. ſenſible 
- Expreſſions as -wou!d mightily-aftc& any Pious 


Perſon - to read them. But of-this I have 
made- a more large -Recitation in a lately (1) 
Now lince this -practice 


their «Religious Sucteties, Why may not we re» 


quire the bike of them that yoyn to our 


Churches, which -are -Religious Societzes ? | 
4. This :praQtice has been and will be at- 


' tended -with blcfled <fteCts, 


For, | A 
-1. It will cauſe the Name of Got te be plo- 
rityed. The Ghurch that Hearath a Savoury 


"Relation frem any that preſent themſclves 'to]. 


their Communion, will. praiſe God:for:his Grace 
in\, thera. Gal. 1. 2&. | *:4 2 
| 2. The 


| <0) See my Epiſtle before Mr. Willards 
Sermons on 2 Tim. 3. 5+ 
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2. The Lords people will have Joy and _}: 
Comfort in ſuch Members being added to © * 
them, If Pau! and Barnabas did cauſe great, 
| joy to the Brethren by declaring the Conver- 
'Þ ion of others: AR. 15. 3. That Chriſtian will _: 
'F cauſe great joy to a whole Church of Chriſt,, . 
'f that ſhall Relate to them, the Experience © 
which he has had of the: Grace of God in his 
own Converſion. It is good to be a helper 
and not an hinderer of the joy of Saints. . 
2 Cor: I. 2 ++ id 
3. The perſon that does thus joyn himfelk 
to the Lords People will have more of their, 
Love and AﬀeCtion than could otherwiſe be 
expected. When they perceive whar Expes=, 
rience he has had of the Convertmg Grace 
of God in his Sou), every one that is Godly 
will Love him, and their Hezrts will be U- 
nited to him. 1 Fob. 5.1: I Appeal ro the 
Children of God it they do not hind it thug, 
It when they hia- any perfons make a very. 
B Experimental Relation of Gods dealings with 
ÞJ them, in Convincing them of their miſerg 
Eby Nature, and bringing them to caſt theme 
ſelves up2n Chriſt, and helping-them againſt 
Eſpecial Temptations, they do not find in their 
Yhearcs a Singular Love and Holy Aﬀe&tion- - - 1 
towards ſuch perſons ever after -tnat days - 
VE From ſuch.Confiderations as theſe mentioned, 
F the practice of the Churches of New- England 
o_ reſp: ting the matter in Queſtion 4s to be 
"”s Jaſtiftyed, and | pray- God, that ir may be. 
] with due Solcmnity —_— That age” 
O 
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.-of our Presbyterian 'Brethren require that 
-Which is equivalent to what is with us called} 
a Publick Relation, of thoſe whom they ad. 
"Mit _ ro the Lords Supper, is to be ſeen by 
| a Diſcourſe, called, The 7*ung mans claim 
| -#he Sacrament, Written by my worthy Friend 
* *'Mr. John Ricks a .Reverend Mrmiſter noy 
in London, I (hall only add, that care is te 
Þe tiken, Left this cuſtom of the Churche 


degenerate into a meer Forma'tty. Not onh 


things in themſelves Lawful and Good, but rh: 
'Holy Inftitutions of Chrilt, have through the 
:Malice of Satan and the Corruptions of mc \ 
\been turned into Formalities. So are Churchff | 
officers, Sacraments, and Church: cenſures inf} | 
the Church of Rome, and in ſome Proteflan ( 
'*Churches alſo; which are not through] 
cleanſed from the Romiſh Superſtitions. O 
Cuftomary-Relations may and will be fo toog 1 > 
we be not carcful,ro prevent it: Infipid, Sap P 
leſs [Relations which are uſed only Proformay 
will not [Edify ; but give Scandal, ard Pig * 
qudice many againft this Laudable Practigy J- 
There are Reports, as if in ſome Church; 
Perſons have brought written - Relations fil A 
to the Minifter, and then to the Church] ? 
which were not of- their own diftating, bufſ 
 Meviſed by others for them. {1 hope thi i 
Reports have nothing of Truth in them, bit T 
af they have, I am fure'that ſuch Ly.1-s co thi 
Holy Ghoſt, have Exceedingly provoked thif jy” 
Lord. | | tio 
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QUESTION. Ye 


JF AS the Church Covenant as Commonly- 
praftiſed in the Churches of New- England. 
any Scripture Feunaaticn. ? 


Arſw, This © Rueſticn was Conſidered at a*. 
General} Convention of Miniſters at Boſton, _ 
May 26. 1698. And all the Miniſters then” 

reſent ( one only «xc-nted ) did Concur in - 
the Affirmative, The Reaſons to prove that 
this Practice of our Churches is not an humane - - 
Irvetition, but grounded on the Word © 

w God, are for 25 thele. - reps 
| 1. Nothing is more Inauputable then: that 
"Funder the Oid Feſtzment, the Church was. * 
FCorfticuted by a Govenant, Nor was any- - 
J Profelyte admitted into that Church, but by. * 
"Y laying hold of the Covenant, A Profelyte 
was Eilins federis a Son of the Covenant: "The 
T :ws were Vuchurched by b:ing Diſcovenanted, 
Zech 11 10, Things abundantly iofiſfted on 
Fin the Old TeRamen', are more ſparingly ' 
' mcntioned in the New. Such as the Sarctifis 
caticn of the Sabbath, and the Church Ste * 
ot the Infant Children of the Lords People, : 
{ The like may be faid as to the Church Cave. 
nant. Several Eminent Divines have giver 
this reaſon why the Word Covenant is not mens 
Jrioned, by che Apoſtles, when they ſpeak of * * 
gparticular Churches. viz. Becauſe it is founded 
PS 'Dz 5. 
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on moral Equity, and often mentioned in the Þ 
Old Teſtament. © Moreover ( as is noted! 


by a Learned Author ) the name Covenant and 
Covenanting, was that which would have made 
the Churches in thoſe dayes Obnoxious ro the 
Civil Powers, who were then - Eremics to: 
Chriſtianity. "Therefore the Anoſtles did fors 
bear the Names, but Eſtabliſhed the Th» 
by Similitudes evidently implying ir. 
2+ Scriptures which relate to Goſpel Times, 
intimate fuch a Covenant as is uſed in our 
Churches. 1/2. 62. 5.*Tis faid of the Churhes, 
Thy Sons -flaall Marry thee, which implies a 
Covenant. Thus 1/a. 44. 5 One ſhall ſay 1 
am the Lords, and another ſhall Subſcribe with 
his hand unto the Lord,, and Surname himſelf 
by the name. of 1/r2:!, This is Explicic Coves 
nanting, to be in Goſpel Times. So 1/a.56 4. 
They that chuſe the things that pleaſe me, and 
#ake hold of my Covenant. | 
3. Members in. particular Evangelica 
Churehes are faid ro be Fellow Cirizens. Eph, 
2.19. Now there is no Admiſhon into ju 
Cvitatis, or City priviledges, but by an A& 
. which implies. a Covenant. Citizens are in 
a. Covenant together to k ep the Laws, and 
maintain the Liberty of the City. A 


' 4 A Church when Collapſed, is rcRoted by 


A Renovation of thee Church - Covexant with 


Þ God, and with one another : Ot which we 


bave -Inſtances in the Scriptare. 2 Chron, 23; 


3G. and 29, 9, 10. and. 3& 3 ly 3%: Ex4. 
2H | 1Q, 
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| . 7.9. 3, -5. Nebe. 10.29. Now there is the ſame -- ;: 
reaſon of. Reſtitution, as of Inftitution, | 

5, Nothing elſe can be mentioned as Cons 
ſituring a Particular Church,. þut -only a 3 
Covenant, Agreements. Or Conſent to walk with: -: 


G God and one another according to the Rules - 

«jj of the Goſpel, Meer Cohatitation doeg net  } 
; make a Church Member, for then Jews. and : ! 
| Pagans would be Members of Evangflicat + * 
| Churches, Nor docs Profeffion do. it,.far them - 


{| it would be impoſſible to cut off Scandalous: -. 4 
Members by Ex communication. Nor Baptsſm > + 
For then upon the cealing of Memberſhip - 7 
ia a Particular Church, a man mult be 're= - , 
bap iſled. | . '> 
. 6. There sre Scriptures in the New- Tefta= -* 
ment which imply ſuch a Covenant,- as that - 
which . we plced. for. A&. 2: 42..They Conti . 
wed, The Greck word {igrifies, They;-fored 
and Cleaved together. So Af, 5. 13. None 
+ durſt Foyn themſelves, 5, e, give themlelves to 
"| the Church; they were afraid of being Mar- 
ried tothe Church The word is the'/fame- 
with that Marth. 19, 6 Ir is in reſpe& of the 7 
Covenant ( as- Dr. Goodwin (m): obſerves #7 
that they ' who are Conugally related, are 3 
faid to be: joyned together. - 
7. If Impliiit Covenanting 1 
j | cxftfary to the being. of a particular Church, 
| ther Exp!i0:ze - Covenauting. muſt” needs be 'a 
(4, 


s abſolutely ne? YE 


| good thing The more Explicit men are in 
yenſelg CRT anFowning his Inſtareigns : 


(am) ln kris 4th, Viiun, 
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* the more do they Glorify him. Matrh. 10. 3 5. 
Mark 8. 39. There is ( as Mr. (n) Stone the 
famous - Teacher ' of Hartford has obſerved ) 

"anuch of the Viſible Glory of Chriſt appearing in 

"the Explicitneſs of the” Church Covenant, when 
men viſibly bind themſelves and their Children to/ 

Chriſt, That Explicit Covenanting was pradti« 

” fed among Chriftians in the nextages to the 

"Apoſtles, is Evident from Pliney ( who lived 

| Anno. 110 ) his Letter-to the Emperor Trajan. 

'- Having Enquired into what was Cuſtomary 

in Chriſtian Aſiemblies, He fayes that they didfl 
meet to Worſhip. Chriſt, and that they. did 

ks Y»- an Oath bind themſelves to attend the Dsſci 
_ pline, that they would not allow of Adalterics 

* *"Thetts, Lying, or any Evil thing- to be af : 
mong- them. We fee in Fuſtin Martyr, his. 
Second' Apology ( who lived within fafty Years off 
ſome of the Apoſtles )-that Chriſtians were it 
thoſe Dayes admitted into Church: Fellowſhip) 

* Qeclared their Reſolution in all things.to Con 
-form to the Word of God: They did nat 
'only profeſs their beliet of the Chriſtian Re 
ligion, but promifed to-live accordingly. Apol 


{ 
{ 
| 
2: P.93, 94. Tertallian (v) in his-Apolegy fpealblf 1 
; ing of Plinees -Eetter bur now cred, Exprel: t 
eth the PraCtice of thoſe Primitive Chriſtiangſ} t 
by faying that 'they met together-ud Corfederf} « 
randam Diſciplinam, which fhows that they] ( 
had both a D-/cip/ine and-a Covenant amongll] 3 
them, and- clearly Explaines- the meaning al c 

I . - - .. Plan 

(on) In bis 4nſwer to My. Hudſon. þ. 4:1, | 
(oO) Cop. 2.8: | Miki )113, 
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in N. England Vindicated;. - 43 
Pt;nies Sacrament or Oath, which fe affirms: 
to be Praftiſed in the Chriſtian Afſ-mbiies, 


commenius p) informs us that.in the Bohemjaw - 
Churches ſuch as were admitted to tull;Coms- - 


-munior, made a .publick profeſſion: of their - ©? 


Faith before the whole Church; withall pro« 
mifing to live according: to the rules of the 
Goſpel. - In the beginning of Queen E'sxz 
Reign, ſeveral Congregatians in Eng/and, pare 
ticularly thoſe in Coventry, and -in Northamptong 
did publickly profeſs Repentance for their [+ 
dolatry,, and Promiſed Obedfence- to- the Pro». 
teſtant DoCtrine then reſtored and eſtabliſhed ;;. 
which Mr. Robinſon in his Anſwer to. Mr. 
Bernard, p:4.6 4 Suppoſeth to be the-deed not of 
the whole Congregations, . but-of- fame Mini- 
ſters, a few of their: people joyning with chem. . 


There are ſome who .fay that Presbyterians are - * 


againſt Explicit Covenanting, My deſign 


to- viridicate them as well as their Congregats- 
- onal. Brethren. And I muſt therefore fay, that 
* fuch: an Imputation to- there all, is-an-injurious: * 3 
| Refl:Ction. Both the one 8 the. other acknows. # 
ol iedge that Expiicic Covenanting. is not Eſtential. 
T to the being of a Particular. Church.” Nevers *: 
1s} theleſs, that it is. very. uſeful-to the beng. eſſe . 
of thereof, for:.the more cfleftugl Managemens 
of-Diſcipline,” and preſervation of-Order in- the 


Churchss, . which. -, renders it. AQ duty, WM Dis 


W Hoznbeck ( a Learned proleffor in the Univerfiry-_ 
af of L2y1dex who has. writen.in Defence of. \the - _ 
246h T 


CP) Hiſtor. ps 46. et.in rats ordin;., © 
; 8.431 46 _ 


44 @The Order of the Churches 
Presbyterian Governnient } (F) declares his 
appro bation of the pratice , of Congregational 
Churches as to that of . Exp!rcie Covenanting, 
' and that he approveth of what Mr. Corton, 
Mr. Richard Mather, and Mr. Norton, { all of 
New-England'). have publiſhed on that Subject; 
. The Churches in Holland are under the Pres-| 
byterian form of Government. It is certain 
thar they did: many years fince require Ex 
Flicie Covenanting both with God and with, 
the Church, by thoſe that were admitted into, 
th:ir Communion,” Zepperus who hiwſe't was 
"one of them, writes that their manner and or«ﬀþ ( 
der, is, (q) That when any perſons are admits 
p 
t 


 - ted to the Lords Table, they make a Publick Pro» 
>  feſſion of their Faith before al the Church, and 
> dikewiſe promiiſe and Covenant that: they will con«f x, 
 #rnue mm that Faith, and lead: their Lives accorsf ( 
 dingly. This perfonal Covenamting with Godf x 
and the Church is required by ſeveral of theff fa 
Syed tn Holland, and is. highly approved: off 4 
by the moſt Learned: Voetius in his Bookg of 
(+) EccleſiaRical Polity. An Epiſcopaiian neat 
upon an hundred years fi1ce, complained. that 
the Tatviniſts- 8nd; Reformed Churches in 
France would not admit avy one unto ' theft w 
Lords Fable, Except he' id make a Pablichf P 
Profeſſion of bis Faith, and did alſo Promiſe by the C' 
: beip. of: God to continue Redfaft therein, Out | Be 


Ne Sb: 5 eli Rex 
© (Þ In Epif.' ad Durenm.p 369, 310. 


| © ta) AZ?pper. de polite. Eccieſ. L, 1.0 144 
t (&} Part is Lib. 1: c 4a 
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in N. England Vindicated. 45 
Renowned Mr. Robert Parker,, ( who being. 
driven out of England by the then Perſecuting 
Prelates lived amoneglt the Reformed Churches 
abroad } acquaints us that in thoſe Churches, 
When any-perſan ſeeks Admittauce into Church 
Communion, the Name of him who deſires to be a 

Church Member is Publiſhed. in the Congregation, 
that if any one has ought to ObjeA againſt the 
Perſon Propounded, he ſhould acquaint the Eldtrs- 
therewith, If nothing is brought in againſt him, 
he is admitted, but not without a Solemn Cove- 


ant with God and the Church ; and to the 


Church he promiſeth to walk, as becomes that 
Holy Fellowſhip, that he will ſubmit to the Diſcs- 
pline of the Church, that he will Watch over 
the Brethren of that Communion according to 


the command of Chriſt, If ('faich Mr. Parker ) 


(s) this were practiſed in the Charch of England, 


there would: be no cauſe for 4. B. Whitgsft to 
fay, that the Viſible Church is. fult of Idolaters, 
Adulterers, Drunkhards, and Atheiſts. "That 
none were admitted to be Members of Pdrti- 


cular Churches amongſt-the Rzformed in (e) 


France Without Publick Coveraniing or Proe 
miſtng Subjefion ta the Diſcip'ine of Chriſt, 1s 
welt known. Now let uz hear wha? a later 
Presbyterian- fayes about an Exp'icir Ghurch 
Covenant : The R-verend Mr. Baxter in his 
Book called Chyrch Concord. (n) declares that 

there: 


(s) De pol. Eeele/, L, 3.0.16 p. 171,172. 
(t) $2 Mr. Quicks Synodicon. An.1565-p.61- 
(n)P. 20, 21. | fy 
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46 FThe Order of the Churches 
there is no difference at all between the Learn= 
ed of both perſwaſions. ( Viz. Presbyterizn 
and Congregational ) about this controverſy, 
Fhe thing ( fayes he ) that the Presbyterians 
have ſtood upon is no more but to Vindicate the 
Fruth- of our Churches againt the Separatifts, Y | 
that have denyed them to bettrue Churches, bes 
cauſe they have not an Explicit Cevenant. Trey 
demy not but that ſuch a Covenant may con 
duce to_ the well beins of the Church, And 
he. adds further 3. conciude that whatſrever 
fome Farticular Perſons may be Guiity cf, there 
| is no real differance between the Presbyterians 
and Independants in the point of Church Cove+ 
nant.” God forbid, that any faithful Miniſter of 
 Chrift ſhould flaht againſt that which is preſita+, 
ble to the well-being of #he Church, meerly bes. 


'® 

E- = 4 - o oj 

x TT © © oe Ls Sig - ae "4 os 
| wer and. want, a7 


calamitous diſeaſes that leave us "but the being 
of men. Nature, and Scripture, and the Pre+ 

fidents in the O'd Teſtament,” and the D:Arint 

of the ApoFties, and the Ancient praftice of thy 

Churches do ſatiif+ us of the uſefulneſs of Hh 
' Covenants, prudently, ſeriuſly, and ſeaſenabl 
made, Thus Mr Baxter who has much more 
to the ſame purpoſe in his Book of Conhr- 
mation. | | 
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in N. England Vindicated, «7 * 
QUESTION. VL | 
I Pablick, Reading of the Seriptures without 


any Explication or Exhortation therewith, 
part of the work incumbent on a Miniſter of the 


s Goſpel \ 


: Anſw., 'The Queſtion is not whether ſuch 
3] Readings are Lawful, ( tor who doubts that ) 
7 & but whether the Miniſter \that ſhall omir them 
"| does fail in that which is ſome-part of his duty: 
To which the Anſwer muſt be Negatzve.- It 
cannot be proved that that which ſome call - 
Dumb Reading, or . publick Reading of the | 
Scriptures without any Explication or Exhor- - ? 
Þ tation is part of the Paſtoral Office, or that 5 
which every Miniſter of the Goſpei is bound 
%Y ucito. Some have thought (w) that when Paul 
"E ſayes to Timothy, Til 1 come give attendance to 


OSS. WR. - i. ES. A. 


3 Þ Reading, that he means Publick Reading of 
"|| the Scriptures ; but then he.adds, and to Ex- 
, hortation and DofArine. 1 Tim. 4 13. The 


Reading of one Chapter with a briet Explica» 
tion, will Edify the Congregation more than 
the bare Reading of Twenty Chapters will 
I do. i And every Miniſter ſhould attend that 
MY which will be - moſt to the Edification of his 
People. It publick Reading without Explica- 
tion or Exhortation therewith is a duty, than 
thoſe Miniſters who when they. Read- gr: 
(w) V. Dido. clav: p. $33- And Ayal: 
worth againſt Smith, p. 44+ 


\ F - 


48 @The Order of > 1 Churches . 
ly do alwayes Expound or Exhort there 
with, but do-'not prattice that which is call- 
ed Dumb Reading, are guilty of Sin, as omiting} 
that which 4s their duty: Bur fuch Miniſter 
are not guilty of Sin : And-if not, it will chen 
follow that they who pradtice Reading with 
out Explicazion under the notion of a duty 
are guilty of Superſtitten, in making that a 
duty which is none. As for Reading withou 
Interpretation, there are many who can dr 
that as well as the Miniſter. We find in Nekh 
8. 8. That they read in the Book of the Lan 
diftinfly, and gave the ſence, and cauſed tham & 
wnderſtand the Reading. TT hat the. Jews wert 
wont to Read the Scriptures in their Sy7agogutt 
* every Sabbath day, we all know, The Pex 
| Feteuch ( or five Books of Moſes ) was by them 
divided into fifty” four Paraſhoth, or Seftion 
which . they read over once every year 
| When Anticchus inhibired the Reading of th 
Law, the Jews inſtead thereot Read the Pre 
phets; after which it became cuſtomary. tt 
Read both of them. , The Jews called the 
Lections out of the Prophets, Haphtharot 
which fignifies Diſmiſſion, tecauſe they we 
wont to- diſmiſs their Aſſemblies with -thoſ 
Readings But that Explications-.and -Exhoy 
tations uſed 'to attend their Readings is certain 
It belonged to him that was the chief Ruler 6 
the Smagogue to ſee this done, who did ſome 
times permit others 'to do K, The chi 
man in the Synagogue was by. the Jews called 
Chazzan, #. e, the Inſpector, or ws, and 
-JONVK 
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Fs , The Order of the Churches / 

| Jomething out of the. Goſpel, and a Pſalm, afies 
-which the Miniſter Preached. upon what wa 
' Tread, "Therefore Auſt5n' begins ſome of his 
Sermons with . ſaying, Tres has Lefioner,. Ot, 
Theſe Feove nadiags which you have beard &r, 
1When..thediftin&tion of L:bri-proto-Canonics: 

 deuterocanons 


a. was received, the. Reading of 
&s in. Publick -Congregationg 
'brought th_ the Reading .of Apochrypha- Books, 
'C and at laſt the.Reading of Homilies inſtead 
of” Preaching }) which is ſtil] praiſed .in -Þt 

_ ſh, aid in  ſonie Proteſtant .Congregation 
notwithſtanding - there . is in the - Carmcsl of 
:Laodicea a Canon againit-it. From theſe and 
the Ike Corfiderations  Publick - Readings © 

| the Scriptures . unleſs with ſomE” Expoſition 
| thereon © was not praiſed in the -Churcha 
of Netw-England by thoſe Eminent Servant 
of Chriſt, who . hrſt planted Churches in 

. - this Wilderneſs. . Mr. Rutherford in his account 
of the'.Goyernment of .the.Church. of Scozland 
under that” head. of The-Paſtors Duty, { p.314 
mentions. reading Scriptures | with Expo ton 
but fays.nothing of reading without that. | 
am informed that there are Congregations. ig 
Scotland, where net the Paſtor, but the Ruling 
'Blder readeth the Scripture. Mr. <Calderwoodz 

. Criur Lexie Scotch Divine who. goes under 
- ' the name of Dideclavius ) ſayes, that he would] 5 
" pot have Sermons ' without reading the ScripsÞ 
tures : Nor reading. 'wichour Interpretations} E 
.Non probo LeQionem fine Interpretatione. Abf « 
| ES ao tare| - 
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tn Þ, England Vindicated. FO - 
rare * Damaſcan. p. 63%. In ſome (py), Congres' 

a ations in Germany, the Scriptures have” been” 

E read in order,-and Hluftrated with + brit and * 
pious Explication. Ih the Tigw#/#n - Liturgy,” 
there is no mention” of Reading? witheur-Inter- = +2 
pretation. I therefore ſuppoſe that there' is no - 4 
fuch praftice in' the” Helvetiaw Chorohes, I* 

knew an Eminent Miniſter in Eng/and who” 
did: tor- many years read ths Scriptures in the” 
publick Congregavion, wihout any Explics- ' 
tion, but in his latter Time he ſaw cauſe 
ro: alter his Judgement and practice therein, 
alwayes-joyning Interpretation with his Read-' 
ing. The Biſhop of Derry in his -late diſcourſe - 7 
of Humane Inventions in, the worſhip" of God, 

* makes a ſad- complaint, that- the”: Noncorformiſs 

a dont uſe to-read the Scriptures in their: Afſem-' 

* blics.. He ſayes, that in at the Meetings im the 

nl North of treland in a' whole year there -13” not ſo' 

nt} much Seriprure read-as in one day inthe Charch. 

ol Sure it js 2 ſad thing ( ayes he }: that a mart - 
Wl may go to moſt Meetings many years," and never 

mull hear- one entire Chapter 'read 41+ them; ' Mr: 

1] Byſe Anſwers him, that it 5s tht! general pruflice 

iN of. the  Miniſters.+in"the _ North of lreland ( the 

"0 Miniſters there 'are generally of the Stotch' 

4 Nation,: and of the Presbyterian Judgement ): 

el te. read every Morning: an_entire-. portion of: ' * 
\d] Scripeure, uſualy a whole Chapter, or at leaf + 
Py /o: much: as. they can” go through withs in an _ | 
N, Expofitzon: of : half ian hours length. £;* Now: $ I 
OY nonguy; in) Bis | 
Te} - (WY V, Fact, de pol. Eccleſ patt,1, lib.2-.605, Þ 7 
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5z. The-Qrder of the Charghes 
let us fuppoſe there-are Forty 2 n 
© the North of Ireland, and that in each-Meets 
"ing half a Chapter is read every Lords-day; 
© for three quarters of the year, by this Corfs 
© putation, there _ will be near Eight hundred 
* Chapters read in theſe: Meetings-in a year;ll | 
£ But will. the - Biſhop perſwade us. that therefll | 
*is 8s tauch read in. one day in the: Pariſh | 
© Church, ,, Mr. Boy/e- moreover fayes, thatfff ! 
© there are few Sermons of the Diſienters inffl 

*  - © which there is not as much of the Scriptures * 

þ-. ,* recited to the people: as if put together would] | 
- #© make up. two or three Chap:ers And thatff ' 
| the Diſtenters. have | better reaſon to blamsel 

F 
1 


an 4% 
b OY 


 *rhe Conforming Clergy for caſting out the 
© Expoſition of Scripture 'when read ( as that 
© Exerciſe is diſtinguiſhed from Sermons} then 
| © the Biſhop to.reproach-theny for / not ireading 
© ®he Scripture. And -that:. thoſe-:more fully 


* and. Expoynd, -than- thoſe. that only read 


F * He takes. notice what 2 Sfiſbrable ford 


- anſwer |; 
F vident that i Origen? time. Te | 
of the Scripture did. accompany: the publick] - 


-— 
Q P 


Reading 7 it, For. he calls their\4 nods 
Diageſers, - (F) the enarraizons gr . Explication |! 
of what had been Read, Origen was wont 
hiaaſelf £0 read {ſeveral Chapters. _ We. 

that he read the 255 36,27, 28. Chapters'dþ 
the-Firſt Book of Samue] at one time, "but: de- 
ferred the Expoſition of the laft 'of thoſe: 


Chapters 'to. anather Opportunity, At anaqs 
ther -time- he read in Bate, from Valeo, 6 
of Chapter. 15. 40 Verſe -5:,of Chapter, 171 

off and ſpent an hour-.( as he was wont to'do} - 
df n Explaining. and , Applying. what he had .- ? 
of read. | As for thoſe who are of the Biſhops - 
«8 mind, that many. Presbyterians as well as - 3 
off Congregational men, are guilty of *Sin,' ang * # 
 Hymane Inyen:ion. in the. worfhjp of de In ! 
aff 4bat- they alwayes add Explication or Appli- 

jj cation--to what they read in publick-” F ſhall 

if ovly. recomm:nJd t2 their ſerious' Confidera- 

f ton two paſliges, both - which. are quoted 

8 by. Mr. Bye, ' Oae is that of Auftin, Quare' 

il Leeitur,' fi Silebitur, aut quare autditur, fi non 

{0 Exponitur.: Why do we publickly read the- 

gy Scripture, if -we. muſt be filent and not Efx- © 
w-pound it. The ather is that . of” Bernard,. 
{El N-2 tradi: Mater parvulo nucem integram,” ſd 
if frangs: eam--et mnucleym porrigit : Opening 
the S:ripture is: like taking . the Kernel our 
11 0f the Nut, 305 
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| 54: The Orderof the Churches 
E -.,. QURSTETI@ON vi. Sy 
| Js Baptiſm 6. be Adminiſtted to al Children} 


" whom \ any Profeſied Chriftian ſhall ingage' 
fo. ſee Edugated_ inthe Chriſtian Religion? © | 


' nſw. If the Queſtion were only-whether 
All Children Adopted' by Believing © Parents: 


= 4 not be Baptiſed; we ſhould not op- 


| "For -this is granted not only by the 
gnenly; of Proteſtant  Divines, but Eminent} | 

;\ riters of the Congregatizonal Perſwaſton, pare | 
Exalarly Dr, Ames, and Mr. Cotton, are for « 

the 4firmative. / But as the Queftron is words] | 

ed, we. defend the Negative. And+ ſay, thabY 

all fuch'. perſons as.are Comprehended in the} t 
Queſftionz have not. a,right to Baptiſm, conſefſ i 
quently it would be a Profanation of- the: Holy 
Infti:ution of Chriſt to Adminiſter -Baptiſaiſ F 

ro them, For, = +4: 
,1I., Pafpifts, Sccinians and © other+ Heretic 'v 

Are ' Profeſſed Chriſtians. Bot their Childraff Þ 

_ ought not-.to. be Baptifed. Far that is tofÞ y 
declare their. Religien to be the true- Rel P 

| gion. When the Children of 1/aet werff »: 
| / - Baptifed - untv Moſes in the Cijoud, it wal C 
thereby fignifyed thar the: Refigion' raupht byJ d: 
Moſes, was the true Religion. 1-Com 20 uf G 

Bur Papyſts have corrupted the very Eſſential in 


of 'the true Chriftian .Religion, not..by o 
Bur by many Hereſcs by them, mentainedg 
byliges theie; Idolatry, Nor docs -it follow 


No; 


\ 
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that” it: the Children: of Papiſts. had no right. _ 
to Baptiſm, that then their i Baptiſm was a: 
Nutity and” muſt be'lrerated... For: they bap- 


Þ riſe in the ſarme Namey and uſe the fame out-. 


ward Element { though with -Siperftitious Ad-: 
ditions-of-+ their own - ) which is of Divine In- 
ſtirution 5 in which reſpes although- Fiers: 
non debuit, faRlum valet. : Now it the Chils 
dren of Papiſts | notwithſtanding .. theis. being - {] 
Profefied Chriſtians, -haveino: right to Baptiſm, + 
it any- ſfuch-ſRould ingage to ſee a Child Edu- 

cated in the Chriſtian Religion, that could not 

Entitle: htm to -this Sacred Orginance.:. Who - 


Þ can believe that -if a Papiſt: will andertake.to 


be the God-Father of the-Spurious Children af 


"Negroes or ' Indians, then-thoſe Children ought 2 
© to be Baptiſed ? - But they ought -to- be* fo, — 


it- this be a true Poſition,. That. Beptiſmr ought -- + 


vil to be Adrninifired to all. Children ., whom any .* | 


the pt mp ſhall ingage -to ſee Educated _ | 


Þ in the Chriſtian Religzom Our-farſt Reformers - 
of were large - enough- in their Principles and 


PraQtice as to the SubjeR - of Baptiſm , Nee 


of} vertheleſ, they taught that the, Children of 


Papiſts had no right to Baptiſm. So (a) Cab © 


ol 157, Farelz*Bexzs. Yew the (b) - Refarmed * 1 


Churches in France-will not admit the Chil» 
dren of Papiſts to Baptiſm, al:hough Proteſtant -- '? 


LI God-fathers- would engage. for'thelr Education -. 7 
in ze true Religion. Oar famous. Mr. Carth-. | 


wright: 3 
(v2 See rhezr diſeipiine G. Le: Roque: 
Py ZDk. 
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| © has been evinced/ by De. Whicgkers, Alingel 


 thetrue ſenſe of it. | 


whoſe Children have not by the / gppolints 
| © 1619. Permits none to be Suſceptors in . Baps 


_ tifm, but fich as-are  Orchodox-in. Religion] x 


| permits not them who are ſuſpended com the 


+ (e) th 1 Reply p- 1724.173.0, 


The Order of the Churches _ 
wright , (e)- proved qc ſuch Children 
have no.-right ts Baptiſm. becauſe. they are 


- cutoff from the Coyenant,. and..do not be 


long to-the Vile Church. - - We mult of 
ffity own- the Church of Rewe to be a 
true Churth,. if we own-- the © embers of 1 


to have right to Baptiſm. - But the contrarp.g 


Turretin, and many ;others-who have made It 
appear that: Papiſts only retain: the :ords off 
that which is called the ApoſHes Creed, but nfl, 
- 2: There are many -profeiiors of 2he Pro 
teſtant 'which is the | true Chriftzan Religiongff 1 

a 


"ment of Chriſt any right to Baptiſaz. For wel 
mify not 'Baptiſe the Children . of profane 
Parents, A--national-Synod-in Hellangd, Annoj 


>. 
k 
and of a:blameleſs Life. The Eccleſia211cgil ug 
Dyſcipline of the Reformed Churches.in Frarcegl R 
Lords- Supper, to preſent their | Chilaren 19K 4, 
Baptiſm as long as their Suſpenſion ſhall cena: 
dure. Every body knows that "Nil .did quad of 
wen-habee, No man thar has: not a right tf 4, 
Baptiſm himſelf, can convey a right to. hu xg, 
Ghildren.: "Phe Primitive right mult . be R de 
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in ®. England Vindicated, by | 
good as the. Derivative. But a Known wicked 
man has no right to the Seals of Gods Co- 
venant. P/al. 59. 16, 17: It is & diſhonour to 
the Name of: Chriſd that ſuch ſhould be owned. 
as his Servants, or wear" the- Livery. that be- 
longs to: ſuch. 2: Thn;' 2. 19; When \the 
Church made: an- Inn to- receive all Gomers 


by a Promiſcuous Bap:iſm, the Name of the-. _ 


Lord- is prophaned,: as fayeth our great: (g) 
Carthwright but now mentioned. 'Fhe - An- 


J cient Do&ors,. particularly (þ): Tertwullian (5) 


"þN Chry/oftom, and Eſpecially Auftin; (4) ( who- 
"} has largely diſputed! againſt the” Baptiſing of 
*_ ungodly men though Profeffzd Chriſtians Þ: 
"NF are wont to- alledgg that Spripture. Matth. 7: 
of 6: Give ye- not that which i3-Holy: to | Dogy, - 


a= 
painſt <<he -Baptifing of ſuch perſons © whick 


words notwithſtanding” they- | have- another 


feiſe are fitly applyed-bere. For Baptiſm is af 


vi Holy #bang. ' And the Scripture compares 
x wicked men ( though Profefiors of the _ 
os Religion-) unto - Dogs, Pſa). 22 20. '2 Pet. 
1% 22. No man thinks that Infidels. ought to- 
09 be- Baptiſed: But 'Praffical- Infide!s are many” 
vi times worſe than Projefied ones.” 1' Tim. 5. Þ: 


J 


(] 
4 


F any man provide not; for his. own Houſe, be 
bas denyed the Faith, and is worſe then an” In-- 


91 $4,” Many *'Profefied Chriftians 'do pradically 
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deny- the Faith; by their: Vicious Lives ko 
( ek of Atdmonition. p; 137+ _ 
(h) Ds Baptiſime. c. 18. 
(1):De Compurttion Cordis Li I 
(k) De Fide et opeyibus;* 
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' —  Nullifo their: Chrs 


| - fane the Sacred and Glorious Name of Chriſt; 
| - , Shall Swearers, .Drankards, Fornicators, and 


E is manifeſt that they have no Intereſt in the 


nance #: Have Excommunicates 'or their 


Parent Manifeſt Repentance ). to be ad: 


- rents committed to the. Tuition and Educatioq 


' Caution, © When in Gezevaa Proteſtant Mcny 


ON" FI 
Aa 


ceroof the: Chnrehes” | 
Sanzty,. and are-worſe than; 
Infidels.. To Baptife thera would be-to pro» 


ſuch like, who live in-the viſible breach of.:eh, 
Boarlofting Covenant.every;Day,have'that Gove 
nant Sealed. unto them by Bapriſmg@when ij 


thing: Signilyed and Sealed by -that Ocrdi« 


Children a rnght'to Bapiim-? 'Fhe Jews (4 
Buxtorf (1) obſerves.) looked upon Infant 
Children as Excoramunicate with the Parents 
And therefore: ( asanothsx Leamed. Authdy 
Informs- us. ) ſuch Children were not Cir« 
cumciſed, A. National Synod in Scotland 
"Anno "1.560, has declared that the- Children-. of 
Excomru 


nicate Parents ought not ('until-the 


unto Baptiſm. ' B-xz allows of- it in- caſe hy 
 Children-of the Excommunicate be by the P# 


of a faithful Member of the Church,. {»:). af 
we [ce in his Letter te the Miniſters -of Ng 
wenburg.in : Switzerland, but ndbt . without 


/ 


2 To mom 


ber-of a Church there had Apoſtatiz2d to thief; 


Popdlb Religion, the Grandmother... cemainiafſes 
Riill a Mernber, of the true Church, Sh [7 
bs: _ ,pria” 


(1). Buxtorf, in Lexic. Thalmudic. 
page I10h, Godwin Moſes ©... 
+ Aaxon. By 3." Ch. 2; - © 
(m) Beza Epif, 19. 


in N. Englatid Vindicated; Fo 
Baptiſm tor-her Grand-child ;*but conſidering 
that the next Parents' were both of them Ido» 
laters, and the-Child remaining under their E« 
Jucation,' the Renowned Fare! (n) reftfſed to 
Baptize it, though his Colleaque would do it, 
which occaſioned an unhappy -'Schiſm - in that 
Chureh. But then ſhall perſons who are 32/0 
Fure (8s. e. Viſolius -Legys fine ſententia judicrs ) 
Excommunicate (- whictr is to be afficmed- of 
many Profefied Chriſtians ) by Baptiſm be de- 
clared. to-have a -regular ftanding in the Viſts - 
ble Church ?. It is. by ſome pretended; - chat 
a Presbyterians are for -Baptizing ' af Profefied 
th Chriſtiens.. They that fay 101 are injurious - 
to thoſe our - worthy Brethren. . The= Great 
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th of Presbyterians, "He was not for Baptizing 
tf all that -pretended to Chriſtianity, as his (s) 
aFEpiltles thow. Jn the year 1550, Qur En- 
tiglih  Foſiab, -King Edward the Sixth "granted - 
©ſjto-the Dutch Proteſtants, and other Strangers 
Win London, a Charter of Incorporation to be- 
Wcome ' a Church, and to have a Meeting 
aJHouſe 'for - them, .. and - for - their Succeflors, 
which He Ordained to be called by the 
pFIname of the Church of the Lord Feſus, ( ?F 
hiJEnjoyning all -bis 'Subje&ts te permit them 
Wi eniccly 20 uſe and* exctciſe their own” proper 
cedfites ad peculiar Diſcipline notwithſtanding 
" oh 
(n): V: Calvin :Epiſt. 1417, 
(0) V. Epiſt. 136. 
'(p) Fullers Church- HiRory, | 
B. 7. fe 407, - 


AI Fobn Calvin has been Efteemed 'the Father * 


and noble Paſtor, Folm, —_ yas = 6d 
q;pf-Laſes in, Poland, has Publiſhed an as 
Cn their - Difipline, wherein He declares 
|  Raprijm-is Adminiftred an the: Publick: if 
= of the Church afrer the" Publick Sermon; 
3 for Seeing Baptiſm does ſo belong to "the whili 
=, Chucky that none oupht to be driven back that 
| 4; Mcqhber of the Church, nor to be Adminiſvrel 
10 any who-7s mot;ca' Member of '8t +. 38-33 melt 
. .- -phat-at ſhbuld-be performed Pablickly in-ahs fadl* 
of the whole Church. --*- PVe do Baptize thea? In 
F” fants gone. who have Fojmed themſelves 0 ou 
| _.A.Chumchby Publick Cenfeſſin of their - Faith am 
 » Obferoaticn of the Eccicſiaſtical Diſcipline. *-»» 
_ ſuffer ne Stranger ta offer his Infant- to Baptifh "| | 
#n-our Church, who 'bas not. mads a Publick # 
fefſwn of this Faith, and willingly” ſubunitted bb 
elf to the: Difer line: of onr: Churchs. -. . The 
&s' Fobn 4 , 2a noble, Polander, ' -who'4 
-Suceceded by the Dutch [Minifters, and. Churl 
now in; London. , To proceed. i The Leyde 
Divives, Polyander., Revert, Waleus, Thyſius, wel 
accounted: Precyreviens.. :But they wwere no i 
far Box ptizing\ profe + Chriſtians whoſe Live j 
wereprofane. « They (4) ſay expreſ}y,'Ss * E 
wore Licet fidem Profeſius im ma wivat Baptiſm 
- mutiandus\non. % for :which' they So ty 
eaſc 


{ (q Dope; 20 ; Fly dif. Thek, 46, 
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7 in N. England Vindicoated, 6&r 
IJ Reaſon, That Baptiſm is a Sacrament not 
FF - only of Faith, but of Repentance ; For which 

cauſe they that perſiſt Impenitently in any 

Scandalous praftiſes are not fubjeAts meet for 

that Sacrament. The Learned Spanheimius 

is called a -Presbyterian, Burt he has by weigh» - 
ty Reaſons proved, that Protane men chough 

Profefi:d Chriſtians, ouyht not to be Baptiſed, 

Mr. Baxter goes for a' Presbyterian. (r) He has 

by irrcfragable Arguments evinced, that 2he 

Children of notoricuſly Ungodly men ought not 

to be Baptiſed. Mr. George Gilaſpy was a 
Jl Presbyterian of the Church in Scotland. Now. 
wh his words are theſe. {t) 1 believe ( faith he?} 
no Conſcientious Miniſter would adventure to 

Baptiſe cne who has mayfeeſt and Infallible 

ih Signs of Irregeneration, Surely we-cannot be 
Y anſwerable to God if we ſhou'd Adminiſter Bap»+ * 

*tiſm to a man whoſe works and words do mani= 
feſtly declare him to be an Unregenerate Uncon= 
werted perſon. By the Teftimonzes which have 
been cited, it 13 clear that the denial of Bap- 
tiſm to ſome who are profelled Chriſtians is 
not the Principie of Independents only. 

3. Such Laxnefs in the Adminiſtration 'of 
Baptiſm as is Expreſſed in the Queſtion before 
us, is Popiſh and Antickriſtian. It was not fo 
in the Primitive Ages of Chriſtianity. That 
Error of. the neceſjuy of Baptiſm. ( not only 

EF - necefs 


{(r) bn his diſputations of Right to Sacraments, 
(t) In Aarons Rod. pe 515. 


DP = WS DS = © W7x H. 


62 | TheOrder of the Churches 


meceſſitate precepti ſed medij ) in order to Sal. 
vation. Likewiſe that Error of Baptiſmal Re 


generation, that Baptiſm does Regenerate mw 
'Ex opere operato, as Popiſh Authors teach, 
Þrought in this Error alſo. -Bellarmine, and 
| others of that Religion affirm that Baptiſm dog 
Sandify the Unclean, and that therefore- it jt 
not profaned when adminiſtred to perſon 
"known te be wicked. In pm ſuance of this pris: 
.ciple a Popiſh Prieſt Baptiſed no leſs than 
three hundred thouſand Americans. (#) And 
another Seven hundred thouſand as their own 
Hiſtorians inform us ) amongſt all whid 
there was not one Good Chriſtian, Mol 
certainly, the- Apoſtles did not Baptiſe afte 
that Lax manner. And Fohs: Baptiſt requir 
ed. Fruits meet for Repentance of the Adult pe 
ſons whom he admitted to this Sacred Ordi 
nance ; and when a Generation of Vipers cani 
ro' him for Baptiſm, he rejx&ted them becauk 
of their Impenitency, Matth 3. 8. with Lak, 7 
3 | 
- (u) Y. Purchaſe piler. concernivg 
America. p. IT5. 
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QUESTION. Vil. 


FT* Baptiſm 8. a private Houſe where there is ni 

> Church Aſſembly allowable ? | 
Anſv. Papiſts, Epiſcopal Proteſtants, and 

ſome Lutherans plead for it, But thi 


(4 


| in PN. England Vindicated, 63* 
| (2) Dottrine of the old Yalden/es was, that” 
| Bapti/m. ought to be Adminiſtred in a” full Con-* 
il gregation, fo the end that he that 15 recerved into 
|| :5e Church, ſhould be reputed © held of all for a 
if} Chriſtian Brother that a!l theCongregation might” 
af 2149 for himythat he may be a Chriſtian inHeart, 
iff as he rs outwardly eſteemed a Chriſtian: Moſt” 
ul of our Writers ( eſpecially Presbyterians ) dif-- 
4 approve of Private Baptiſm The Reformed in - 
France, (b) & theChurches in (c)Holand allo res 
quire Baptiſm to be publickly adminiſtred; Our 
Enzliſh Presbyterians im the Direfory, fays that” 
ol Baptiſm is not to be adminifired in private” 
if places, or privately, but in the place of publick” 
fl orpoip, and in the face. of the Congregations 
il The Geneva Divines ( as 1s to be ſeen in” 
Aanchys Epiſtles } when this caſe was propo= 
ed to them, Mhether Baptiſm  mught not be” 
| 4dminiftred in private, Adviſed thoſe that ſent: 
Ito them, not fo Baptsſe any but where there" 
7 945 a publick Aſembly, tor which they gave: 
{ſeveral Reaſons. Calvin, although he does! 
not judge private Baptiſm to be a meer nullity, 
nevertheleſs in his (c) In#itutions, he difallows- 
of it. And in his Epiſttes, he reaſeneth after: 
F 2 this 


(a) See Perm of the Waldenſes 
DoArine. p. 4.3. 
ni (b) See their diſcipline. ch. 11. s. 6, 
(b) v. Veer? de pol. Eccleſ. part 1. 
Ac L. 2. p. 726. 
l (C) L. 4+» c. I. $. IO 
4 
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this manner, (d) Baptiſm Seals our Introdu@ion 
and Initiation into the Viſible Church and 
Body of Chrift, and our Adoption to the Heavenly 
Inherit ance, therefore ( ayes Calvin ) Fas non 
eft adminiftrare Baptiſmum niſi in Cetu F ublico, 
It is not lawful to adminifter Baptiim «xcept 


in a publick Congregation. The Judiciousþ 


and Learned Proteflors (e) of Leyden, cons 
demn private Baptiſms : So does (f) Mareſiug, 
and fo does (pg) Aiting. In Scotland, (hb) Mr. 
Calderwood, (i) Mr. Gelaſpy, (k) Mr. Rutherford, 
have all of, them witneſſed againſt ir. Ir it 
evident that in the early Ag:s of Chriftiaruy 
Private Baptiſms were not uſed, but there 
Was an Error on the other hand, for they 
uſed; not to Baptiſe except at Eaſter and Perm 
#ecoft, when - were the greateſt Afſcmblies. In: 
the very beginings of the Reformation in Eng- 
Yand; private Baptiſm was not allowed of 
except in eaſe of neceſſity. King Edward6, 
this. Common Prayer Book, rcquires that the 
people ſhould be admoniſhed ro bring theit 
Children to Baptiſm only oh the Lords dayes, 
and oh Holidaye,. that fo all the Congregation 
might be witneflcs of their being received inta 


the 
(d). Epi8. 185. | 
(e) Syhopſ. diſp. 4.4» Thel. 53- 
(D- It Epiſt. Thev/. 
(g). Problem. Theol. part. %, fg. G2; 
(i) Engliſh popsſh 4 eremonies, P, 11%. 
.C k) Plea for Presbyeery. Þ 2.15» 
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im N. England Vindicated, 65 
the number of the Faithful, and that they 
might ' all be put in mind of what they had 
omiſed- in Baptiſm. And although private | 
aptiſcs ' are ordinarily ' practiſed by the Mi- --* 
niſters of the Church of Eng/gnd, when no 
neceffity compels them, the Liturgy allows not 


| of it. The Arguaents which our Divines 


PR againſt private Baptiſm ' are ſuch as- 
theſe. | or 

1. John Baptiſt did not- Baptiſe in 'privateg 
but where there was an open Publick meetings 
It has been obje&ted that Paul Baptiſed the 
Jayior ina private Houſe where, waspo Chureh 
Afſ=zmbly : To which is Anſwered; that Pant 
was an extraordinary Officer : And that. it was 
impoſſible in that Place at that Time to call 
a Congregation of Chriſtians to be witnefles of 
the Adminiſtration when-as yet there were no 
Chriſtians in that City. | 

2. Baptifm is-a part of publick Miniſtry =- 
Ic ought to be as publick as Preaching. 
Nor may it be adminiſtred cxcept | by one 
who is called to the Publick Miniftry. T 

3 . No perſon- may be-caft out. of the Church” 
privately, but the proceedings therein ought to-- 
be publick with the confent and- preſence” 
of the whole Church Theretore the Seal of * 
Admiffion into the Church by Baptiim- ought 
to. be publick alſo. Fhere is 2 parity of rea- 
ſoa therein. ; | 


4. Our profeifion of the Name of God 


and of Chriſt ought to be in the moſÞ publick 
way agd-manner that. poſſibly can be: Marth, 


E-'4 10-32. 


{20. 32; Rev.-14. 1- But -m Baptiſm we do in 
A ir mariner make , a profeſſion of the 
Name of the true God and of Jefus Chriſt 
Marth. 2.8,2.0, AR 19. 5. Gal. 3. 27; , 

5. Didoclavius (1!) argues more like 'a-Con: 
gregational. man than like a Presbyterian. For 
thus he reaſons. The power of Adminiftring 
Sacraments is as Chryſoſtom ſpeaks, Delivers 
#o the 'Churth, although the Diſpenſation or 
, Adminiſtration thereot belongs to - the Paſtors, 
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all 'the power, ſo as that he may ſeparately Ad 
miniſter. the Sacrament to whom he pleaſeth, 
but there ought to be the approbation, conſent 
and preſence'of the Church, | 

* This practice of private Baptiſm wa 


grounded'-on an Error ; namely on a 


Salvation. Auſtin was not withour that Error 
He thought that infants. who dyed Unbapriſ 
could not: go to Heaveyr, for which reaſon 
There was- about the fame time another Errot 
worſe than: this. crept into many Churches; 
viz: That none- could be ſaved: that-did- nd 
partake of the Lords Supper.:. So did they: 
miſunderſtand that Scripture Fob. 6--53? 4 


whereas thoſe words: were ſpck-n. by ovr; 


and are- meant of-. the Sovis- Eating. 's 
DOcifkirg/by Faith. Byt from: this Error - 


WU UViiſupra. p. $54. 


'Viohr before the Lords Supper was -inftitureq- 1 
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Now the Miniſter alone ('fayes he). has nj 


peri 
wafion- of: the abſolute neccffity. of Baptiſm toff'” 


th 
he has been | called,  Durus Pater Infantumlj * 


b 


1t Sacramental. Eating: were there intend on 
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| was that Chnldren were,'. nade to Eat and 
| Drink. of the . Conſecrated Bread 'and Wine. 
| So left they. ſhould miſs of Salvationthey wonld: 
"© Baptiſm them in private when it could- not- 
|| be dls publick. But we know that it.is 
þ the Contempr, and not the meer Privation of 
| Sacraments that is damning. © The Helverian 
Churches do m no caſe allow of . Baptiſm in 
any private Houſe. See the Liturgy of” the 
Churches in Switzerland. p. 90. 


QUESTION. IX. 
; $5 all that Contribute towards the Main» 


Ky tainance to have 'the Priviledge. of Voting. 
$i the Eicftion of a Raftor 0. 


jd Anſp. It would: be Simoniacal to Aﬀfirm- 
oof] that this Sacred: Priviledge may be Purcha- 
if {-d with "Money, or, ''that Contribution can 
'J Enticle to ſr. ' For, 
1. This 'is againſt the. Scripture, .and that 
in more refp:Qts than- one. 
ol 7- The Sctipture requires \ all that are 
4 taught: ro Contribute to. thim ithat -i5 aheir 
Teacher.” Gat. 6. 6, 'But-ir does not :(ay; that. 
ol al who ate. raught fhall:kave power to. 
2 Paſtor for that  'Ohurch. -where.1thty are 
tavght. In/the'Priniitives- Times cherCatecbe- | 
rene tid many: of them: Contribute-t0: hin: 
g that was their toftructor,, -but :not w- of 
0: 
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them all had the priviledge of Voting in- 
the Ele&ion of the Churches Paſtor. 

2. The word of God has given power to 
the Brethren in particular Churches to'chuſe 
their own Officers. A&.. 1. 2.6. & 6: 2 3,: 5, 
& 14.23, Wherefore to give it to others be: 
lides them.is-not according to the word of 
Chriſt, 

3. If all that Contribute have power to 
Vote in the Ele&tion of a Paſtor, then many 
women muſt have that Priviledge, for- they | | 
may Contribute to the Maintainance. But F 
this the Apoſtle allows not of, 1 Cor. 14« 34, ; 
35: 90 that this Affirmation is Contrary to j 
the Scripture in more reſpe&s then one bc 

2: It is againſt: Reaſon: _ Fox: them who ( 
have. no right to che. Lords, Supper themſelves I 1; 
ro' appoint who ſhall bs the diſpenſer of- that I y 
Ordinance to others, is highly irrational. in 

3. This will deprive particular Churches of p, 
_ that Power which does belong to them, andy, 
-which Chrift ha's purchaſed for them wich ths} þy 
Price of his own Blood; To have . power tof xj 
Chuſe their: own-.Paſtors' is an invaluable Pri Þ þ,p 
_ viledge. For them to give or rather to fl, 
that Priviledge away to all that. will Contributes mo 
muſt needs be diſplealing to the Lord whoſ ſhe 
has bought i for them at. ſo dear. a rate, k the 
Tay: be the Contributors will be more that fide 
twice ſo-raany as the Brethren of. the. ChurdJ this 
Sot?. may cafaly come to paſs, . that a Paſtor] wre 
fhall-be Choſen and not-ſo much as one in the; 
Elurch that- did, or could in Conſcience "2 
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"| for him: So then this. Principle is of - Dan- 
| gerous Confequerice, It may ſoon prove fatal 
| and deſtructive to the. Churches, and ro the 
Intereſt of Chriſt amongſt them. 
| 4 lt is contrary t the principles and practi- 
*( ſes of Chriſtians in . the Primitive Times: 
Ld Eujebins fayes that after the Death of Fames, 
the Church choſe Simeon. the * Son of Cleophas 
 & to be his Succ: {lor, Nothing is more Evident 
I then that in ths Fiſt ages of the Church, 
/ | Paſtors werq Cholen by all and only their 
LI Flocks ; in Chuting a Minifter they did K'ero+ 
1 | zein, that is Chuſe him by Lot; from whence 
Of it was that Miniſters bad the name of the 
| Clergy given to thzem. Tenatins writing to the 
0] Church in Philadelphia tells them, that it be- 
3 f longed to- them- tro Chuſe their Paſtor. The 
VB Nicene Council in a Synodal Letter tothe Charhes 
in Africa, adviſe them to Chuſe Orthodox: 
XI Paſtors inſtead of Arians. Cyprian tells us, (w) 
CJ that Cornelius was made Biſhop Suffraz10 Plebrs, 
+ by the Suffrages of the people. . Yea, he fayes 
0J Lib. 1. Epiſt 4.1. that Plebs maxime poteſtatem. 
FI babet, vel ſacerdotes dignos' e:zgendi, vel indignos 
l neuſandi, And there aremany paſſages in 'him 
40 21nd othes Fathers, ( as they are called ) which 
y thew that the power of Chufing Paſtors was in- 
I the Church. - Nay,. Antichriſt had got a con- 
y liderable footing in th2 World, betore ever 
%I this priviledge of Chuſing their own PaFtors was 
of} wreſtled out of the hands of Particular Churches. 
, It was about the Year 1219, that Pope Inno» 


cent. 
(w) In Epift, 52. 
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cent IIL/forbid the Lazty to meddle -in the 
Ele&ion of any Church Guide. M La Roque 
(x) ſuppoſeth;, that Canon was made in op- 
poſition to, the Albigenſes who retained the 
Ancient praQtice of the Churches in Chufing 
their own Officers. The Emperor Copſtantine 
writing to Nicomedia, layes, that tt was in their 
power to make a Choice of what Paſtor 
they pleaſed. - The Council of Calcedon con» 
firms the © Churches power of EleGtions, 
There are many Inſtances to this purpoſe in 
the (5) writers. of Eccleſiaftical Hiftory. | 
5. All our Great Reformers and Eminent 
Modern Divines, ( Prelatical ones exceptcd ) 
have aflerted the power of Ele&ing Miniſtcry 
to. be in the Church, The depriving the 
\. Church of this priviledge is by Calvin, called 
Impia Ecoleſie Spoliatio, A Spoil irapioully conv 
mitted upon the Church of God, I could 
eafily produce Teſtimonies for this, out & 
Luther, Bullsnger, Muſculus,Urſin, Funius,. (7) & 
many others, but ir is needleſs: Some Learned 
writers of the Presbyterian Judgment,. in theit 
arguings againſt Fus Patronatus, or the powell n 
of Patrons to impoſe Minifters-on the peopleff 
and in their diſputations againſt- Epiſcopal Inf C 
ftitution and Indufion, have ſtrenuouſly aflertely 6 
+ - and proved, that particular Churches have pown}!:} 


| (%) of the Ecclef. diſcipline-p. 20, / 
. (}) v. Theod. 1. 4.,c 20. Socrat. 1. 5. ce. 19] I 
00m, l; 8. C. I'9. | 1. 

('z) See Mr, Jacob of Church Governmenty|of 
with the peoples conſent. Chapt, 3 
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in N. England Vindirated. +x 
to Chuſe their own Paſtors, One of the Arti- 
cles agreed unto by the United Brethren in 
LonJlon is, That each. particular ' Church ha's ©! 
right to Chuſe their own Officers, Thac this 
was the. Judgment of the Old Puritan Nox- 
conformiſts is aflerted in that Book which 
tears the Title of Puritans/mus\ Ang licanus, 
which .goeth -under the -name of Dr. Ames, 
becauſe of his. preface 'to ir, bur Mr Bradſhaw 
| and not Ames -was the Author, as a Learned 
|| profefior (F) in the Uaiverlity of Leyden has 
informed us. 
tf 6. One of our Synods in New. Enz!and, viz. 
)| that which met at Boforin the Year 166z. 
$3 does Exprelly declare, That the power of Vo- 
eY ting i312 the Church, belongs to Males in full 
MN Communion, and that others are to be debarred 
Ivy from that Power. Prop. 4. p. 18. In other places 
1dy of the world, although a Mogeſt diſienting 
of s'not an offence, yet it is not allowed 5n 
&Y Terms to Contraditt, What has been by Sy- 
ed] nods Eſtabliſhed. | 
ety, 7 'To give the Power of Eleting Mi 
ve] niſters to any beſides the particular Churches 
IE over which they are ſer, is Contrary to the 
Inf Good Laws of this Province,- which Cons 
ted firm unto the Several Churches therein, all 
wy their former, Priviledges reſpeting Divine Wor 
"ſhip, and Church Order, and particularly 
\Fiheir Power of Chuſing their Miniſters, which 
15} Laws have ( through the Favour of our Lord L 
i kfus Chriſt ro his Churchcs in'New-England) © 
enty obtained the Royal! Approbation, QUESd- © : 
(7) Hornbeck, Epift, ad Dureum. p. 27, 
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'QUES TION X 


FS zt Expedient that Churches ſhould enter 
il into a Conſociation, or Agreement, that mat» \ 
ters of more then ordinary Importance, ſuch a; 
the Gathering of a New Church, the Ordina 
tion, Depeſiticn, or Tranſlation of a Peſtm 


Pe 


- be dime with Common Conſent ? 


 Arſw. This is both Expedient and Ne 
ciliary. The Synod which Convened at 
Boſton Anno 1662. ba's ſufficiently cleared 
this Point. And although there was 
- that Synod ſome dflenc as to the Qxeſtion about 
'the Sabjef of Baptiſm then diſcullzd ; in the 
Anſwer to the other Raeſtzon relating to thi 
 Conſeciation of Churches, there was an UI” 
nanimous Concurrence The difign «'V 
which is not ( as has been well obſerved by 
Dr. (a) Ames and Mr. (b) Parker ) to infringe} FF 
the Liberty of particular Churches, bat from #4 
the word, of God to dire&t and ftrengthal © 
them in the Regular Exerciſe thereof. The 
Reaſons for it are ſuch as theſe. WP 
I. The Churches of Chriſt ſtand in a Siſtermy 
-Iy reiation-cach to other under Chriſt thet he. 
head, having the ſame  Fazth, and ought. Wh} 
have the ſame Order. Eph 4 5. Col. 2: $i 
Phil. 3. +6, This Union implyes a ſuirabkÞy' 
A CommuſWh! 
(a)- Medul. Theol. L. 1 *c.'39 Theſ 27. P09 

*(Þ): De;pob, «rules, L, 13 0," 


a 3n-N.. En Ye __ 
orgmunuon, en t © "oi 
a'Mywudl care rack wf*: Aer Gas BV, F 
-122% The Soriprure:. ceacheth that” is Ts 
Caſes wer thould wet Coufel:: So : 
Prop 375. And 15; 2.2.4 "and 22" G i 
General ' Rules concern --Po!ities as' welt 
particular Perſons! and Churches" as Well”? 
_— Societtes, | 

* 3! Thereaire Scripture: Ex 
as in-our 'Dury/ herein. '*-We*fihd," 
the Church in \Antrech*had"* a' wenthty” 2 
tbefore them, they ſent to anther Churcifor 
Counſcl 4 15 2 The &popſtle Pap! foupfic 
4 | for the -Concurrence, and- Riche *band YC, Þloip- 
8 /bip of- other: Apollles Gala. Z 9. IHnary 
Elders-and -Ch.urches, have no 1% La. of 
each* other to prevent their running | #7 0 vain 
of Gal. 2. 2. | 
4. Such a Communion of Ehnirches as "that 
{which we pleat for, 15 no” Inuovation, PE 
| that which has ever been the Profeſſion ar 
ef padtice of thoſ that have" been calle Cong; re 
f$4tiona! There is a Book” ea Seat Ng 
(f-bitle* of, 47; Anſwer of che Elters "of Fhe ſever, 
Curches in New England to Thjiey Fn +-j 
Printed in the year 164.3.” 
en My” Father Mather was the Sole of. 
4 he wrote it in the Primitive” Times of ae - 
wIGurche, Cvix:in the year 1639 Y «HERE 
5 affured me. as, he WE Was 4 bY 
bl by* othet Eldersge fprablly by 
ne(Vhom"he'Conmunicared it.” Naw? in Ab 


-Q48. p. 6g. arc rethel wy The _ 


_— 
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_ The Order of the Churrhes 
..ation of Churches into :Claſies and. $ynods, mill 
hold to be Lawful, and in fome caſes Necefiar 
145, namely, in things that are.not Peculiar ta: om 
£bigeb, but:Commes , to them all, -. md tikews!} 


 aphben; a Charch 3s-n0t able to End any- mattiy 
_ which. concerns only themſelues, then they . areih 


| 
{ 
* feek; for Councel and Advice - from Neighbonl 
Ehurghes, as the Church at Antioch 'did ſri! 
ces Church. at Feruſalem. A&-1:5:'% ; Th 


ound and uſe of Claſſes and  Synods: with th 
JLymitations theresn to be Obſerved, ' is Sum} 
.marily laid down. by Dr. Ames, unto whoyſ® 
.ve_ do wholly Conſent -in this matter. Thi 
Was, and is the Judgment of all that adhere- fc 
The..Order of the Goſpel Profeſied in the- Churchty \ 
of New: England... The world is much miſtake{' 
1n. thinking that Congregational Churches: af) 
Tndependerr, That Name has indeed. b-@th 
Iaſkned upon them by their Adverſarics ; :butff ut 
our Platform of Djjcipline Chap. 2. S:&. 5. difl® 
&alms the name. And fo does our Renown 
Hookes, (c) in his Survey of Church Diſcig/ing 6 
- Likewiſe thoſe famous 4pologi#s in-the All: mbly}! 
at Veitminjter, viz. Dr. Grodwin, Mr. Ne, Mis 
Simpſon, Mt, Burrough's, and . Mr. Bridge, tig'® 
that 1: 75 | ay 228 ta be abhorred,- that a ſing 
ap lar Society of men Profeſſing the nant" 
f Chrift, ſhould Arrogate to themſelves, an. EM ber 
emption from giving . an account t0, or . beingſt"* 


enſurable by Neighbeur Churches about thenwfO 
. "That Apoſtle of this, Age, » ( as Dr. :Goodwntſ'ts 


- 4 p ES 0 . k 1 * * t .tamo 4 
4 - IF 4 "y : Fr a Y F " * nA "4 
| he : Js : 6 AT Cr _ : : - 


_ in N:Eigland-Dindicated? 
fam9us Feacher im: this Boo, wherche in" the 
Name of the Elders. 'and- Meſſengers * of the - 
Churches, gave toiMr. Mz:chetthe right hand” 
of tellowfhip,. at. his Ordinationto the: Paſtoral 
Office in the Church'.of Cambridge; \herdid its 
a {mgu'ar-manner. recommend ! to hint :( and 
that Excellent man was to his; dying -day* 
mindful of - Mr. Cotrons Advice 1) endeavours 
for the eſtabliſhment of a. Confeciation: amanglts 
the Ghurches of-Chriſt. thraughout this-Cojony, + 
Ethat wiſe man foreſeiog.. that without- this; dif> » 
order _ confuſion would - Proceſs - —_— | 
af nevitably happen ; as I have more_-largely - 
_ in (4) enceher WR tn .whick« 
Ink Mr. Co:rons propoſals reſpeRing .the: Canſodja*.:> * 
aq Þ tion mcncletach are Publiſhed- to: the warld@x 
I Morcaver, that : the Concuering Judgrient pf - 
{thoſe who are. Congregational is according heres. 
xJunto is Evident .from the Declaration of Faithi: * 
io: Order which - was -' agreed \unto- by: the-» © * 
8M: fingers of One hundredand Twenty: Cone... - 
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, gorionn! Churches in England, - who. met; at 

ot Savoy in London,: Anno 164 8.. They. thus- 

Ip{&eclares, (+) In caſe of  dificutties--and: diffe=... | 
a rances in point of DoRrine,. wherein' .cxther. dhe-+' | 
ot Churches in general are concerned in their peaceg." 
non, and edification, or any Member or Mem- | 
ers of any Church. are injured. -in,.. or by: aMf., © 


nd Proceeding in Cenſures not agreeable to Truth 7 
mh Order « It 5s according, to the mind of Chrift, 
het many Churches bolding Communion - together} 


» 
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wi- 0d) In my firt Principles of N.E, p28, &e, 


_- 


-76 Tho's Ger of the-Churthes I 
| Tk by «ithess Meſiengers meet in . a Snot LY 


Contxxilhc to: "Canſiter arid: give their Advice 44 


y.:af-that Blefled: Fetemiuch. worm 
| ous he-ching. beyond: alt cifpute. 

- Words are &Y Thoſe in the Conprarwrny 
way. arknowledg ec 


| of ahotut: tha vhatter." bf difference. But” the) 


.2 Az: That: hep are botnd. in Conferente to gies p” 


= actowne. of their :wayes Yo Churches abont. thewn, i 
vo ,-axy. other who" ſhalt require it. '- This not- il 


| arbitrary way, but as tt duty which they oh 


#0-Gad and Man: \ 


SQ; pr achnowledge 'L ehaz Smits of other Myc" | 


thern ate an Ortindnd 


f-« aſus) Chriſt for the helping the Chart 
tr Ertors; SIAN and Scandd's 
Eg. Thar be Synous nay frim 12h power 1hl 
A ' Leorffop: Obrtf, *: admonifh men” and Chitrelts 
| | arbbis" Names when they fee evils continuing Hj' 


4 £ or growing ups the Chnreh, arid their ddmonits y_ 


z , Fxarry with them the: Authority of Feſus Chriſt. + 
Gy. . As 8h#e fall be danſe; they may declare Rey 
- oP. Crrotel yy be . rrp # of the Faiths # 


aahdiybiſe "aced? the \ndtnve of their ffencd} 
£0 fhame "Hem" rt "all the Churches | aboli 
whem."” 


F: They may by # ſolemn af in the Kamp 
"of Foſus' Chriſty rrefaſe any favs Coriminit 
oils oheniies0 rig” repent. 10 
ob: "may declars. aifo in rhe: Name ff 
Chris, tht #8 'ervaing People ov Charches Ps 


buſy. ro be received into Fellowſhip with any # | 


7 DB In bis Irenicum Þ 43, 44. 47-. 
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the Charches of Chrift, nor' to have Commune ; 
ion with any other in the Ordinances of Chrift -- 

If it ſhall be ſaid,” ſurely they do not come 


nt ORE. 


I 


+ 2p to theſe ſix things mentioned, To that-Þ 
&f Anſwer ( ayes Mr. Burroughs) I do not in theſe 
+ deliver only. my own Fudgment, but by what 8 
if know of the Fudgment” of all thoſe Brethren with 
«--whom .I have occaſion to converſe by Conferance 
'Þ both before and. ſince, I fland charged to make' 
gf it good to be their Fudgment alſo ;” yea, id has' 


been theirs and mine for divers years, even then' 
when we never thought to have emjoyed- our 
own Land again. - We ſee by theſe Teſtimonies” 
that Congregational men in genetal, as well as 
the Churches of New England in ſpecial; -are no* - - 
ſuch Independents, no ſuch B:owniſts, noſuchs + *! 


M:rel:ians, as ſome have repreſented them to- 


be. AFC a 
5. If we admit not a Conſeciation of Chittch 5; *., 
there wi!l be no Remedy againft the” Male 
Adminiſtrations of Particular 'Churches :  Hor* - 
any cure of Schiſms, or Errors that may happerr* 
i our Charches: This has been oby Cted? _ - 
( but irjariouſly Y- as a Scandal attending ther. -- * 
Congregational Church diſcip'ine, and that 
therefore it is 4 rray not prafticable. Indeedy; - 
f we refuſe this- part of Church Communion, the» 
obj\ion-would be unanſwerable. Ard who! 
would Fe willing to be a Member: of -thart- - 
@hurch, in which although be ſhould bernever- 
fo much wronged, there ' will be no relief for”. _ 
kim upon Ewth ? "There was once a Church -_ 
in New-Enzland, which having. cenſured one of , 1 
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ir. Member 


X ..he.complained of.che- ſappoſed, | 
WW 


4 
L 
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wrong done him, to. Nejghhour Elders, who. 
| Thought he had received hard. menfure; The: 
*'Paſtor an .mAjor.part of the Chhrch were not. 

| willigg:he caſe thouſd have a rehearing before 

' the. Elders. and Meflengers of other Churches, 

_ . Upon this, great. chmours were raiſed, and. 

b - Grejudices \. taken ap. againt- the Congrega» | 
zional. Diſgpline, Mr. Cawdrey pot this ſtory . 
by the end, and. in. his Eps/tle- ro the. Diſients'. | ( 
ng . Brethren p.10, He fayes that a Miniſter 
Iy..N. E:yrites over to England, that this in- |. 
Fured- perſon) would have  » remedy until the || ( 
Churches in New: England were become Presby» ' 
Feriaus,so and that if Independency does not break; 
at” the Eburches in New- England excepting a few. 
'Semi-Freshyrerian, ſcme are deceived Who the. 

linifter was that wrote thus to England, Mr. 
Cawirey, tells us:pot:.. But it is a great wrong: 

| tothe.ChnrcheHof New-England, and to the. | 

© © Fay Congregational, to Repreſent them, and all | 

that are of that way, as being of- fuch Inde-. 

© pendem and Unaccountable Principles, Whidv 
they utterly diſclaim: Dr. Owen in his Diſcs: 

- plinary Catechiſis, and efpecially in the Ada; 
_Zament there uyto, ( which was written 0n-0Cca- 
fion.of an: harſh 'and raſh-cenfure in the Indes 
pendent Church, ih Cambridge in England-) bas 
with. great evidence .of reaſon, reluted it:& 
majatamers of ſuch an Indefendercy. - * | 
1.&. The arder aflerted is ( as has been truly! ] , 
obſerved by. the Learned D-@ox lait mentiancd X 

 einfirmed by the: prafitice of the fit — 

; 2 cF 
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after the Apoſtles : for when L's Fain, in. 
Corinth had-by an undye. Exerciſe of Diſcipline . 
depoſed forne_of their Elders, the Church of 
Rome taking Cognizance of it, , wrote to them, 
reproving their-raſhneſs, and adviſed, rheir- re--, 
ſoration, - asit is to be ſeen in th 5: le. of, 
Clement than Paſtor of the.C oh Roms: 
- | which-Clement is thought to be t EJ608 am, 
| Pau! ſpeaks of, Phil. 4 3. And When; the- 
Church ' of Antioch. was afterwards roubled 
with the Herefies of thar Paſtor Samſcranny,, 
the Neighbouring Paſtors came unto the 
| Church, and, jayned their concurrence in his- 
depoli:ion. It is certain that in the ncxr Ages 
to the Apoſiles,'a Paſtor was not ſettled in any. 
Church | wi hout the Concurrence, of - others» 
| When the Church had EleCted a Paſtor, they. 
 Upreſented him to the Neighbour Paſtors for 
« { their. Approbation, nor could he be legally 
. ' confirmed-withouv ic. - (g) Enſeb;uste'ls us that 
\ | when. Alexander was choſers Paſtor of the: 
; | Church in Fery/alem by the Brethren of that** 

{ place, he had the common conſent of the 
=; | Circumjacent Paftors. And Pug” Cyprign” 
informs us ), it was pradiled*in all the 
Churches throughout 4frica: He ſpeaks pars 
ticularly concerning Sabinus, who was Elected 
a, Paſtor 'of Eremita- in Spaing. that Neighbour” 
Miniſters concured in- his Ordinarion, after the 

1 Faterniry had Ele&ed him. His words Ow 
rao 
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| - ud faBlum videmus in ſabini Ordinatione ut de. 
h unsverſe fratermtatis juffragio, 69 de Epiſcoporune: 
jrudicio, Epiſcopatus ei. deferetur. We find in 

Eccleſiaſtical Story, that in the Primitive Times 
the Names of Perfons to be Ordained were/ 
Publiſhed abroad that ſo if any one had 

oogat 'to objet they might produce it. 

of 


/hich cuſtonr of the Chyiſtians in the Election 
ot their Paftors was fo highly - approved of by. 
the Emperor Severus, as that he would have 
ir put in praftice in Eſtabliſhing. Governours | 
* -_ of Provinces throughout the Empire. ' F 
' + 7, Neither do the Reformed Churches Or; J 
dain a Miniſter without the-concurrence and || | 
approbation of Neighbour Miniſters. To | 
ae che Right hand of Fellowſhip to a new | 

rdained Mmiſter, was a uſua] cuſtom a} j 
_ monegſt the Churches in Bohemia, for which they J 1 
aledged har Scripture, Gal. 2. 9+ as is Teitr,f 
fyed by G) Commenius. In the beginning ot f g 
the Reformation in' the Church of Scorland,-one 
Article of their diſcipline, is, "That when © 
|. Miniſter iis Ordained the reſt of the Miniſters (1 
* #/hall take the Elefied by the hand in ſign of thew'yl js 
* conſent, as is, related in the Hiſtory of the RY] vf, 
formation (&) . which goeth under the Name js 
of Mr. Knox.” 1 find alſo, that there is-thel jj 
like practice in the Proteſtant French ChurchenJ F 
'When"a Minifter is Ordained, rwo Deputie#] {61 
of the” Szned or Collogue are appointed in thi} bt 
preſence-of the People, to give him the Right®] Ne 
Ns. ordin diſcipl p33... | 

, Page 28... | 
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be-turned opt, althdii 
alt the People, hich be 
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FF; Eddtcins WY 8r 
band "of Felowfbip. Theſe ' things 1 have the 
rather hetfoned forthe" Information. of 'ony* 
young” Divines who" bing Uhltudicd” in the” 
Gontroverfied of Church” diipinne, are apt to” 
think tht ch cuſtorn' 6f givirig* 732 Right hav 
of FellvwÞip af Ordinations3:is a N:velt) and Sin 
gularity practiſed no where bur in New-Eng-. 
land, whenas' it was uſed in ether Churches, 
long: *before there Was'2, New: England in th > 
wortd:” \But ( not*to divert ). the Frenth Pon A 
id 'Deſeipline will by 'no means allow, that” 
a” Mittfter ſhould trude hirnfelf into! any” 
Church; without the approbation of 'N& he. 
bour Paſtors. One of the. Articles' $;y 3 
Diſcipline is tri theſe words, ts in. g4 Ge 
frall trernas” Pinter, althoug h ovfe. 
| Peof/e, rs not t6 be p- rooed* nbc 
- 


Eero: grber?. Rte othdþ-that” wif 
6 this Attkle of the French Kane, 
rves that it holds a Coney, 
atice of the "Ckurthes” in” « Amitiye' 
mites, For the Council of /H * | is. 


. ” 
22 i 2 
'*, CE 


Rofel iith a Vacant Chinth, ad, utrp. the 
fade without tt Je Auth, 2 of a ; ch Let him 
» may be approved ly 

ſhall kave gained to himts . 
Thus careful. have Churches been, both in _. 
der and in later” ages' that: in the E A 
tferit of a Miniſter, the. concurrence. 'of © 


Nelghbour \Eiders - ſhould be endeavotited. 


— 


(1)- La, Roque f. 23, 


” — that ordinarily all the-Paſtors of a Province: 


# ferve to juſtify a former Law made by the, 
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And this which has been;faid [is confonant to 
the Articles agreed unto by the United Brethren: 
at London- They declar e,.x\That 1 forwerghty, 
a.. matter _ as calling and. chuſing ,4 Paſter, . wr. 
Fudge it erdmarily. requiſite,” that * every ſuch 
| Church conſult and adviſe with  the- Paſtors of 
' Neighbouring Congregations And that, 1t is 
+ Oramarily requiſite that . the.. Paſtors, of Netghs». 
beuring Congregations eoncur in the Ordination: 
of the Perfon choſen by the Brother-hood of-that- 
Particular Church. That word Ordinarily. is: | 
well put in, bicauſe in a Time of Perſecution, 
that cannot þe done, which in a Time. of) 
Liberty. may, and . ought to be attended. 
The Presbyterian diſcipline of France, requiree- 
that a Miniſter ſhall not be admitted. to his! 
Office, but -by the Provincial Synod. ;-excepe; 
(fy they ) it be. in ercubleſome Times, andi 
then. he may be ordained: with the Appros 
bation of only three Miniſters. The. like; 
to which was deere:d in. the S»99d of Nice; 


ſhould: concur. in. the Ordination- of a Paſtory) 
but 'in."aſe of an urgent neceſlizy, fo require, 
ing, it might be done with the. concurrence, 
of three Paſtzrs And-theſe things may? 


oO moo fey tr pn gn =» uw ac ec. 


civil Government in this Colony, That no pervs 
fon ſhould be. Qrdained a Miniſter . in. anti 
A Church, but with the Approbaticn of the Elders, 
and Meſſengers of four Neighbouring Churches: 
* "his praftice although it has not at preſenly : 

uk the I. 


'=* &= £0 33: 7 


in N. England Vin dicates, 83 
the- Authority of the civil Law to cooling b 
Þ it, nevertheleſs, being grounded upon Scrip- 
; | "ture and right reaſon; it ought co be 'Sacred 


4 hs LY nm. 


QUESTION. .%.-. 


M47 the Brethren in Churches and nit the 
A Paitors only be ſent wnto, and have 
' their. Voice in Eccleſiaſtica! Councils ? o 


4 - 4dzwvſe We maintain the Affirmative' in this 
FE | Rucition. In the laſt G=neral Synod which 
if was in -New-Erngland, viz. That which met at 
;' Boftorr in the ycar 1679. Some Churches ſent 
4 only their E:ders without any -Brethren+ 
+8 which the Sy2od was fo far unſatisfyed with, 
2 | as-that they. would not ailow | thoſe Paſtors 
-Þ to {it with. them, until -they had. prevailed 
e-J with. their Churches | to: fend. Brethren, allo, 
4) | deing very tender ofadmiccing - any . thing 
*\ | that; ſhould look like. an, infringement of that 
2. | Liberty and . priviledge: which” does by the 
77] laſticution of Chnft- belong to the Brother 
| bod in particular Churches, he. reaſons/of 


J eur. Judgement ;are; ſuch. as theſe. : |, 
vI...1. The firſt Synod that. ever was. in. which 
| a Copy and Sampler is left to. all :Qucceeding 
44 Generations, did -confiſt not only. of Elders 
&}. bur of Brethren, whe had: their yeice there- 
e Jin, namsly the Syned atJerulalem, of which 


— 


3, The Order of ghe Khurehes 
verſe. Ipeaketh of the Shpre/ 8 well as of ty. 
Ajoſtles and Elders: . Now-be that was inhj 
"me the Oracle of the "Unzver ſity of Cavthridge 
* argueth thus, (m) why was the cauſe brought 
* = the People and not to the Elders only, if they Y 
- had rot power to judge in the caſe 2 And he 
therefore concludes againſt -:Belarmire, tha f- 
-cvery Laice in that Syed had a difinitiye I 
ſuftrage-as-much as Perer himſelf. And where]. 
as>Bellarmine obj: As, that the Brethren did onh |. 
hear and not ſpeak, in that Atlcmbly Hhite |}. 
k:r argues from verſe 12 "I hat the Brethren 1 
Þ8d' been ( not tumulturuſly but in an oral 


2.3 


{ 
6 
manner ) declaring their apprehenſions c1 tha | | 
*6aſe under controverſy; or however that "the || / 
Exprefſion in that Verſe implys, that: they | 7 
hid a Liberty of Speech granted -to ther Þf # 
And in verſe 2.2. *tis'faid, 1: pl-aſedthe ApoJ* 
files -and Elders wizh the whole Church, © 
in''the Cound! 'of -B4/?!, ir was argued, that 
that: word, I*- plraſed, being: ſpoken not of th 
Elders \only {bur of others, 'ir dces Evidenth I 
_ tnport, that thoſe: ether, cven the. penis, r 
#f the Church had allo- a power of Judgment I * 
and determination: in th Queſtion then unde 
debate: © From thence / likewiſe dots Fuel # 
gajnſt Harding prove'that Bricks (/as they call | % 
. the' Brethren in Chyrches-) have! this poye [© 
of gightbelopging to them, to'S7t anll Fu 1. 
3 'Eecleſigſtical. Councils, And fo does Dr |: 
ep) Whiteter. de Cneitir,” 
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"Which, th ows ;that they, hs 


De. Owen m 


[qr 23. "ths i, that the Lie tiers contaip 


*conſequent] by ligned) vy ag Name 4 be. Bre. 
E ' $ 


thren ary as.of , the, Apaiu 


4a "in that Synod. than Pp! | 
and hear wer 5 others he had-ta fay hen 
t well: lays; 7 {) la 812-Synoals, 
'lt 7s not Aecifea, that E ders alens. Jhonld he fent 
ty the Cee they. may. heve, \ @hdpey 5 
With them, wn d, frag, fa\ until: up 
fion* over-turn ix. Lybertyi 1 /s Ines 
Mm beſides” 'Pay EY, 1 Bargabas Jens from :A 
to. Jer ulalem, and MT hy aren of chat CG 
Phatever # 15 1m fudently pretended £6: Fe — 
toncarred in the -decrev and EE there 
pace: las De. ang Sridia 43 
re 1s. weight in Auftions (rate | 
hy Thar the HY of the Keyes = 
" whole Church : And that therefare-not the 
Paſtors only ould have their voice in Coun 
fils, Singz Councils repreſent the: Churches 
Yy. whom they AE . choken, Fx meet” that 


embers" are, cow Ginents and therefore 
Kos ne . ata, oa Heir, powen. ated 


GG) In Synops papiſm. Cont: 3 2 Þ. 125, 
(a) de Gifpe! Clugch, 2: 2.03; 
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_ Office mferly, have right to be Members of E 6 
faſtical Syrwods as ſuch. Neither is there eithit 
example er reaſon "to groe *colour 'to any ſuth 

tence) Offictrs of the Church, Biſhops, Paſtors! 
Elders, may be preſont #n them, 'onghe to be pre 
ent 5n\them, are meeteit-for the moft' part' þ 
6 be, hut meerly as ſuch; it belongs n1vt units 
hem, This will, ſtem to ſome to -be Inds 


<p) 4bid. p, 2:69, - T2", 
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"=. ty = at” 


by Dofrine. But that is their SR 14 "2. 
Bulinger, Hyperigs,,  Daneus, Voetius, and a»  } 
mongtt aur Engliſh | writers ' ae, Parker-. 
and other great! Diviges' have affir 2000 much. 
as rhis comes; to. "Yea, thi: /gerie our 
Pivines in theif diſparatiovs agaiift:the Fl ts: 
Epiſcopal Menopoty of Synodal Power, Teaſon. as; 
we do. And it is clear fromthis Argument, * 
If it belongs to Elders as ſuch to be Mobs 
of Synod's, then all fuch Dor, be rhere.  B Bar ik 
ſo, then in cafe a Synod” Thou acai” 

a year together .( as it often that. 
while the Particular Churches to . qr ib theſe 
Elders belong that are remote. fromthe. place” _ 
where the Synod meets,.. muſt not have” one | 
Elder to inftrudt and. guide' them.” ''-" ; : 

"4 The Queſtions which [ are hail 
+19 in $ynods ate'E 


<=y 


and not Elders'only are « ncemed- Tti | 
Reaſon is urged by our Fuel ('4 great ligh| 
the Engliſh Church) 'in | his deferice'. 


Church of England. Yea, ſome L 

have been ſo. enuobs. as $0* confels"t 

Page ik.” which perFaints ik 
Fl A of ate "ſorts bave "not" fpujen 

4 which aff-rtioh' Clayes' * Fyeld'*% Uh 

apdinſt the RomaniRs ) Jap 5 fr 

nature and in reafon. * 
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| The. Ordex-of © the Churehe es 
E > +.of old there Were Readers of Dp 
vinity, whole. work it was (C as ws incony arg 
ble (ON Viper. hay. obſeryed. ) to inftru& | 
Clergy view, "Fhere. are ar-this day in fon 
exſitigx, Lear Ayofirs of Thealog » (; wha 
fs - :Eburch )- pm | 
| give. you in a..difficulr Cor (- 
bred, (0 a y,.. Elder in the $yned | 
can * given why Churches ſhould ag f 
pate” ps of; why * they ſhould. not bays 
ve Vates as Well 195, any Perot 1 
QQ us $5n0d3. WAI 
foros conhſted not obo 
pchbar. in. the next Ages to. thy 
Whns Oc | 


mig: and Many uh, 
Blders. wha : -WETEe BOL. argas & 
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- in N. >: Enſand Dinditpſ2a0! 8& _ 
c;:g: The Earl of:. Pembro wan, 
Gd IVharton'( whe told: 
 ngoe, thar-he wasthe-onh#: perſon: Nh &"AÞ 
ore 6 'then living) and feverat cothers/of the 
' Nobility, and-ſome Gentlemen ' of 'the> Houſes 

of Commons, -Mr/Selden, Mr. Rouſe; Mr. White 
- beck, and others : Alſo Commiſſioners from 
Scottand: were-joyned with then, ie; g. - -Fhe 
| Eark of Lothian, Lord Warrsftone,” Lord"'Baw 

derdale;” beſides. Minifters: from: char- Rin gdops! 

So then it is not an Independent Phanſy, -Yhh 

Aſſemblics -met to: conſult abour- aſtical - 

and Religious Controverſies: ſhould confilt od 

other Perſons befides Ecclthiaftichks. ::: - 
:x7.;” Some nor -ſound -in-rhe - Paich | chabs - 
throught ic [their-tintereſt: to maintain the'Ne- 


gative in-chis Queſtion [nan old. 'Hererical 3 
Council (s) there was an- ot-ory;"'$; Synodits "Es - 
; _——_ ef, Synods ſhould conſiſt of none : 

t Biſhops, others are o———_ do » 


".Y _ 


+4 the Papiſts Teach: They fay that in the Sy- - 
«|| nod-48- 1-5 only the Apoſtles were Judger, . | 
«i and that the Laics, or Brethren there. had no- - 
>| thing to da but to, heat and” fubmiteithdir Fudgs:- 
«1 ments And Conſent to what the other ſhould a 
«4 termine, Juſt after. the ſame-manner C46: 
df Fre/ate Proteſtants, particuarly. Sntliſe,: and 
4 Bridges ekoreſs themſelves. ' The Jeſuit Sangre - 
pj alles againſt the Magdeburgenſes becauſe:in their.” } 
| Ecelcfiaftical 'Hittoryo. they | affirm that: iLarcks +» 
1þ apts Members "ry " N.ue ( fayes' = 2 
=> we. 
M. wo! VF. Witet o- *, Wok P. 23740 a - {4 | 
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giveth + dauble Anſiper. 
2{4 - I bat. re vhs Lore; nob- Paſtoes. of 
Ghordhes bre neverihclds; mon. of grox Deane 
ing-bg Wetc many ol in ſieve the Serta 
WiF. qQann thattoc ut fi ; 0-47 of 
_ th me wha do: w- excein Scholl ; 
aririg-are verſect-in crprurey 
and in Zeal ang Piers Excel i ſome: Miniſters 
Maddy Fcheors wWhihhens brlayes be) abode bythe 
E:.. - Toods : When-#hetr - Paſtors 16did-npt ©5 48:00 
. Om font keen nA * ; 
«xi iy - 
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-OES$S the iiflanger of, a Minter Cal Conſil 
18.\bix" Peing Ordainerl wide wo Japon 
e hand by: bther | Maſon TEL a 
IT $1'3 31365314 2 24i0f 

{F37 f There. are whocG@ſithar: iv does] 
And that the Miniſter ny 
«:$iſhop, or other wile jt t8ino volid Ordination | 
Wiiah motion. "mals old GormoR'e}y th 
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in N. England: Vindirated: _—_ 
Miniſters in Frunce, ' Suutzerland,  Denmarks 
Noland, Scotland We: io bs 'nQ true- Miniſters: 
for-wantof: Epifcepat Ordization., | We have: 
theſe:things to: alter ratahe/ \oantrary.! | 
12; The Effneeof a Minifters Call conſiſts 
in {24--matuel 'Bl: &ion berween hin and his 
Peo le.” ' As in Mharviage-the Conſent of both” 
parties © is Bflentially.. requiſire, bur a publicle 
Scolari bfcha Marnage 1 is rfot ſo; The: 
Coronation: of © King is not:Eftatial ro his'Os 
hce,nor is the Solemn Inauguration of 2 Public 
Magiſtrate Efential to his being a Magiltrate. 
No more is'Ordination to the being of & Mis 
niſter. KEearned Papiſts norwithſtanding:they 
#8 wont to”. places the: Eik-nce of a:Minifters. 
Callin his: Ordination,: ' fays- that a Cardinal 
has: his':Eecleſtaffical-power by vertue bÞ-{his 
B'etion | beforc his! Inftaillment. And-that a 
Pope:  whery'- Eleted: has Power to irule 
the:Churety /b:fore his | Snabronization,' The 
Eawyers day that iSolenuiz! nom ſtint: de" 308 
Sabſtaririziri 'Wercannot ſap char if a manihad 
got tearived Impbficion;: ot. Bands :rhat= then ig 
s no Paſtor, bur. we may: fy that'if he: bas 
fot been EieAed by fome- Church of Chriſt 
by'is no: Paſtar; butthis Ortination 'is-a nullity;} 
For which cauſe the Learned - («) and 10 
Morncy approves of Clyfoftomy his: Par 1 | 
1] S899 by: che: People. bs. fo nerve ſavy than without: 
1 #' there 76 neirbdr Alt aty, nor Priefhied:-- "Ant. 
w & whole:Coungh, viz. that of Cajcedor his pro. 
| nonnced 
1'- ut Qf abeChob.rOheyain MELK fo 
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| owes teu 
ir yoke trs ſhould ſuffer | 
mote iflar j 
and ſhould by Preaching - be iremonal, in 
the Comverfion of many wk them, . might not 
theſe /bis Converrs'Ele@ himto be/their: Paſt 3 
and\might rfbr he accepting of their: fo 
miniſter all Ordinances to them withour- 
Ordination - by the Impoſirion of: the hands 
Miniſters, wherethere are no Miniſters 2 ' | 
Herle" a -Learned: Presbytertan does 'not Jeni 
it. | And Dr. P/bitaker (w) affirms no lc bd 
laying}; thar #f there were | not "4 Bejbop 177 3k 
Harid the Church. could Create Bifhops::i Eeclells ] 
aſtical Story informs vs; - Thiti-£45/5s and] 1 
Frumentus bein g:private men by Preaching' tht] 
Goſpel Conveyted a-great' Nation: of .IndiangY « 
Might they not Admicilter Sacraments:to. theſs 
| Converts bring:Eleted-by-thiern/to be the if Þ 
| Paſtor withour/ampilmpoſnion.of handafromty 
bart] Paſtors in Country where inove. We 
: Dr. uk on Rows 10 5-: in] on BY h 
2 Not only- Congregational Meng but manf L, 
of the Prechyterian: ;\Fudement; and (others; ally f 
eſteem pops Aevep of, * rye ro be-an al " 
Gifferean: nat-a:nectHary :t T 4 to 
which: may be either done: ;or wn \ undons 
vithout. Sit: Thus. ds the Presbyterions-in by 
Spotiand declare: In the. Hiſtory: of the a 
9c 


Et « wy de pen. rf Revaan Queſt," 2. \cap.i $4773 901 
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in. N. England Viudicatod: 903 
of Seotlend written by. Mr. Calderwood, |p. 26 
1t.is afferced that . Impoſition of hands they: judge 
| non: in the; Admiſſi i of Bacon i . 
2 in the. year.2.59; Jan ueſtion Was 43 
the King ans ts the. al Afembly,. (a):ls * 
he ,a Lawful Paſtor. mbo OT hmpoſtion-of bande} 
Their Anſwer was in theſe wonds,- Impoſition.ar 
Laying on of hands 1s not Eſſential and neceflarss 
but Ceremonial and. indifferent _in the Admiſſion 
of. «Pete... "This.dees Mr. Glle/py alla pains 
| fain. in his, Learned . Diſeaſe againſt . Exglifle 

| { Commpuantey 2, 2.35 The Dutch Churdace 
ſteem Lmpoſicign, of hands to be Adiaphorogs; 
And therefore ſometimes i in the. Ordination; of 1 
Paſtors. they omit-that Ceremony:; .and+they — ; 


$$ never, uſe i in the Ordo exher: of. Ruling 

1 & > Emglan phe gap 

A Fleet Denon, dong Zrpprons chk. £9 

ny 9.ho indifferent . i» do Baldginus, Grrbard 
kj aod;othar wrigers{ of the. 4utberer: Dr 

af 4 Rn (7) Srranan they ule thinfiece 

\þ - YOLPPOe 't hanisyia- the. hd dir tiga,! 'pt; | 

$4 F755 1 Ba iſm, and m £0: ate; ang 
| þ +: mpq—c== prevent all ROS Adite 
uy ov 


J*] p03 $7 - 5 
ph Q 7 SDL [M40 | . 3: 


| Ems Pt, of Chavah of owt p.3B he. 
1 (ty) i 1 Tim 4. 14 

(2)/V, Voe?-” de pol. Recleſe part 1. L. 2. 
p. 465; 
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 TheOrder of the'Churches 
. It- we tmake” the” Eſſence of a Miniſteri, 
Call to conhfiſt in his 'Ordination* by impoſition | 
of hands from'other Eawful Miniſters, it will 
.« be @'@ fhcult'thing fo prove that otir firſt, Ry 
formers welt true Miniſters of Chiiſt + reel 
Ordination +in the - Church of Rome forme - of} 
them renounced it, Tiot at” all” ſoppoſing 
themſelves tro be Minillers of Chriſt meerl7 off 
that account.  , They. thought ic was thelt 
| duty, inordinatiſſimam Or dinationem efurar, 
” | us Bex2 ſpeaks, + Some* of ther never had it} 
 F6+ they did firſt Preach* without any formal 
Call-or Allowance of thoſe” who uſu e 
Title of Paſtors and Biſhops, and the Sol o : 
er ef :Ordination, and were cherward ; 
S ua to my NL by" the Churches which 
"Tolentts © 


Laval from whom Colvin by ' 
oft Earl Grd fromthe Church of Ge 


d from *Fave! his' Predeceffor, who hat 

——_ the People of Geneva, who: hal 

Right and rey to inſtitute and dep 
| jets that TITS: | 


Ro 


y ar of” hands Succeſſtoely from the”! 
'. poftles: Dr. Filet in Anſwer thereto ard 

(a) In the Corrupt times of the Goſpe! the Lon 
has "raiſed up Faithful Minifters to his kin 
that could ſhew "no. Succeſſion from the © 
Clergy.” hey thats TO upotF's LY 


8x 


| 
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(a) A Contr : oY 13 RY 


4 ox on. of Ordination 


J of neceffity own the Church 


I :pherds. It has been well faid by choſe who 
F have gone -b:fore us, That God .d:es ſo-much 
| ebhor Antichriſt that he would not have his Peo= 
Ih pie 20 ſeek ro ham, nor to bis Priefts to Ordain 
Th Chriſts Miniſters, as be wou'd not take of Babys' 
IF lon @ Stone for 4 corner, nor a Stone for a 
28 Foundation. Jer. 51. 16 Whereas it is objetted 
0 { fayes Mr. Perkins) That they who are Law: 
full called are. Ordained by them whoſe Aun- 
30 cefters have been Succeſſively Ordained by the As 
ol poſtles. 1 Anſwer, there is a Succeſſion of DoArine 
ain which our Miniſters Succeed the Apoſt er, and 
-Sltbrs #5 ſufficient. If in Turkey, or America, or 
\ we where the Goſpel ſhould be received by the 
Counſil and parſwaſion of private Perſons, they 
[pat not need to ſend to Europe for Cenſecrated 
SE Min;Rers, but they have power -to Chuſe their own 
SE Miniſters from within themſelves, Thus Mr. 
aPrrkins. To the like purpoſe:does (F) Zanchy 
peak. And Vetius in his Learned Book:con- 
_ Fterot Z the Deſperate-cauſe of Papacyy bas made 
«as clear asthe Light of the Sun, that not 
84 Perſonal Succeſſion, but a Succeſſion in ge 


(b) On Gala. 2 11. 
(7) In Ephs 5. ubi, de Baptiſm, 
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mo conceive th. Xt 6thers ved Mes 1; 6 | 


Impoſe hands. in the Ordmation, of Miniſter, 
'This is afferred in our. Platform of Diſcipling 


which had the Approbation -.of many Diving | 


as Eninent for Piay and Learning as 
which this Age has produced. or is 


which wil ſeem a very ſtrange Aferrion th 


ſome, a notion pecuttar to New-England Dif: 


wires only. Others of as deep jrignen © 
any whom the W orld has known. have ma! 
Trained the fare. Dr. Ames (c) ſixes, that K 
the-power of Seeing is formally and ſubject 
Hm the Eyr, yer originally in the whe 


Aritmal, fo is the power of O dination in + þ a 


"whole Church, and rhat therefore akhougtrye | 
in 


2 well eonſfru! ed Church, rhe Aa of Or 


ticn' 15 to be performed by the Elders, #5 &a] 
tre 'y qualified Elders are not be had, Ordim 


17071 #4) be performed by non Elders. amj® 0. 


that in- ies ki of the. Church whete 


| Order and Miniſtry fails, 4 plebe aBus Ords In 


nitionis Lepitime flieri poteſt, the People ray q- 
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-Ordam.. Dr. tPhitaker (d} afhrms, that t 
thar have power to Call have  gower ta 6 
dan.” And that the Church. has power Goth | 
Cat. a Biſhop ard to' Ordain.him alſo. -. 
only Congregatiotal men;but fome Presbyteria 
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If Difei -£0 
Ihetins{ a) ae 129.18 be” '©h1 
+: Member of their kody Nl ASTON by 
nay: wholly omit. the Svlemmity of, AC ori 
MI 1d that: the Perſon choſen' to the” Mini 
1 b4 vertue of his a age? peifomns. ? the r 
ing 1o-his Minifterial Office... 'T 
| rd aM-med by*D3deel4554 iP 
þ by Mr-Gile/py againſt the Cerer 2 
al Alſo Gerſon Biiter (f )- maintains th: : # ks fe 
pithe. -E'denſhip ſhould wholly fail” i J poY 
a of Ocdination remains With the' Chufeh. 
6 Defenders! of 'this Problem 'alletge uh Reaſons 
4 lor it, £5 deſerwv&Conſiteration. $7 Ws A 
ie Ws Thar we Mhid i *rhe” ot N Nene . © 
ers impoſing their hands upon h, as We | : "i 
ec apart unto! a Sacred hee M ny ne Levitas 
—_ ring Officers, ne Children 
Wei rmpoſe CE RG RE te. n 


fp oper, eoardohc Mg on theth be foe bikes 
| lager Officers,” Thus 41417as impoledl 
* lik on Paw',A# 9 And after thargthe F 
ofthe Church in / _— impoſed an 
far! and Barnebrr." 43. 13.3. And not. on | 
f Paul bur: the Elders" of he Ghurch * oſuns 
Eipoled bands « on Sor ag was an —_ FY 
li | 
(a): Deſp cau). pap. L. 2 c. 2: p: 269,274 
|<) De Guber, Eccleſ. p, 262,263, ts 
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_ "Some. Councils have allowed: Ld 
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wm iron of hands;.iq; Ordioation” is*1 
.as many of our:. Divines - 

the Papi 5.) nor, has.cc bi 

Figia NG, the jn.it..-:No, doubt but1hs 

Re Nah pap be uſed at the Inaugur 
- -vx08 of lome Cizil Officers, asthe J:ws / rom|. 
: Whonrit- is FOem k Impiſed. hand: 4 a5]. 
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were Projnoehd. wr N Poſrſved 

9s Buxtorſe (f) our ofthe Jewh Wiſers 

form us 3 
&. Mr Hookers Judgments 15, that RJ L 

ay is not: an. act of Anathority but ot! cm 

only-» 'Andithat therefore /it- may ve-perto 

td by Not-Officers-i Ap ifor{:thar | E 

which ſome have thought we F: of4- Te 7 

none - c49: 2100: what bivnſolf- eve 4h and*that- - - 

þ | therefore then upon whom bands were hevet- 
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give elf” to Have the- 
. Bower oben iba: bar no nin Will Þþ- © 
ent lo- abſurd as to ſay, + hat" W onaitt' ks" Tor 
&| ally che pouter 'of- an Musband:- Fir fot 
/) Ages the Kings of England in their 


- op_ Monks and Clerks :- Bur" 
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| 14 ; Ni ie4 : 


dbbars and''Biſhops (F) gave. ZE th : 


"i WY D# Avedemits Pr "Eg 
ws 7 = Lexxc.'\ Thahmutd 'P. '2458." s 

 () v-. Mabheabary de Goff, EY jet. 
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xao The. Onder-o of: the Chu urches 
were. not themſclves Eccleſiaſtical Officers, op |- 
Ordained. | Notwithſtanding all this Diſourk, 5 
L AN, tart irom-approviny;.ghat which ha's been 1 
forge .Churthes, who-when' Neigh- | 
boux: rs.* were: :preſent, :. have. . improved 
Brethre ren. to 'inpoſe. hands on their Paſtors 
I thiok it were better to have an Ordination 
with Faſting and- Prayer only, without any 
impolition ; of hands, ( as.is practiſed 'in mavy 
| gre egatigns in Bhglend 2: then!:to. bave that. 
ry Ceremony pertormed . by Non Elder Þ / 
| Old DoAtine of-New:!England, was, That | 
if be Church: where Ordination is to be performs. 
| ed has not Elders of its own, they ſhould deft Þ 
F * Neighbour Elders . to- Aſſiſt in the Ordinaticn of 
| { ther Os, and. that -mith Impoſition of. hands. 
, well 4s with Faſting and? Prayer. Moft true 
is, that-we-read not in the : New-Teftament, 
of th Ampoſacion of hands by Non'Eiders, 
 Ji&auſe then Elders were not wanting to pers 
|. Form that Service and to; make uſe of Non Elders 
- In this affair when Elders; might be obtained-i# 
t; decent,, nor \approved..of |þy:thoſe great 
ha has, do not- ablalutely | deny. the Laws 
falncſs: of ſuch--a- practice. .. :1- fhalk only -addj 
that Danes, in his Commentary on-1/Fims'5 12.16" 
#- 36 1. does not only maitain that impolts 
tion of hands is not a necfliry Ceremony ins. 
the Conſtitution of a Mijoiſter, but ſayes, that 
It 5 Fatuity to dd as the Papiſts do, in makings 
the Efence of g Legitimate-vocation 'to the. - 
Miniſtry, to £onliſt therein, , and that'to make | - 
ta Geeſig, mbevher foe, Jame perſon "oY re 
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| QUESTION, ar 
vega 


AT "4: Mn be. Orgaintit. 4 a Paſte Gxvepte { 
* £0. 4 Particular- Remy ire X ; fot! thhvaehe 
ſence. of - that Church. al "art? 


Anſw. 'There-are wo nes &f this Regina 
which» we. ſhall Anſwer: diſtinct. 
1. We afſertichat-ino:man. ought! tocbs: 106 
we, A Eaters ERcrs 2ni6gee-BY 
Fer,:! 275 19830 215 49 198 5 fk; fr” TS. Y 
"1. Wehave no Fnſtance in; the Scripture. oÞ” 
adigarg, Offer "Ordained,; Except: m__ &: 5 
particulXt Flock.. A 1 4:23. The Potent Le 
Riders by. EleBion ( ſo 6gesthe Goren: Franflais - 
Nin Tead.the words:truly: cnough:ag.that, Learss- 
ned: Knight, Sir Norton: Kuatebbul( has orith. 
ally evinced: )' 12 every--Chirrche-: Panl lei 
in Charge with-Titus," that he ſhould Orofaghds : 
Elders'11 every City. Tit.: 1:2 5: Ht was: nat 10+: 3 
| Ordain them ta be Individudeagaylbur «a! patthe 
cular place, a City wherein'was ſome! Chanchys. 
was. a(igned to thenr-to- Labourdn. Heatight:- 
$91 ” as Mr: Baynes and'from-bim- (2) Didechas 
7-f | L23.< ; VINS+r 4 
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293: Tho, Order ofthe:Churches 

| vim bake) Y ogy render Univerſity ©; 
Es th; without affigning? Ik 
| ; they» make Maſters oft 
; | 1475 who out Pace or for them any Scholars. | 
2. .Paſtor. "cpa are .Relates, and there-" 
Fore one cannot be. without the other, It is 
+  Coritrary t& Rules 'of Reaſon - ( #5. oY + 

4 'Ans know ) that. the Relate ſhould be witho 

hige-d Correlar#>{b) Tonaythat a YParidring/Le 
\ w#e:who bas no:Flock-4s a Paſtor, is as gbod 
-| ſenſe as to ſay, that he ' that has no Children' wal 
a Father; and that the man who has no Wites fc 
EC NLant" Nor may #' be pretended 'that* 
| Abe Catholick Chittobi is'this*Fiock. For ( not# 
xo-infifton rh !0ormenon-! Proteſtant Dogri ; 
- that'theTs Churthot#Unerfb'e-; : Ks. com® : 
| Eds all true ry Ire Aket to thet 
3A Paſtor 1s uber; an- Obligation 5h feed. 
every" oh thad is of the Flock - which he is '! 
Paſtor'untws;: ARt.2£0:28. Take heed therefor FI 
$0:yout ſelorry andwo allthe Feck beer tphich! the; 
Fly Gheft hag "hed you Oviſerrs "Ts ny” cel 
man-able to ſeed al that Fircks of the2iChurch® 
| -Catholick Vifib'e ? A Mniſter*muſt»give ans 
” - gccount cancefning every Soul in thar' py 
| whickhe the Paſtor of, :Hebv 13.17 They” 
rhac fay they: ate Paſtors if the Catholick Churehs; 
may. do well to: think. what ace cunt they - wed 
BY &- of the ten. thouſands of Souls bebngiog MY & 
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NY A mai to habe. a "Particular | 
; gin fo which he'is related, if he is a Paſtor 
Jo other Churches beſides that, then it-'is not 
Tin'the pow of that Church to deprive him,ob 
+ {kb Paſtoral Office. . If they hould ret him 
{and it denyedly from being. their Paſtor, 
E: he. may. preteng, I am a "Paſtor bf the; Catho-. 
lick Church, and will be fo,.;do you' do your 
worſt: This favours” of the Papiſts inJe/sble, 
JCharaBer, who pretend that it a.man hag! been. 
{ ohce Ordained, he can never be'a Laie ag 
Then a perſon who i*Ju if - FF "d6 Fan 
Iront® his Office, _ e( ky: 
1's Paſtor MAE- And OO Ng *Fe-thar Is 
[ndt ſo milch as a Member of the YilibteChurch* 
q may yet bra Paſtor of the Church Gatholick, for* 
one juſtly 'Exco mmunicace, is no*1 anger: of 
: Chriſt's Viſible Ringd moor, 'being! "Ainfioti/as 
Þively delaved ro ba of 'unto' Bricks - Oar. 
| Diferp!ine geglares not*only*thatfuch : as neve = 
related to # particWlar Flock,” but fiich 4s" : 
Thave been; brit now'are not'ſh related, ' ro- be ** 
1m Church Officers.” The words i in te” Plats 4 
Eform, Ch 9. S. 7, Are, Hs that isGlearly loofed* +] 
ghrwm his Officerrelation unto that Church whereof © 
The was @ Miniſter, cannot be looked at ut an Offis \ 
Jer, nor perform any aft of Office m "thy other 
Orr ch, anleſs he be again” orderly called anos: : 
CE: 
| When Ocdi nations at large did wit 
+ cr Corruptins A OT 
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the 'Ocdi liabl 
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to bave Money: The Canns..of the: Church of 
England will not-permit any. oneto be Ordaineds 
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i eli Yedts Too nd. ans 
- in'N. England Vindicated. - ro * 
with the Papiſts in allowing thoſe to have Ti> | 
Hes who have none ſuch as the Calcedonias 
Council mended, GC i oo 345, 15 
6: The impleadeFOrdinations: are contrary 
to the Judgrrem-of our Eminent Divines,, and 
to the practice of ſome of: the beſt Reformed 
Churches: Funins (k) declares his Approtation 
of the mentioned Canon of the Calcedon Synod, 
"And that ſince an Elder is not Ordajned ' 
©to- the Miniſtry abſolutely, but to the  Miffi> 
$ fter of*this- or that "Church. in particuiar, it 
$;s fit char the' Church ſhould be eofjerfaed 
tin the Ordination, And that in the Apoſto» 
lical- Times in the Ordination of a Miniſter, 

5 there was firſt a Cheirotonia-or Election by 

* the People, and then a Cherrotheſia or impas 
*firton- of hands 5 That theſe* two' were 'al- 
# wayes Joyned together as the Antecedent. and 
+ | 5 Conſequent, Mr.” (1). Cartwright fayes that 
al efter E':Rion follows Ordigation which 3s a. S$0* 
mY lemn inveſting or putting__a_ Miniſter into the 
n Þ Poſieſſion. of that Office whereunto he_ waz before 

| £Lo/jev. Tothe ike ptrpole does De 14 hiraker 

| ſpeak 5 [It's receſs,” and would 'be endleſs 
& | to he#p up Teſttmorics 'clncerninF- this,fince it 
r: | 15 a Common received opinion amongftaur Dj- 
py | vines, ( we muſt always except-pre/atical onesY* 
54 | that tHe Elefiton of a Minifter by the Church 
* Feould precede bis Ordination One of NI Ar- 
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k | ticles of "the Etcicfialticat © difcipline” of the- 
w on rm Reon  Erench. 
(k) Animadv?a/. in Beliarm. Contrum. 5, - 
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"'Cap' Ji Se 7. 
Cl) 24 Rep p. 272. 


' ,x06 The Order of thoChurches 
| © French Proteſtants, is, Miniſters foal no: bt 
Ordained without Aſſigning them a particula” 
Fhck © So inthe Rirk of Scothend one. Article 


+ of their Polity is (9) A Office bearers ſhould | 
have their omn particular. Flocks, among whom | 


ay New e their particular Charge ; as | hind. 
it Exprefled by Mr Ca/derwood. That Leary 
ed {n) Author difapproveth- of the Impleade& 
. Ordinations, becaule they make a man /to 
be « Miniſter only - Inpotentia, but not in am 
Indeed Mr Rytherford has ſuch ſtrange. words 
gs theſe, 1? 7s preſuppeſed that A.B: 3s Qrdginel. 
a Paſtor before the People cari Eleft bim for thei 
Paftor.., Mr. Hooker replies to him that he frady/ 
B#larmine ſpeaking juſt after that manner 
which cauſed Dr. Ames to tell him, that he. 
diſputed prepoſterouſly, and did fet the Carts 
Before the Horſe, when he placed Ordiration/ 
before Ele&ion. But notwithſtanding Ms 
Rutherford in that particular Notion deſerts: 
* the Common Proteltant DoCQtrine, in another: 
' place he has theſe words, 4 Paſtor is ovly the 
Þ alter of. that, Flock over which vhe Holy Gholi 
bs the Chocdes ahi hs fot him s_ the 
aftory yet. a as when. be Preacheth in another 
Congregation, he ceaſetb. not to. be a fo 


: howbxit not the Paſtor of that Flock; in ſaying 
which. he z iclds the cauſe wholly” as Mr. (« 
a” « "oe Hooker 


. (an). See the Hiftory of the:Church of _ |: 

7... Scotland. p. 105. | 

'_ . (r), Aitare damaſe. Þ» 209-.... 

\ (o) Survey of Chureb Dsſcepline 
f. 2-2.Ghe.: 
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| bt. 1d Bindicated... 167 
| Hvokgr Rilshim: othen,we are now.agr reed, 
: _ Hy add, that. the Unized.. Brethren 


| London declare that Ordicactly, _Noue., {bal Far 
| ror. ot the pong of the Meats. but pr 
#5 are called aud x» thereanto by: a. particulay 
Church, 'And that Learned Preahateman Mr. 
| eſe affirins, Qt). That Or ination ought .to 

ven fo him on'y who 3s Ec! ed, and that ns 
benſe be 'ts Bleed.” 

"As''for the ather part af, the Que eſtion, Wie 
Mer” Ordrnation ought not to be performed in 
the preſence of - that Church. where. the Minifter 
3s to Serve ? The Anſwer is, That Or-dina- 
ily it ought to be. The O-dinations ; waich 
Ye read of in the Scripture were ſo-, If a Pecos» | 
ple who are xemore_ from all. Miniſters fi. to 

Yr daing deſire ofie whom they haye. Ele&ed 
þ be Ordained for them in another! Land, 
by a Solemn. Separation, of him ro . chat Sexe 
vice of Chriſt; with: Faſting and. Prayer, png 
Impotifion"of hands; 3 thats 'a.rare OD 
know "not Why i in ach a caſe: there- Bane 
be 'afi Odhation though: the Chptch' is not 
If becauſe thy © cannot be preſent, "Ba cit there 
are Elders in _the. place where the; Minilher is 
| @: dif nſ& the Myſteries, of the Golkel, Gokia 

ive ;Grdinttion, tor or in the; preſence. of 

; his Chih, as Wipgol aig -3ng "contrary tq Sorip- 
[tne Ex Primitive Times of 
"Y NFrork aw >WErE pertormed not 
only with, the Conſent, but an the TO 

- the 


(+) Engl, ppt ore. arts 3. bap; 8. 
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7083 The Order of EY 
- Church, yea, of the wh hk which | 
y Paſtor was to Prefide.. I 141 (*. 9 ang 
tha” no' Je er is- gt pe aun eee } 
the People" to "wh om Paſtor is Ordain 8 
be preſent : He declares this to be according ; 
to the DoCtrine and PraQtice-of the Apoſtle | 
In the rr Century it was thus pr actiled 
Mm the Afian, and in the Mfricin Ca | 
Thus was Origen (p) Ordained. | And ths q 
inſtead of Nare:ſſys who was with-drawn,from 
his Paſtoral care of the Church in thoſe day 
3n Feruſalem. The Magdeburgerſes (9g) in 
their Ecc'e/iaftical Hiſtory note that jt any Bin 
was tobe Ordained they ſent (not ro Mint 
fters in anther Province a, Thouſand Miles 
diſtant or 3'ro Neighbour Paſtors for thei 
 Approbation, 'Conveniehant frattes onnes ( (a 5 
they .} all the Brethren came together, and 
when the EleEion was ,over, they eel 
Tto' an Cr.l/inarion with the Impeſi tron of hands |- 
etl uniter 4 popullo, in, t he preſence, of all} 
the People. © Thus allo it \is el nglt the AP 
formed' Churches in France,” | "Th there was -4 
"Time when ſorne young Scholars. of the 
French. Nation, having. had their Educatiog 1} 
in 'the Univerfity, of Leyden in Holland recciy: 
cd Orcinarion from the hands: of. Duich d/ 
Vine &, it which the, Presbjterians | in | France wers 
diffaticfyed Fer Which FE te. Saes'l 


(*) 1; i. Epit. "4. CO 
(p)- » Euſcb. L 6:c 8, Io, - Bl bi | I, 
' @) Cen. 3 $f to mibi, 94s £0K-s 


in N. England Dindicated, 
Gergean inthe year 1601. tnade'it ane -of | 
ralCabey (r) That Letteri-be Written Fo the, fois 
and Profeſſors * of Divinity,” an be Univerſity 
Leyden, intreatirig them hot to Ordainthe Fr 
repoſe Studie nts in their Untverfity ; but when 
they have finiſhed their *Courſe of Theology, 'to fend, 
them into Frante, that here being called to the. 
Miniſtry, they may receive _—_— < bonds A 
he face of our Churches. | 
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QUESTION XiY. 


Is the Prafice of the Charebes of New-England 
41 2 granting Letters of Recontimendation of 
T D;fni ton from one Church to another aceor | 
5 ha Seriprure. and the Example of. owe Churches ®, 


A '\ ainſi. {c is-fo. See 48. TY 27% Row. ak 
TI1,2 That this was an uſual Practice''in.the* 
# {Churches in the. rpg Times, 'is 
Saom I Cor. 16. 3. 414 7, 1. Cok 4 19,114 | 
203 -F0b. g- 8, 9640. This pradtice | ns". 
2 [nued 'in the Churches after ot toliexf 
TI Times. Pohearp in his Epiſt - '; 
$1 Pb3'5pps recommends Oreſoens with ks Tbiltes 
j to their Communion, teſtifying that their Com- 
[ycrlation hall been blamele(s. : The (Greek 
Wn boefulled! ſuch Letters. as. the crig 
# fe bo Hitatick ee ahe LIP of be: GOT) 
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8. . I ha rimitive 
ztters' were in no be ſeen. 
Bafonine... And: that ſomething of this, 
ft actiſfed in the Fourth Century is 
| FIT  Jerroe of the' firlt Council 
' Ciitbags fe) -* That 0 'one ſeal Communi- 
Cate .in another Church without @ Letter from 
the Bios his own. Church. Nazsanzene in | 
| , 'one of his Orarzons againſt Fulian the Apoſtate 
| - ſpeaks of theſe Letters And ſeveral Ancient 
'-_ Synods make - mention both of Literal! Com- 
 -mnendutitiih and Litere dimiflorie And ſome 
' of the Proteſtant Reformed Churches practice . 
ﬆ the Churthes of New-England do as to this |: 
matter. S9.mm:.(#) France. And in. -Hollant | 
| Fſeveral-of their S204; have Commended this | 
| _ pratice of the Churches, that when perſons | 
3 SOPn from 4 SRD | to cer tr ay | 
 . T& YET at the. Lords: Tavie, . they | 
 #hould bring; Letters Teſtimonial. with they | 
=» Sorsof their greateſt Divines have written i 
=» oF it. - Dr.. Hoynbeck, (wm) Commends | 
of New-Erglaud for this theit 1 


| tins wha: $. been "Is eltcemed., rhe molt 5? 
Learnelts' mn: the. World BE 208 \ Anſwer ts 
(a) Dow 2 2; at. 1.4.4 | it 'S H | 
Ut eb. cent. 4 © 9-Þ. 40H © | 
.. a) ». £4.: Rogue. Þ 145: 

®) In TR #d Duraum. p. 111, 
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in . England 1d £30. I 
that Nur Jong [wow in the Tranſiation ef : 
Members from one Church to anther, Letters ; 
, Dimiſtory and Teftimonial are not requiſite t © 
| Anſwer, (x) I:a habte ordo Ecclefiaſticus _ 
| laudabili rare obtinet in Ecclefijs. Belgicis/ 
Ecclcfiaftical order requires that it thou 
Þ. -And this Laudable cuſtom obtains inthe- 
oo C burches. He giveth diverſe Reaſons- 
or it. 
I. Such Letters willſerve inftead of a new- 
| Examination anti Tryal} which is-ne! 
when perſons are firſt Admitted into the Church. 
z. Becauſe otherwiſe Churches may be "ing. 


- | poſed upon, fo as to receive Members who - 

: | are unfit, and it may be under offence I in the. 

| Churches" from whence they come. 4 
| | 3. TV rae the: CES hs 
L Church withour he Appronr 

8 | * Church to which they d hs ny "up ol | 
ff] to make diffcrence ; Churches, 

ff them one againſt another. Thus Fey La | 
ſj cd man. Granting of Le#ters Te rſlomonsal was ; 
v | pradtiſed in the Churches in Guernſey W 14 
on | firſt Reformed : Their. Eqcleſiaftica! Dz{cifih 

| was the Compoſure of the famous Thonigs 

i} wright ( as the Miniſters in that 1/and. 4 

© Te, when | kad my « Converſation | 

? a 


ther many years (ince ) Now one 
of their Diſcipline is, That there ſhall 21. 
" received to the Lords Supper any one: of of "1 
.riſhes without Good Ray * ag from bis P, 2 

f two of the Elders mage 4 there 8s 20 Anders | 
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(x) ae pol, vt pare. 'X-C, 4p. 67: 3 


W_ 
4 "Mi . 
ad hes 
ky * br 
5045 hm r 2 
k <A; oa , 
- Po. F A. IS V 24 k, as; - ”* $ 


ab nd 
- _ 


; bo. TOY 


+ ”"—_ 6 Re A 
. wa 
= -* 


Althoogh hs mes that no Church ought. ts \ 
be made'a Priſon, It is nevertheleſs a Sin 
r avy Church Memher to leave that, Church 


E Where the Providence of God has ſet him |. 
+. .-Without juſt carſe, [tis a Violation of his | 
Ehurch Covenant... [The removal of a Mems | 
ber from a Church does tend” ro "the weak |- 
ning” of that Church It ons may depart | 
[Without juſt ceaſon, ” why not an other, and a 
” Third, and ten, twenty, and more, until rhe 
”- Church' is in'a manner diffolved. And-there- 
* Fore 'tis rational that if Members of Churches. 
|  tfire to remove their Relation to: ang / 
'” Ther Church, they ſhoald acquaint their 6wn 
* " Ehtrch with their deſires, 'and the reaſon there | 
| of that fo if they are. ultifrable, they may. | 
| Have a Eoving Dfſmifan, bur. if otherwiſe } 
* Thar they may' be Convinced of their Error, | 
| "and defift from their, pwpoſe. , It is no fign of. 
| "Wiſdom'for a man ſo to abound in his own | 
"#nfe, as not to as the Advice of others }Þ' 
' Cthe Church eſpecially ro which he is related ), Þ 
| In a matter of ſuch moment Prov. 11. 14, & |. 
"2. x5. Eaters of Dilmiflion. ate requifi'e I 
that fo it may þe known that his deparcure.Þ- 
- I not offenſive By the Letters in Comte 
werfy + nothing elſe if intended, but Leriehs |. 
E's ial from ſome Church of Chriſt, or | 


= ers thereof, Concerning . ſome of their Commu Þ.. 
b- ", emoding from them to another People, be | - 
| "be for. loſer or longer Time. The forrs ot theſf, |, 
+ -'Ttters are divei according'to the — * 
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. of them are Letters of Recom Fagn | 
| raining fome Teſtimonials - fot hep <4 
both: of chem are Lnerat, Diſmiſſiong © 


- 16-04 Engla 
of the perſon-for- "whom , 


called. Letters of Diſmiff 
" Recommendation, / 'For' > es © 


turn, y -thoſ 
whom he is going "a the Hedds of id 
afſented ro- by our- Presbyterian-- and -Congte- 


_gational- Brethren. in - London, . "Fbele are ſome, \ 
j That «& Viſible profeſi ar joyned 40 a Partioular 
| church o 
| Church, 

 NANCces there diſpenſed ne an wang - one 


ie Fleadfaftly with the ſaid 
e #be Miniftry \ and <A 


ht to cont 


d not forſa 


Recommentation to another Church: 


| fay, We ought not to Admit any one wy # 
| Member of qur r:fpefiive. Congregations. that 


# gr bo 


' joyned himſelf to another, without 


n- Murual Satisfadion a ”y Congregations concerted, 
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CE STION, Wis 


P'S nt the afterting that a Paſtor may. Adming- 4 I 


fer the Sagrament to anther - Church beſides 


Aus on Particular Flath,. at the deſire of that «+. 4 


-ther. Church, a declewſion from the Firſt \Proines- 


ples of New-Eogland, and of the Congregationel * 1 


2c tladhs SV 


KR 3 -- © Anſw. 
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Order kd es > 


Church Diſoplinedocs Not at all -contradict it, 
ur: rather:approve: of it,\hepe. 15. S. 4. And 
| -Jorhs {of theFirſt Eminent Miniſters in News 
2 gran ene the lawfulneſs of ſuch a 

hee oy | Mr. Norton in bis. Anſwer to 


. Roſſer) in-their Anſwer co Mr Ball 
And wy ather an, a. Letter of his to Mr. 
. Elvoker,. begring Date Nov 6 164.5. Giveth 
- Gath Reaſons for-1t as are not ealieto be an» 
 fwered. Dr. Goodwin who was a Pillar a: 
- mongſt Congregationa's,: declares his Judgment| 


a Letter writien nov long before his. Tranſl} 
 . .: ian ta. Glory, of which T have elſewhere gj- 
| --, Ven an account, but in his Diſcourſe of Church : 
| Government, in bis: fourth Voluma lately :pub- 

lifhed,. which was- written long before that- 
_ Letter, and wherein he _ fhews that ſuch an 
% &ls al Excrciſe. of: Miniſterial) Power . i 
er Church at their R: queſt will yor In- 


Book of- the Dofors, cauſe his words to: be 
"Tranferibed. ' He thus ſpeaks,. (5) It is one 


cs OR ye O at all::, For our Platforms o | 


:Mr. Shepard of Cambridge, and Mr, 


fully in. the A mative,;and this not only in| 


Hes _ ſuch _Jurisdition as that which "the | 
*Bresbyterian Brethren plead for. We. ball for]. 
the ſatisfaction of thoſe that bave not that} 


; ©" 'thihg that there may Occaftonally be an Ew. 


' Bregation,, *and it is another thing that it] 
- *fhould be affumed- and-challenged, which i} 
$3 «the thing that remains further co - be proved] 


3] 
> (32. B: 5, Che 30 p13: ef 


ercifing-of an Elders Power in- another Con-f- 
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in'Þ. England Vindicatey. rr 
_— Presbyteria} Divines. ' As it is” one 
« rHing for a Child under Age,. tho* he ſhould: 
+*not Govern himflf, to have Liberty to: chuſe 
| +a Guardian for 'the: Time, but: it is anothet 
'| *thing that. a Company of- men ſhenld /af- 
| *ſume-to be his-Guardians- for ever. - It will: 
. { be ene-thing for a;Corporation to ſend-to' as 
\ | £:nother Corporation for. their :Recorder,' a 
* man skilful in the Law, |to- perform 'the Of- 
| + fice of a Recorder with a; Jury at their. Scifi» 
- | *-on,:they now. wanting one, or there falling. 
» | © out a-Caſe of- difficulry,.. wherem their own- 
i} *does need- Affiſtance ;, but it will be another: 
14'*ching for the Recorders of ſeveral Corporat 
- | + ons in a County to go and-challenge by vet» 
| -*tue of Afﬀociation,.and the Common. Law of: 
«4 *Communion in the Kingdom, a conſtant- 
- | © power of JurisciAion . to' be: Exerciſed over 
tf] #them, | 4 
1 © And in- this- caſe the * Communion. © of- 
| Churches i-reſpe&t' of Members Rua Meme: 
| *bers,.and of Eiders, Nua Riders antwer | one- 
e | another, according.to oof®principles. For as: 
 1--4\the Members of: another Ghurch,. it they 
4. *come to a Particalar-Church,. and are recei- 
| *ved by their Conſent by them,.and fo for that- _ | 
Time become as one body- with them,: by _ 
{-* vertue whereof they. receive. the Sacrament as: -  -; 
1 *mongſt them, as-being;tor this a&t incorpora»-* - * 
it] '*red and. as one bread * with: then» occalions *? 
i * ally, .in this-do-not receive mecriy and {amply 
$I *as Members of anather Church,.. diſtinctly &: 
'&a part confidered, altho? by vertae of rheic .be»=. 3 
"| *iog: Mtmbersof another Citucct, but they are 4 
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+ xx6 The Opderof theChurches 

© thereby for /that_ Time occaſionally received: F 
* into that Church ad cantum fo far. as to Tne 1 
©.Joy ſuch and ſuch a'/priviledge, ſo as the Sar 
* crament in this, is-not/ſaid to be given to the |, 
" Members of qwo- Churches apart conſidered, G 
* but to one Church as thus making one, tho! | f 
- upon 2 differing reſpe& ; and 1o it us alfo | 7. 


| - In their "receiving Elders ( if we may ( 


*fnake that fuppolition } ro perform Ads % 
2 of Elderſhip mrs if they 8o.it not in + 
*-rhis fingle and apart . Confideration 'that |” 
Y they "ATC f&mply- E'ders of --other Churches, ww 
*as if conſidered only as fach they may | 

_ © make a Confiſtory 'met out of this Church Þ 

*to 'be over this Church, and fo Excons|. 

"* municate, but they come to and” are pres x 
* ſent fn and 'with thar Church being "called | 
© by thetn; 'and received as Elders for that 6! 
-.* AQt, and for that Time as one with them, | 

'« "as the 'A&s* which they do 'perforrn are x. 
-6:ARs' of that .Charch, or: of Elders in thit] 9 
© Church; and are 'tiot to be  confidered* # 
* Aqs of other Effers that have no powe 
© over that CMirch. Thus far Dr. Goodmg | YO 
And' that this accords with the Judgment 'Q&J **4 
Congregational Divines, and was alſo practiſey] "1 
In the nexc Ages to the Apoſtles, when Poly a 
carp Paſtor of the Church in Smyrne admin] 6 
fired the Sacrament to the then. Church of vac 
Saints in Rome, | have more fully declared. nJ'® 
an Anſwer to this RuefHon, which was prob g's. 
td\in the Year, 1693. And thus it-was ' pre 
Biſed ja the Chinches of New England in the 


Pp 
% , ” a 
"ul. f " £ _ _ 
, "PEPE TELE IT TM. r 
: = bs G _ 


$5. 00.08 0. Fes EP WATT, 


—_— 
=_—_..-5 


LY 
= 


* 


EC 


wee nes * £8 a... 


19. Gs England Pindicated. 1.557 
PIO i 


imes! For when Mr. Wilſon, Pa- 
ſtor of rhe /enly Churely then in Boſton, .was 
abſent from his Flock in' a Voyage for |En- 


.gland, Mr. Phillips, Paſtor of the Church - in 


Watertown, adminiſtred the Lords Supper to 
the Church in Bofton. This was above three- 
ſcore years fince, And thus-did- Mr. -Etzor, 
(a zzalous man for the .Order of the Gol: 
pel, praftiſed in ;the Plazform:' of Diſcipline-} 
practice forty "F ago in the Indian Cupnoby 
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QUESTION. XVI; 


IF it. a Duty for Chriſtians in their Pr. 
make uſe of. the: wards © of: that 6." 
Am called "the Lords Prayer 7 


4 Anſw, It cannot be proved that this i i. P 
duty: The Rueſton- is mot © whether 'it'is, 
Lawful to make uſe of thoſe words in Prayer. 
'No. man'can rationally _, doubt, but that the 
words in that as well as the- words of -other 
Prayers i in the Seripture may be made uſe of 
n our Addrei:s to Heaven. The Rigid Sepas 
"ang will got deny this Mr. Dnſworth 


Em 


" 


layes, (a) We hild it Good and Hl to uſe aright 
#2 of the: Lords-Prayers, or * words of 'Scrgp+ 
ture, or thoſe or any of tie- Petitions taught 


i w. #n Matth. 6: or Luk. ory in the words of- 


I 
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either 
(a) v Mr. Pagets Arrow againſt | 


Separation. Þ. 4, 63. 


- x18 @he Orderof the Churches . | 
eicher Evangelift, or other wards 'as the Spirit 

- of: God which helps us to Pray, leadeth us, to aw If 
of them Likewiſe Mr. Robinſon (b) who wal; 
2 Rigid Separatiſt until Dr. Ames convinced hita 
of his Error therein, He fayes, e- hold il « 
Lawful to uſe thoſe very words in cur Prayers, 

all, or any part of them, if we be thereunt| y 
Guided by the Holy Spirit in_ whom we muft | ( 
wayes Pray, and by whoſe help we muft mals 
our Requefts .unto God, Doubtleſs then Con y 
gregational men- will conggde as: much as thaff 
cometh to. - Mr. Feremiah Burroughs ( aw 
'mmous Divine of the Congregational Perſwyſ 
fion ) once when he Preached his ExpoſitayJn 
' LeQures was prevented from coming to- thel; 
Alſembly exact ne the Hhur appained, fl 
_ he ſhould at that time have inlarged in Praye]h 
'as he uſually. did, the Anditors would hay y 
been- detained longer then they expeed[F 
Nor was he willing to begin his Expolrig]t 
without any Prayer at all, he therefore bs 
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this is neceſiary : Mc 
without Sin make 
(b) In FE Anſwer to Mr. Bernard 
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" 
to FRA ray ye. Mar 6. 9. 'Whence p32 
&] (6). er 119 that Chriſt caught his Diſciples 
[not what words they; ſhould uſe in Prayer, but 
x what ehings they. ſhould pray for. . 'To the 
fame'p Ek es tos He. And this alſo is - 
iv] the A 4 of Calvin, Muſculus, Piſcator, Bertram, 
Wind of Grotius himſelf, that our Saviour did 
Jnot intend that, His Diſciples were boxnd to re>. 
Biel cite thoſe words in Prayer, nor wonld He tye them 
b: | i6che mſe of; Sylables. Nor indeed is it proba- 
I ble that our Lord in the-midſt of his Sermon 
\ . would ..preſcribe a Form of Words to His 
Diſciples: Whence: Mr. Foſeph Mede ( a great 
pConformilt } concludes, (4) That when choſe 
by words wee firſt uttered; the Dyſciples underſtood 
{or chat their Maſter antended” 5t for a. Form of | 
a Prayer, but fora Pattern, or Example only. 
prays for any thing not contained in that 
WM Pletform: of Prayer, docs not pray after. that 
ah Jeve but he Hr cen while AY 7 
ings. compre rein, 2 
= not uf -ONe- Expreſfiqn in i it, but.other 


De 


words. importing thac,, ſenſe, does truly. Prey 
| cio ih It is Pleaded, _ DO, HS 


TD Lib. de bes o64p. Ty 
| (0) See bis Works, Bun, . 


| . PYorm; whoſe" Form” tilt 'we” follow ? ?-'w 


220 The Order of the | 


des Grotinrgive the ſence of them. 


. - 0h} "Exod. #. 22; *He did cot think ' that 
be was obliged to Gy thoſe very words, only to 
Expreſs that zþing: Nor did he in delivering 


_kis Meſſage rye fiſelf to thok words and (yl | 
lables;' © The like may-be here affirmed: More-'/ 


over, moſt 'of thoſe that do Sy the Lords Pray 
or, do not ſay as *tis in Zuke. _ 
2 The two Evangelifts-in their Reciting! 
hin Prayer have not'the ſame words. Whence 
' we' conelude tnat it was given only- as a P?are 
___- or-Direfory for Prayer, #nd not as x! 
Ferm which we 'may not vary tro 3 In 
' "Links there js no Amermconciuding "the Pray& 
"fibarſy*Doxology,' bfides the words b8th i ., 
- the fourth*and'in- the fifth Petition are 'no Sy 
- the fame words. with thoſe in Matthew.” 
'3f he meamiig of Ty after this "manner, and 
hoon 46%. 10 s, that- we are in duty 
bophd"'rs: uſe thbſe "words and {y\lables #5 


_ ther that of Marrhew; which part of Chris 


thefe'words, but theſe things in your prayers : Ss | 


Moſer "was charged, Ther ſhale ſay wato Pheras |, 


ow | 


Sermon” bell Mount'?-or that in Luke whi 
was raugh domed in _ do 


20 notee cetin, var er +" Dr, i 'L3gH1 bla) 


a hr mA oo Sg ther Prayers" - 


Il Þ.2 


et 
Treat: 
_- w + 
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Houſes "with f: 
- omen era" woes faid 20 inf th 
= but ſtead there, thay” ' candude 
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* IH N. England Vindicated, x2zT 
. with ſaying theſe Words, Blefjed -be Neme ef - 
.'] the Glory of his Kingdom forever and ever. I re 
-| member a 9 Rabbs fays that thoſe words 
\ | were the-uſual Prayer oftheir Father Facob, but _ 
the Do&or thinks that-the Doxalogy is omitte® - | 
mn Luke, and added in Matthew, .to infltrut us ' 
| that we ſhould uſe this Form, both: in Pub- - 
«| lick and in Private. Yet this Anſwers not tha 
| Queſtion, which of theſe Forms is to be :uſed3 
1 which of them in Publick, and which in-Pri- 
| vate ? If we. muſt keep exaRtly to the -Fewifts - 
| mode of worſhip, the Form in Matthew muſt 
| not 'be_ uſed in the Cathedral which anſwers te 
| the Temple, becauſe it concludes with we - 
1 Nor mult the Form in Luke, becauſe it wants } 
«| the Doxology, which is peculiar to the Temple: 
'{ The Goſpel does not require nor approve of. _ 
| i:daizing in Chriſtians. at 
v0 ;h hat Common Argument, ( howeves 
+ | lighted by Mr. Puget (e) which many. havei 
» | produced to prove that the Formal uſage &f 
&] the Lords Prayer, is not'Commanded, deſerves 
{| further Cor {iderarion, viz becauſe then 58 won, 
wie untawſul to wary at atlfrom thoſe words 'und 
$1 !lables, When ic is faid, Pray thus, arid whole 
$11 Pray, ſay, thoſe words of our Saviour are 
qnot a Permiſſion, but an abſolute *Communits 
we ene. When you Pray, that is, Sbenever yote 
Wipray. As, when you give Alms, is as'muchk 
1a to fiy, when ever you give Alns. Thus 
1 v1 forever a Chriftian prayes,” he muſt ray. 
after that manner os Chrift in his Sermon 


” '(e) Ubi Supra. Þ. 74. _ 


X22 , The Orderof the Churches 
/ onthe Mount reſfcribed: - If therefore the | 
- ymeating'of Pray'thus, is, uſe theſe very words, 
it'would riot be Lawful at any time to vary 
From'them. Which ho man will be ſo-unres> 
:onable-as to affirm. It would-be lefs proper 
For':a:Chriſtian 'in his 'Cloſer ro ſpeak -1n the 
plural number: Indeed the Superſlitious Jews | 
-made : @anon that their - Compendious Prayer, 
which: they call Majan 9. d a Fountain Prayer, 
'and -require their Diſciples to' fay it -Eighteen 
zimes every day, ſhall be'Expref[' d in the plus Þ 
Tal-number, though he that ſayes ic has-no man 
- With bim, and they make him "Guilcy of Sin 
 Char-{hall Pray' thar' Prayer im the fingular 
number though'in bis Clofer, becauſe he muſt 
never look: on himſelf as Separated from the | 
Synagogues But does any man 'þ<lieve, that 
Ib a Gbriftiacr ſhall ſay, give.me my daily bread, 
forgive my debts, lead not me into Fenptatk 
on; liver .w? from 'evi!, thar he cff:nds by 
mat: ſpeaking 'plurally in rhe very Syllables” of 
the Lords Prayer ? It wou'd: be' fo, if the] 
1gn + of the precept'were to t5e us up to 
Vords. and Syllables -- 
.xþi>"Iihere are few of thoſe who uſe. the 
ords Prayer, that keep to the words either of | 
Matthew: or of Like in their ſaying of ic. For 
in. the - Fifth Petarion they vary therefrom 
"The words ' in Matthew are, Forgive us out 
debts as we forgive our debtors,” Maih.-6 12, 
The! words in Luke are, Forgive us our Sing] 
Jor\-we''-alſo jforgeve' every one that 1s indebted 
50-45, Luk; #1-4. When "as they thac hy | 


= 
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i\ N. England Vindicated; |. r2x; 
- the Lords Prayer 'uſe the words which: are. in- 
the Liturgy, viz Forgive us owr Treſpaſies as w#: 
forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us. [t will be 
ſaid, that is the ſame ching though not the fame 
words with the other. . But this is to give -up7 


Wwe S»*»& @* Ob. 
i. 


the cauſe, ſince our Qieftion is not Egerang, 
things but words. Moreover, by. this ſmall 

\ | alteration of the words: a Great Truth, viz. 

X That our Sins are our Debts, is loſt; . Cyprian 

\ | 15 jaſtly blamed for making a lirtle- change ing 

. | the Sixth Petition, for he cxpreſf.th it, Ne pas 

n | *iaris nos induci oc Suffer us not to be, led 

n | #nto Temptation, whereby & great and myſte= 

rj Tous Truth reſpeAing the Adiviry of” Prov 

| | vidence in Leading men. into. 'Femptation is- 

e | obſcured. They that pretend they are bound 

at | in Conſcience to uſe the Lords Prayer as' & _ ? 

4 | Form, and ſo to keep exaQly to the words" | 

4 _ contained, are not able to Extricat 

y | themſelves from this Argument - agaigt: 

of | them. Nor can | give any reaſon why . they 

he | expreſs the Fifth Petition . as they commonly: 

to} dog excepting this, that they have taken-thelr 


| uſe of the Lords Prayer, not out of the Bible: ' 
he | but-ouc of the Common Prayer Book 
off - 5. It cannot be proved that either Chriſt or ? 
'or | his Apoſtles did uſe this Prayer -as a Form, * 
mf A moſt Heavenly Prayer made by our Savt=: . 
our] our, is recited in the 17h of Fohn, but He'did 
12,4 not corclude- with the words of ' this- prayers 
ng} We find in A&s 1. 24 And in Af, 4.24) | 
zl} Thar the Apoſtles prayed in Chirch-Meetivgs,. | © 
-but not that they a Tg begin or conclude - | 
: 2 | 


” 
- 


wid 


wi Rr, _y_ the [,cods Fruger - Dis 
xaxdns (f) boldly affirms, That Apoſtles 
Conſecrated the Eucharif, by repeating the 
words of Inſtitution, & tu LF the T.ords 


*; / 8 
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Prayer. And that Peter did at firſt fo Cele | 


Hrate that Ordinance #a the Oriental Parts 


where he Refided for the ſpace of four. years. 4 


I doubt not_but that this is as true, as what he 
farther ſays, that afterwards that Apoſtle caufed 


#hree-Prayers more to be added ta the Maſs There 


- - & no more proof that the Apoſtles any of them 
* wfcd to fay the Lords Prayer, then thereis. that 
F the Liturgy [athered on Fames was written by 

' - kim ;; the vanity whereof has been fofficiently 

diſcovered by our Proteſtant Divines. That 

| , Incomparable Divine and Caſuift, Dr. - Ames, 
fJ- judgeth that we may conclude that the 
Lords Prayer was not given as a Form, but 
as a Platform, becauſe the Scriprate ſaze. nothiig 


-—" 


f the Apoſtles ſo uſing it. Neither do the Apo-. 
bs Evangeirfts in any of their Writiogs 


zort Chriſtians unto the formal uſage of that 
oly Diretory for prayer. Nor do we read 
any thing of that matter in the next Age after 


the Apoſtles. Euſcbius (pg) has recorded an. | 


| ent Prayer mace by Polzcarp. when he: 
Suffered Martyrdom ;. but although he prayed 
* After that manner which the Lords Prayer re 
_ aire, there is-not one ſentence of that prayer 
I his. Fuſtin Martyr gives an account of what 


(.. Retionale-Divite L5.4 c. 1, & cop 47. 
: [| ) Caſ. Conſe. .La A» & 17+ 
| (8) £:4 615, 


| was|- 
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was practiſed in the Aﬀemblies of Chriſtians in 


_ | thoſe days,” v7. of their Reading t Dcricnerty be 
| Preathty | thereon,. Prayers; Ankita on- of 
| Baptiſm'and the Lords Supper, but has:not the 
- | laſt hint of their uling to repeat the Lords * 
Prayer, which had it then been Cuſtomary, ne - ' 
doubt he would have mentioned it as he does 
fome other thingy which were deviations from 
the . Apoſtolical praQice, particularly .that of 
ſending the Euchariſt to ſuch as were abſent. It 
1s true, that in the third Century, the Lords 
prayer was uſed in ſome of the Aſſ:zmblies of 
Chriſtians, yet not iggall of them,only wher'the- 
Communicants. were by themſelves alone : "They, 
never repeated that prayer if-any that were. 
oulyp Catechumens hapned to be preſent, Nar, 
might (+) ſuch uſe it until they were bapti-" 
Zed. They ſuppoſed it unlawtul for Uanre- © 
generates to call God their Father. 'The 
Writings of Auſtin (is) and. Chryſeſtom and 
others of the Ancients have made 'this indif-, 
putable, There is an «<xprefſion in Tertulian. 
(&) from whence ſome have gathered, that in 
thoſe days Chriſtians did not Corciude but. 
Begin. their prayers. with the Lords Prayer, Ne» 
vcrivelefs, they did not think it neceflary, It. 
| 18 X :: | 13- 


(b)- Hunc orationem baptizati crane” 

* ..o. ., Avguſt Evi. 54: bed 
(i). In Matth Homil. 18. and . 
*-. 2 Cor Honhb#;*+. ” 
(hk) Premiſia Legitima oratione, - 


Tertull, de orat. þ, 65%: #48 


» 
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a 


That if 
che Lords prayer, was given only to be a: 


&s were all dead, this. Firmality had been: 
aafer,. that it was ſo in their dayes: For In 
govations. and Declenfions from the Primitive: 
Purity were locn brought in unawares amonglt 
the. Churches. In Tertallians Time,. they 
Prazed. towards the Eaſt. Origen alſo adviſeth:; 
* A; but theApoſtles never gave that Advice In 
\ - Chaſe dayes they uſed Exorei/ms, /i Ing with. the 

Croft and Cbri/m-in Baptiſm, Al] which things: 


were-Corruptions in Religion, and are now re- | 


_ +. Jetted by moſt of the Reformed Churches In- 
thoſe Times allo, they put. «ſpecial reſpet-up* 
en Mednefdays-and Fridazs, which in Tertul!1 ar 
are: called Srationum dies Becauſe Chnift was 
' oeold on. a Fdn:/daz, and Crucified on a Free 
' |  day-they would have more devotion, on thoſe 


*- 


generally practiſed; we could not from thence 
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Ea Superſtitions. And althou _ _ read 
nothing of their keeping; the Feaſt of clysft's- 
Nativity-for more than/an hundred pm atter- 
this ; ponetrnertr Whitſunday. and Pentecoſt: 
was obſerved in Commemoration of the | 
| of the Holy Ghoſt on the: Apoſtles. Allo- 
| Lent and Eafter were accounted PRGHT HUE 
ht preg gg tm] 

hoarp, Who was 

Jobs.  Premly after Pohcarp,. Chriſtians uſed 
every year to obſerve a-day in Commemoratt- 
on of the Death Doyes. which: they called the 
Birth Dajes of their Martyrs. | have ment 
oned theſe particulars co ſhew- that the Argue: * 
ment from the praFice of Churches after the A-\ 
poltles Dayes, 1s: nor concluſive except it can- 


| | be proved that the Seriprure does warrant fucts- 


| Gl So WY. 8. ET RO 


a praQtice,. and then it is ex eÞundanti,; recom- 
mended to us, r Cor. 11. 16: © 

6. Other Arguments beſides that of Ancient 

Cuftom -which are commoyly alledged for uſe- 
ing the Lords: Payer as a Form, - do not carry 
Conviaion- with them. Ir is pleaded, thar our: 
Prayers are |mperfeft,, when as: this Farm: 
gontains- in it all that: we are to- pray fors. 
therefore to make up the Defe&»-of our Pray-- 


ers, we muſt ſubjoyn thi. To which has 
been replyed, that the Decalgue  doescontain- 


m it,. all the Duties which God requires of 
men, Matth 22 40: But it does not there- 
fore follow that Miniſters fhould:conclud their” 
Imperfe& Sermons,. with a: Recitation- of 
a No more: are they bound 
t@- 
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to a Repptiejin of the Lords Prayer, at the 
Conclufion © of their own .imperfe&t ones. 
| Moreover, we may not think that Fords and 
| Syllables will make amends for the Defed of 
cur Prayers ; for that is (. as ſhall be further 
ſaid Y to give to them what is proper to the 
Merit and Interceſſion of the Lord Jeſus Chrilt. 
It is alſo pretended that every Rabbs or Maſter 
amongft the Jews delivered a Form of Prazer, 
to his Diſciples. That Foby Baptiſt did fo : 
', - And that in Conformity hereunto, the Diſciples 
| * Petitioned Chriſt ' to give them a Form, which 
he 'granted :their defires in : And that he took 
every Sentence of this which we. call the Lords 
" Prayer out of the Jews Common: Prayer-Book 
at that time uſed amongſt them, and willed his 
Diſciples to uſe it as a Form, Thus do ſome 
fay:. And all this is ſooner faid' than proved. 
Some have told us of things in the Fewiſh 
| Rituals which others could "never find there. 
Baronius,. Caſaubon and many beſides, far hat 
'* it was uſual amongſÞ the Jews ro waſh their: 
| : feet before they fat down rocat the Paſlover, 
and that therefore what is recorded, Fob 13.5; 
was nothing'but a Jewiſh cuſtom uſed ar the* 
Paflover. - Yet Buxtorf ( wha was as muctf 
converſant in the Writings of the Jews as any 
man mthe world.) fays, that if a. man reads 
over all thisr Ritnal Books, and' the whole Talmud: 
' beſides, be will not find any ſuch- thing thereing 
Other particulars-relating to the Adminiſtration. 
of the Lords. Supper, are by Genebrard, Scaliger,. 
C with many more ). pretended to be in imita». 
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tion of what is in the Fews/b Ri/uals, Whear- 
the Learned Reader may ſee refured by Bax- 


eof in his Diflertation'de Cena Donnnice. "Fhe- 


bke to this may be affirmed with reſpect to the 


Subj=R before as. But ſuppoſing ( which yet 
remains to. be demonſtrated), the Di , | 


were to ule this prayer as a Form whilſt they: 
continued under the Fewsſh+ Pedagogy, it cannot 
from thence be concluded that Believers under 


the New-Teffament are. bound ſo._to uſe it. 
'Fhere are ſome Eerrned men that do allow 


the 'Lords'Prayer'to have been a proferibed-” 


Form,that do not think it to be deſigned for the 
rpetual uſe of the Church as ſuch, but only- 


for a Temporary Form.. And that after-our Lords- 
Rcfurreftion and Aſcenſwn,. they ſhowuld no- 


longer uſe it as a Porkn,, becauſe therein- is no- 
expreſs mention of the name 'of Chriſt, nor 


asking Bleſffings for his fake,. nor afcri 


praiſes to God-through him, which-after his ac+- 


-compliſhing the work-of Redemption,. ought 
| to be. Thus-do they interpret chat Scriptures. 


Fob. 16 24, However it docs not follow that 
if a Form were proper. and needlul for the- 
Fews, that ſuch things are neceſſary for Chry/ti« 
ans in the dayes. of rhe Goſpel, wherein there 
is 2 more plentiful «fuſion of the ſpirit of pray» 
er. Aceh, 1%, 10 We ſay not that all Forms avre- 
un'awful. No doubt but that. a man who has 
not:the gift of prayer, had better make uſe of 


a.Form of his own compoſiag-or taken. out of 


fome good Book; ( but I would-not adviſe to- 


take one out of. the Maſs Book) to "any: 


a3 


as : 
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God with, in his Family, eve to have any 
Religious Worſhip at all therein. But -if 
char man ſhall afrerwards b2 bleff-d4 with a 
«Gift of ' Prayer, for him-to tye himſejt to a 


weak, ſhould confinue- to . uſe. them after 
he bets | poi ſtrength.  Whar' Liturgies the 
Few: had whileſt they were yet. the Church of 
God, we know not; Nor is there any great, 
Credit tobe given to what their Rabbins who 
are made up of Fables, ſhall think meet to tell 
us. . Some of theraſelves conteſs that Forms of 
Prayer were not always uſed by their Fathers, 
Saubertus in his late Learned Academical Diſqui- 
fitions, Cites -a _paſlage of R. Bechai, '{(m) who 
fayeth, That from the. wme of Maſes until the 
Great Sanedrim, there was no ordinary , Form of 
Prayer amongſt the lſraelites, but every man 
made , a prayer for himſelf, according to what 
Inowledpe and gift of utterance he . was endued 
with, It the ' Jews had Prayer Books of Hw 
mane Compoſure.in our Saviours Time, *'( as 
our Liturgica! men are perſwaded ) it is tag 
much. boldneſs co Conj:Cture* that the Lord 


from them. Whar though Grotius, (*} and 
others find - Expreſſions like thoſe, in Jews 
Prayer Books 7? It does not neceflarily follow 
that they were taken from thence, Dr. Light 

MS: | . foot 
”,  (m)V. Saubert Paleſtra. p. 12.3, 
(© © Dr Taylors dufor dubit, _ -. 

oa | Lib. X." 8 3. R I-54 | | 


. 
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Form. is ( as uſeth to be faid )- like - as 'if | 
| one. that has uſed Crutches whilſt he was. 


borrowed the Petitions in the Lords prayer | 


T7 


= A. ao > Y-9».m an ano awe ac. nu a ce ae a mote or a wn do a a em a WU 


Ss ad 


ay Be, <he e427 


4 ”Y FI cn ed 
-y / ” # 


in N; England Vindicated. 73x 


Foot (n) chargeth ' the Jews | with 'Filching out 


of the Goſpel, particularly that they have 
Stolen-thoſe words, Thy Kingdom. come, and 


| thoſe, Lead us not into Temptation, and infert- 


ed them -into their Liturgies. | This ſeerns' 
more ptobable, then that the Lord ſhould take 
his Prayer out ot their-Service Books. lt was 
coungd Blaſphemy in Celſus, when he affhi-med 
that -Chriſt borrowed many ' of 'his Divine 
Notions out of P/azto Mr. Boyſe meniions an 
herrid - Aſlertion of Dr. Combers-in his pretend- 
ed Anſwer to Mr. Clarkfons unanſwerable dif- 
courſe of Liturgies, viz That our Saviour was 
ſo afraid of Innovation as to take every Sentence 


of the Lords prayer out of the Fewiſh Forms 


then in uſe. -In that degenerate ' Age was he 
atraid to teach any thing "that would ſeem 
"New to them! :How then did ſome-who heard 
him: Preach, fay, hat new Do&rine is this 8 
Mar. 1: 27. Was the'Lord who did fo often 
reprove them. for-their Formality in Worſhip, 
Afraid *of Innovation it they ſhould change 
their Vain ' Converſation -recerved by Tradition 
from their Fathers ? Was "that admirable Dis 
 refory foraprayer which none bur he who is 
the /domm of Gocould be the Author. of, all 


| borrowed out of Jzwifh Common 'Prayer- Books, 


KS Aptllas Ke: 
7.,5T hat many have SuperFRittouſly abuſed 
this blefſ-d portion of Scripture, "cannot be de- 


deviſed by -no man knows who? Credat Fudge 


| aied, They have ſet up. the Lords Prayer _in 
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the room'ef Chrift himſelf, imagini gr6.s . 
will accept of their other Petitions for the fake | 
-of their repeating this Form, as if thyt would | 
SinBific and make amends for the defe8s in| 

| | their prayers, which to do belongs to t he Mr» 
* #Higtor, norican any thingelfe do it. The Jo \ 
\ - -ficious Alting (o) giveth this caution, That in 
awifmg "the Lords Prayer men ſhould be @urejnl 
of Superſtzstion in thinksng that there is a Las 
tent Efficacy 4n Words and Syllables. Papifti 
will fay their Parer -NoFer more often in| 
-an hour, then the Jews do their | Majas | 
prayer in «a day, ſuperttiioully dreaming that 
. the-proneuncing of thoſe Letters and Syllables | 
will fave them. One of the moſt moderate (4} | 
and ingenuous of their Writers ſpeaks thus, Boch 
Fe going tobed, fitting down and rifing from 
and," and going about any perticutar ation 0 | 
Guſineſs.; 1 would bave-all: good Chriftians to fay 
the Pater Nofter. It 5s ( fayes he ) rhe- ony. 
Prayer that 1 uſe at every place, at all times, nl 
wpon every accident; and inftead of changing, 1 
121ſe cfren Repetition of 38. Thus ſpeaks a Roman 
Catholick. oor are al _ call wr tort” 
Proteſtants, altogether tree from Supesſt/tion in 
this matter. Many oblthem arc ( as Mr. Ferre 
peaks) in their fayingithe Lords Prayer, Guil 
yy of Sfllabioal Ieolatry: There «are ſome mak 
a Charm of thoſe Letters and Syllableg: Whas: 
'Þ it better when perfons are Judged to he'eb 
ther innccent or guilty of the'Crime of m_ 

{i 


0) Thed. problem: p. 749. ©] 
lontaigne Efores £6.56 p. 17%; | 
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N Allegation more : 
" viour has Obliged as to a Form of Words 10 the 
Adminiſtration of Bapriſin, and. 'of the Lords 
"Supper: And then why not ag well to, 2 Form 
of words in Prayer * | If ic were as is objede 
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"craft according as they -have power to, fay or 


not to ſay the Lords Prayer ? Whether . it was 


Inſtituted ro be a Þerm or no, lam ſure.it whs 7 
- never inſtituted ; 


to Try who are Pitches x 
"Nor can the Inability of ' ſome Perſohs'to pro- 


- nounce thoſe Words and Syllables, who _ can” 


pronourice ny other, proceed from” natural 


«cauſes, bur fromthe operation of Demons. Nor | 


is there certainty in the "Experiment: Gleneul 
{ as I -rememb-r ) confeſi:th that this kind of. 
Ordeal is fallible- | ſhall rake notice of but ons 
: It.is pretended that. our Sg» © 


[r 


Tthere<ts no conk.quence in the Argument : 


. dots not ar alt follow that if there are ſome 


Forms of Divine Inſtitution, that then .the 
Lords Prazer was given as a Form. . Morea« 
ver, &'though iz is T,awtul and Commendable - 


fn Miniftr: mg B,ptifin ro keep to the words. ob 


Infticution in Mach. 2.8 19. Yer neither is this 
Commanded,bur-an Agreement in'ſence is futh> 
cient.” For it is evideor that the ; Apoſtles die 


not alwayes keep to that Form..." AF .2; 3 $.& 


8.16.& to 48 & 19.5. Thisis ſo manifeſty' , 
as 4 Aquinas conf. fl th it, only he fuppoſeth' 


"that the Apoſtles had by Revclation a particu» 
Jar diſp-nſation far th«ir notkeeping to the pre- 


ſ ib:d Form: D:, . Lightfoot ſayes,, that when 


the Apoſt es. B piſed jews, ic was 5 the Name 


of 7 (ſhy Cine roverſy afnong&: - 
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them was, Fhether Feſus of Nazareth was the | 
'#*ue Meſfieb ; but that when they Baptiſed the 
"Gentiles where =pigo3,, -66 had ne fook 

Ing, they Baptiſed into the Name > the Father, 
' Son and Holy Spirit. The Greek & the Latin 

-Church did not keep exatly to the fame Form 
| - -of words in their Miniſtring that Holy Ord 
}- mance. In the Greck Church ſometimes - they- 
* _ aid, I Bapriſe, ſometimes, Be thou Bapriſed: 
- Hut their uſual Form was, This Servant of Chrif 
4s Baptiſed : Yea they intermixed ſome words 
of. their Belief wich the words of Inſtitution in 
- their Adminiftcing Baptiſm, Thus Faſtin 
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BMarvr deelares, that Waſhing with Pater is per: 
Formed in the Name of the Father of all, things 


md-onr Eord Godzand of cur.$quicur Fejus Chriſh 
nd tf the Holy Spirit: Again, he fayes, in_the 
Name. of Chrift who was Crucified under Ponting 
| P7l/ate. . Amongſt the Latins they did not keep 
| Tto-the Words and Syllables of the Inſticution, 
- ++ For Cyprian layes, In nomine, in the Nam, 
: but Ter:u lian, In nomen, IN FO the” Name, | 
C which .is moſt agreeable to the Original. } 
Andin another place he does not. mentiun Namg 
in the Form uſed in Baptiſm, but fayes, #9 
"#he Father, Son and Holy Spirit. This varianon 
as to Wards as long as the ſence and d. {ign 
 - awas the fame, they thought was no- variation | 
>. from the Precept: Of this Judgnacty; are. Cart 
-”. apright, Martiming, and Veetius amongſt out: 
E- - Tote rm Writers. The like is to be aitirmed 
 -- With refp:& to the Lords Supper. Notwiihy |: 
| Andi the words o IPs are reched by 
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in N. FWPIY Vindirates: x38- | 
three of the Evange/:/?s, and by Paul. to the Cor ff 
inthians, nevertheleſs they ail as to ſome words- | 
differ; but agree in the- Subſtance' of whats by _ ' 2 
each 'of them related; which fhews that wears» © 
not in: rhe Adtyinitration of the- Holp-Suppers: 
limitred r9 the uſt of alwayes the ſame Vords- 
Sabres. * Itis cttarand manifeſt: from" - Auſting. 
and others of the Ancients that there was in thoſe 
dayes a great varitty uſed'in rhe. Conſecration of 
the Elemiymas;: Naw# theulpgihegvey words 
ot aig -oamacs. kt. he apo 
x 
manded:zo.uſecghe werds xgr: fled. in. aur; Landy 
nee -Prazetv:« ' Wea, Gon 


Pe ho which. _ 
maintained, - Erzam Pg non $7 4 "2 
ſunt: fugienda, - ſor exijt Scandalum Orbian. Heſs * 
2. 16, 1.Cor. LO. 32 cs 
'[ (hall only add, that Biddle ( the. notorjou 
Socinian Y; having. aflzrted, thag, our Saviay 
Preſcribed the: Lords Prayer to be uſed a 
F = byhis Diſciples, Dr, Qwen-penpet 
yera ; | 
row aftarting this. Form of. Words to fo4p 
not cond, many in their Athes Sc al. 
the Holy Sparst 2 God, a | ' 
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any Pretenee or Colour of warrant in theScriptures, 
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Repetition, of - theſe words after men. have been 
tong Pyayng. for the things contained in them, . 
as. the manner of ſome is, be not ſo Remote from. 


as that it 5 an Plain termes Ridiculous. Thus 


Dr, Ouvew. in his Anſver to Kok bo 60g | 


—_— 


es 


QUESTION XVII 


Congregational” Diſcipline maintait Com- | 


eiffering Seniments 4510 Church ' Governmant” ah 


They-may- and ov «00 do te! SY 
3g © Churches _ were as great 


diffetegces m- Judgment ther'-are | 


| _ 
thoſe between the Brethren of- Nt rwo. Per« | 


fwakons's who - nevertheleſs did' maintain” 4 


Chriſtian Communion with each other, as if | 
was their Duty to do.” Rom. 14 I, 2. Phil; 


4 
Fx 
i: 
iſ 


3 a fo "each other. 
 . they all 

8 bf Church -Order. Fhey all ſay,” thar- F 
” ought to'be nothing in che Worlkip: of God, |. 


F: 5, 16, They have been Confeſtors, * and. 

llow:Sufferers for. bearing © witneſs *to- the 
ie Cane of Truth, which 
In matters of Faith 


agree. "Yea, and-in the "SHB antia's. 
theft 
& what Himſelt has appoirited: No Of 
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" the Prajers of His Pebple-. ? * And: whether the + | 
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